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Irnin Mr. Robinson's luTlnirium caim- llu' orifjjinjil specimens

iil)ont wliicli I liiiNf fjiatlured the present collection, and he lias

watclu'd its growth with no less interest tiian nivscU". and with as

much ])leasnre as he could have done had it been his own. '['he

2-/herl)arium now contains 32 j^enera. i.jt^ species (twn- species, ll'otx/- /
"^

CUj»C»i.Uvw» wanfiu nnficniis and Asf^iiliniii iiiiiti<iii. l)ein<j; oidy represented

within our limits hy their varieties), and, as herein recoj^ni/.ed. 16 va-

rieties. Oneoftiie latter, vnr. I'loriiianinn. i^i As/>/'(/itun crt'sta-

tnni, mav prol)al)i\ he eventually tiansteried permanently to the list

of species, and we may confidently expect, from the frequency of late

discoveries, still further additions to our North American ferns.

In the recognition of varieties 1 have, perhaps, drawn the lines

closer than some will he willin<>f to appro\e. hut I could not con-

sistentlv with my o vri views do otherwise. For example: in the

case of ferns havini>' the mar>ifins of their fronds or pimia' normally

serrate it does not seem well to make varieties out of specimens that

merely h..\e their serratures or incisions a little deeper than usual —
unless there are other well marked dillerences of character, as in the

\ariet\ iricisiiiii of Asplvniitni 'I'rirlioiiiain's. where the pinnie arc

not only deeply incised, hut elonj^ated to such a dej^ree as to chanjj^e

tiie whole appearance of the plant and, in some specimens at least,

confuse it with small specimens of another species (.1. cf>c>/<'/im)—
as it is only natural for such serratures and incisions to \arv in a

•ijreater or less degree. But in the case of ferns with their mar<rins

normally entire such serratures or incisions, if constant, may he con-

sidered as deviations from normal characters sutHciently distinct to

justify oiu" re<^ardin<r them as <j[(>od \ arieties : or vvhere individual

plants exhibit well marked and ])ermanent differences of habit or

structure, such ditl'erences are entitled to reco<^nition. In accordance

with these views I have thrown all cpiestionable varieties into brackets

in the notes under the specific luadinj^s— retainin*^ them in that form

simply as a matter of record

—

^and «'i\en separately all forms that I

am disposed to recogni/e as <j;ood varieties, or whose claims to that

consideration 1 am not prepared at present to cpiestion.

The ji^eo<j;raphical notes to the nenera are based on Mr. John IT.

Redfield's admirable paper ori the •• ( leoj^raphical Distribution of

the I'\'rns of \orth America." published in Torrey Club JJulletin.

\'oi. VI. No. I. (Jan. 1S75). In this paper Mr. Redfield has dis-

tributed our species into six j^eojjraphical divisions, as follows:

1. • CosMopoi.rr.w : widely distriiiuted over the <iflobe. in both tem-

perate and tropical re<i"ions.


