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Leu a two voarg ftbacnoo, the writer of what
follows hM, Hinoe 1833, roHidcd in thcae parts,

having the previous year entered the, service uf

the Hndson's Bay Company as surgeon and
clerk. He has since boen stationed at various

points at or near the Tacitlc coast from Oregon
to Alaska.

At the H. B. post, FortMaoLoughlin. Milbank
Houud, having fur two years Incited tiio natives

to search for that mineral, he had the good for-

tune in 1H35 to ascertain the existence on the N

.

E shore of Vancouver Island, of good bituniin-

ouN coal, wiiich was tested less tiian a year

afteron board the Company's new steamer llia-

ver Just out from London.

He has by land and water travelled ov( r the

great Northwest from Jasper's llouxe to Winni-
peg; has been more than once through the

Walaniet Valley, Oregon, and has Meen a great

Iiart of the beautiful bunch gruHs country of

iritish Columbia south of N. lat. &1® .

Later in life, when resident at Victoria and
concerned in the niauagemcnt of tlic Company's
business in British Columbia, the writer hud
much occasion and opportuni^^ of acquiring in-

formation regarding the coasts and harbors of

our inland s( as, as well as of the farniiug and
grazing capabilities of tlie tranM-Cancude main-
land nortli and south.

Uince a few years ago—retiring from the rr.ui-

pany's service—he has, from every avui..iblo

sourct!, collected facts l)earing on tlie subject in

question, and for such information has l>ren in-

debted to many. He has now specially to thank
Captain Dovereaux for essential aid often and
freely rendered. To Captains Pamphlet, Itud-

lin and others too numerous to name, his thsnlis

re also respectfully ottered. Tlie statements of

'stand opinion in this pamphlet have been
in as moderate a fashion us seemed eom-
with a fair presentment of the euxo advo-
Many of the same facts and conclusions
en clearly set forth in the substantially

" speech of the Hon. A. deCosmos, dur-
st day (April 20) of the long debate on

Itailway" in the House of Com-
|a, session of 1877; but this was nn-
^writer, until the conclusion of his

ji type; then, obtaining perusal

i^as rejoiced to And that during
]iad been unanimity regarding
|<>f the PaclAc Railway, as the

Panada's further development

luaded, as the writer is, that

|6 will lie largely conducive to
%e the more earnestly desires

ction of our Province siiould

|y of well-doing, by such aid
nd Provincial Governments

the historian Froude urged
I avail of the calm, sure to

' the Franco-Prussian war, to

Beflnite and aatisfaotory con-

dition her then and still anomalous relations

with the Colonies. A year ago a Canadian writer

of al.Ility, "A. M. B., Ottawa," in the Canadian
Monthly of Nov. '76, referred to Hcottish expc^ri-

enoe since 1707, and to Cana<lian of later date in

proof that oi.r English friends need to l)e im-
portuned by complaint and remonstrance, ere

they will do or concede anything. "A. M. B."
last year urged that Canadn should take the in-

itiative.

When the present Eastern war comes to an
end, another calm may ensue, during which
action should surely be taken and the great Wes-
W>rn question treated as its importance warrants,

('anadiuns must cheerfully assume a fair share

of the financial resiwnsibility involved in closer

connection with the Parent Htate, in view of the

multiform b< ueftt^ tuence to accrue to all con-

cirned.
Premier Muekenzie must have uttered the

srutinieats of his adopted countrymen, when at

Dundee, Scotland, in July, 1875, he said in pub-
lic. "I believe that the Colonies are essential to

British supremacy in the world. I don't say so

because we are desirous of the slightest fovor fi-

nancially from (treat Britain. We are able and
willing. God knows, to Ixar our full share of all

Im\N>riaI responsibility wlu never required for

the eoninion interest, and wc are doing so at tlui

present monunt."
Further on in Mr. Mackenzie's reported speech

explanation is given of what he meant by Biitlsh

Hiipremaey. It cannot prove offensive to any,

bring "univrrsiil freedom, emuucipation from
everything degrading." Hoon may such be the

ease' wherever the Hag Hies—at home and
abroad.
"A. B. M." and others, though ardent for

Imperial federation, admit that Canada's ma-
terial interests would benetit by annexation to

the United Hlates. That may be a general

opinion, but ni vc rthrless closer connection with

the Parent State is prcft rred. Be. itiment, as the

venerable Carlyle has truly said, always rules

great movements, religious and political, and
not "the checks and balances of profit and loss."

It may be well for civili«;d communities gen-

erally, and in particular for the timid in £u-
nqx', that in the New World, two distinct ex-

periments in Dem(K'racy should amicably
advance side by side; while amongst older na-

tions, Brifain and France progress carefully and
deliberately, but unfailingly in the same direc-

tion. England must reconsider her free trade

theories and practices to which other peoples

have not given the expected adhesion.
America, which appears to have taken a "new

departure" for good objects, should, with her
accustomed forecast, weigh well the possible

future effects of the "Chinese wall of protection"

now surrounding her.

A kind and frank interchange of ideas on
commercial and tariff matters between Britain,

America and Canada seems now a great desider-

atum. Why not a conference of delegates to

meet either at London or Washington.


