
littlo tiivcrn Ikm'o. lie wds I'nuii ('olxniro-, XorilimnlM'ilniKl (Ouiil \'. find wns ii liii'jic ihoimti \- owner in

lliispiii't oft he county. Tin' Init" .lolin \'nl('nliiii', all( wnfils of I'aislcy, kciil tlic lii>i slon- in tin'

lilnct'. ninl it was nnuiii^'cd l)y .Mnli'olin .McLi'an, the rv- layor ami pn'-.rnl |ii)Si niasicr. 'I'lir original

loadofn'oods vitli wliicii tliis store was opi-ni'd (nit v>- ,s itidn^iJii on an o\-carl from Toronto via

Hamilton. \>\ Uoln-rt Cli'ini'iit ,a son of one of t lie very first sci ilcis in i'-rant : and it I'i'qnircii i-ijiiil ilays

1o innku tlif journey from Hamilton, l lie uicilcr part of l lie road lyin<i' I lii()U;^li i he foi'cst

.

It is not necessary to detail till' many lit tic incident -i foriiiinji' part of W all<erton's early liistoi'y.

I'.y common consent, it canH* to lie i-allcd after its founder from the lime ii was notliinn' more than a

collect ion of loji' lints nestled in the forest , ami the name--! han which, nnder tiie (•ircnmstanci's, none

could he more appropriate—dnii^i' and still clings loil tliroii;zh tin- man\' t ransjKisit ions and trans-

formations whicii have n sailed in niakiiifi' it the municipal and political metropolis of this larf;eand

ma"'nilicent county.

AValkerton was never an incorporated villajic hui was taken from the Township of i'rani and

ercfti'd into a town 1 y special li liislatiim—the (leiieral Ad reipiirinii- a population of ."..hi lit. whei'cas its

populal ion at tiie t iine was '.»'.) 1. and to iiiclude I his numipi r an .irea of some 1 , IdO acres was covered,

which has sinci! Ijceii increased t;i 1. .")<»(). in onl'M- to extend to thu railway depot, the nature of 1 he

country preventing' its near appioach to tin centre of tiie j)lace. The town was "proclaimed"

immediately after the passaj^'e of the .\ct of Incorpitral ion. ,it llu> iie|iinniiiji' of the lef>Mslative session of

iSTI.anil tiie first meetili<;- of the new .Municipal Coimcil was iield .March ITlh ensuing,', .josepli Walker,

the founder of the si^ttlement, was cho^en lirsl .Mayor; Win. .Mc\'icar, Hrst U(M'Ve; and Messrs. Sleplieii

.\().\ou. l>avid Moore, Huj;li Todd, William Shannon, .las. 1\ I)a\is, Wm. Smith, .Moses Stewart . I.oiiis

Wisser and Taul Uoss.l'oinicilhMs. Walter Lanj^imiir Watt was tlie lirsl Clerk aii<i Trea-iu-ei-. and-lohn


