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tlieinvcslipation of tlie.iifriiinonts urged ))y tlicbiogrnplur

in f'aNour of tlie claim wiiicli lie has set uj) i'or Sebastian as

tliesolcdiscoverer ; and here we nuiy remark, that in the

classification of his e\i(!ence he has followed a method

which is certainly n(!t th.e hest calculated for the manifesta.

tion of truth. lie first arranges what he denominates tin-

proofs in su|)})ort of the father; hut those which he enu-

merates fu'.sf, arid which alone lie discusses with minute

attention, are the weakest that could he selected, and sue!)

as no one who carefully weighs them would place much
reliance on ; whilst the unanswerable evidence is brought

in last Avilh extreme }>revity^ and dismissed with scarce

any observation.
" The various items of evidence," says he, " Avhich arc

suj.posed to establish the ])re\ ailing personal agency of

John ("abot, may be ranked thus:

—

" 1. 'J'he alleged statement of Robert Fabyan.
" y. 'IMie language of more recent writers as to the

character of the father.

" 3. The appearance of his name in the map cut bv

Clement Adams, and also in the patents.

" As to the first," he continues, " the authority usually

referred to is found in llakluyt, vol. iii. p. 9,
—'A note

of Seliastian Cabot's first discoverie of ])art of the Indies,

taken out of the latter part of Roliert Fal>yan's Chronicle.

v.ot hitherto ]n-inted, which is in the cust(;(lie of M. John
Stow, a diligent })reserver of anti(iuities. In tlie 1.'^

yeere of K. Henry the 7 (by mcanes of one John Ca-

bot, a \'enetian, which made himselfe very expert and

ciinning in the knowledge of the circuit of the world, and

islands of the same, as by a sea-card and other demoii-

stratioi;s reasonable he shewed), tlie kinu; caused to man
and victual! a ship at ]5ristovv, to search for an island

which he said he knew well was rich, and rejdenished

with great commodities ; which shippc, tlius manned and

victiialletl, at the king's costs, divers merchants of London
vcnti;red in her small stocks, being in her, as chief patron,

the said Venetian. And in the company of the said ship,

sailed also out of liristow, three or foure small shijs, fraught

with sleight and grosse marchandises, as course cloth, ca))s.

laces, })oints, and other trifles, and so de])arted from Hrb-
tow in the beginning of May, of whom, in this maior's

time, returned no titlings.'
"


