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have been to many a ground for supposing that

these people must have originally stood on a

higher platform of culture. We hold this for a

false conclusion, for when the mental and intel-

lectual culture of a people declines, its language

declines all the more that it does not possess

written records, and on this account the language,

as it lives in its tongue, is always the exact ex-

pression of its mental and intellectual force. As,

then, the development and beauty of the Kaffir

tongue is not to be ignored, we believe that we
are justified in the conclusion that the mental

powers of the Kaffirs are greater than we are

usually inclined to admit."

Another characteristic of the Kaffirs is that

they are physically of a higher formation than

the other South African races. We agree, in-

deed, with Dr. Fritsch, who has described with

great care these tribes physically, that there has

been exaggeration in some accounts of them, as

if they were Herculeses in strength or Apollos

in symmetry. This is quite an exaggeration.

The European is generally their superior, both

in muscular power and in proportion. Still the

Kaffir is a well-built and muscular man, with

good features, and were he civilized he might be

more nearly on a level with the Europeans. His
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