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are iminlKTod unions the thiiifrs that were, ami, iiuiHinuch as she was k
twelve and he twenty when he was stationed here, and they did not man

for over four years after tliis, and tlien in Lcniisiana, the faithful ehronol.

^'ist is forct'd to write, upon the authority of one who knew hotli ])arti.

intimately, and who learned his first words in Kuwlish fnmi Jet}", that tl

whole story, oi- rather all the stories of the eloi)ement, are of the puiv

fiction.
"

Prairie du Chien at tiu' present time is a town of alumt 4,000 inliai

itants. It is the eounty si-at of Crawford e<mnty, and is the western tern

inns of the Prairie du Chien hraneh of the Chieaf^'o, Milwaukee and S

Paul llailroad. We are aj^'ain indehted to the pai)er ])uhlished in the .SVw

JoKnidl: "
It is situated JiOO miles helow St. I'aul, 70 above Duhuciue, (li'

ahove St. Louis, OH west of Madison, and V.YA miles fr(mi Milwaukee. I

is easily aect'ssihle from all ])()ints north and south, as well as east an

west, as the C. 1). i^ M. road i)asses up the river on the Iowa side, wit

which connections are made daily with all trains at North Mc(ire^'or, in

tnediately opposite the Prairie, Ity the Milwaukee an.l St. Paul transfc

Trains east or west are transferred by u::eansof the celei)rated pile pontoi

l)''idfi;e of (len. John Lawler, the patentee, owner and builder. It bein

the only railway brid<j;e of the kind in the world, an inspection of it \vi.

re])ay the visitor. It is 8,000 feet long, crosses both channels of the Mi-

sissii)i)i river at this point and an intervening^ island, and connects tli

Iowa and Prairie du Chien divisions of tlie M. tt S. V. Uailway. It is coi

structed of two parts—the pile or stationary i)art. and the ))onto()n i

movable })art. The latter consists of two floating draws, one in each chai

nel, which, when closed from an unbroken track, aft'ording a safe and rajii

transfer, and when ()i)en leaving a clear space of 400 feet, permitting tii

widest ra fts and largest tows to i)ass with ease and safety at all times. Tli

eastern draw consists of three pontoons connected lengthwise, and repn

senting a distance of 800 feet. These ])()ntoons are each twenty-eight fit

w^ide, five feet high, and ten inches draft. The western draw consists i

one pontoon 408 feet long, twenty-eight feet wide, four feet high, and tweh

inches draft, of great buoyancy and strength, having a Howe truss passiii.

through its entire length. When trains are passing over, the draft is in

creased to eighteen inches. The extreme rise and fall of the river is twenty

one feet, and to overcome the varying height of the i)lanes between the ])il

bridge and the pcmtoon, a movable track is employed which is adjusted h

powerful screws and movable blocks, operated by men who are stationc

on the pontoons."
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In ctmclusion we may say that this enterprising town has always occii A
pied a leading position in the history of Western develojjment, and especiall; lake

with the advance of our civilisation upon the u])])er Mississippi. There i- kee,

every reason to look for a continuance of its prosperity. itors
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