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made rcfpcifting the life of thofc lakes. The Mijfijppi at

certain fcafons rifeth high, having by its overflowings

formed the Iberville^ which through the want of wa-
ter becomes ufelefs when the Mifsijftpi at other fea-

fons fiibfides ; and, according to good information late-

ly received, the beft of the feveral mouths of the Mifsif-

Jipi is fo (hallow, with a hard fand at the bottom, as to be

impalllible by any fhip of war, or merchant fliip of

burthen. Nature having thus far bar'd the ufe of this

great river, by leaving to the French the ifle of Orleans^

with the lower part of the river lying between that

iiland and the oppolite fhore, and extending above

150 miles, we have trufted to French pape/ to fecurc

to us the life of this part of the river, which is ap-

parently neceflary to our beneficial ufe of the reft. Co-
lonies may be planted on the eaftern banks of the river, or

other intcriour lands, and pr'^tedled at great expenfe; but

without an exchanfre of our manufadlures for their raw
materials, or other commerce, they will be a lofs inftead

of a benefit to this kingdom; wherefore the navigation of

the river being fo difiicult and precarious, and the pro-

tcdion of the unprofitable fettlements which might be

made in the x-aft country lying to the eaftward of it being

fo difficult and expenfive, it is left to others to find out,

if they can, the great value of the whole. The Mifftfftpi

formerly ferved as a buble to the Fre77ch^ and feems to

have fince ferved as a buble to our minifters, and to us.

By their proceeding relative to the cod-fifhery they bruifed

the head of our American empire in the eaft, and by

leaving the ifle of Orleans to the Fre?:ch they fixed a

thorn in the foot of our empire in the weft, inftead of

plucking it out.

Before quiting the continent, let us obferve that the port

of Mobile will not admit our fhips of war fufficient for

annoy-


