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effect that if the province of Quebec would
give mly riglit lion. friend a majority lie
would see that the province of Quebec got
an increased subsidy. That is tbe state-
ment the lion, gentleman made yesterday.
Now, lie bas given us no0 evidence of any
suc1i compact, and 1 arn bound to say that
whiie 1 do flot wish to discredit the lion.
gentleman too much I wouid like to bave
zoime evidence of a compact because I bave
neyer seen It. I can assure the bon. gentie-

.mnan that lie is labouring under a delusion.
As iu tlie case of tbe hon. gentleman wbo
sits beside hlm ia dealiag with the Frenchi
tre.aty the lion gentleman (Mr. Foster) liad
not taken the trouble to get the facts, bie-
Cause If lie bad lie would not bave said
tbat my riglit lion. friend had made a comn-
paet witli Mercier. Anybody liearing tbe
hon. miember for Nortb Toronto yesterday
would assume tbat the question under con-
sideration was tbat of an allowance to the
province of Quebec; that it was a question
between my riglit lion. frlend and the pro-
vince of Quebec. I want to tell my lion.
frieîid that there neyer w-as sncb a question
as tliat referred to by my lion. friend of
granting a subsidy to the province of Que-
bec. Thie subject referred to was a pro-
posai to grant subsidies to ail tbe provinces
of the Dominion. Tberefore, that wbicb lie
lis described as a compact with Mercier
In Qu -bec was as mucli a compact witli On-
tario and witli tbe otber provinccs of the
Dominion. But my lion. friend unfairly
described It as a compact witli Mercier for
the spécial beneflt of the province of Que-
bec. I thinlc lie spolie wltbout a knowledge
cf the filcts, and If be loolis into it lie wil
see that I arn correct ln saying that there
was no compact wlth Mercier, and tbat any
transaction, any communication, nny dis-
cussion in that regard between my riglit
hon. friend and the late Hon. Mr. Mercier
had reference tiot to something for Que-
bec oniy, but to an equitable distribution
amonr ail the provinces in the Dominion.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Thien tbere was n
compact ?

Mr. "FIELDING. My bon. frlend says
so. I bave aked hlm to produce the evi-
dence. I do not know that there was.

Bir. R. L. BORDEN. I thouglit the hon.
gentleman said there was.

Mr. FIELDING. I do flot know what
my hon. friend may cail à compact. 1 re-
member seelng it stated that my rîglit lion.
frlend the Prime Minister said that lie ep-
proved of the resolutions which were- adopt-
od by the Quebec conference. If that makes
a Compact, then It was a compact with Mer-
cier. witli Mowat, witb Feldlng and wltb
ail the provincial premiers of that day. If
Mny hon. friend had said tbat the crime of
MyT riglit lion. friend was that lie was will-
ing to add to the subsidies of ail the pro-
vinces I would haie no complaInt to mlake.

But bis statement w-as that this was a coin-
paet 'vitb Mercier for the special benefit of
the province of Quebec.

Now, I bave been occupying the time of
tise House too long', 1 arn afraid.

Some lion. MEMBERS. Go on.

Mr. FIELDING. My hon. friend the
leader of the opposition nlad something to
say about the Quebec bridge and lie said it
had always been a marvel to everybody
that this government liad made fiais arrange-
ment wltli a company to build the Quebec
bridge. A mairvel to everybody ! Nobody
could understand it 1 It was flot a marvel
to the lion. gentleman on October 22, 1903,
wlien the record of this parliament shows
that on that day the project to which lie
refers was brouglit into this House and
wlien tlie Jion, gentleman ailowed et to
pass witbout a single word of complaint.
It passed unanimously. It became an ex-
pression of tlie whole parliarnent of Canada
and not of this govern'nent only. Tlien the
hon. gentleman went down to Quebec and at
a public banquet that was given to hlmi
there lie tool; crédit to himself for co-operat-
ing with this government in bringing about
the construction of the Quebec bridge.
Wel, the bridge, of course, lias gone down
and we can ail be wlse after tlie event.
My hon. friend lias dlscoverefl tliat lie mur-
velied mucli, but the record shows that lie
did not marvel wlien the Act passed. I
want to-warn my lion. friend against this
weakness that lie lias of allowing things to
pass without opposition-very often sup-
porting them-going out and taking credit
for them, and then, when something unex-
pected happens, turnlng around and con-
demning the government for the thing lie
supported. I thinli my hon. friend shouid
guard against that.

There was one important question tliat the
lion. gentleman discussed towards the close
0f bis speech, and I mnust sny that lie didso
in rather more temperate terms than usual.
It was the question of corruption at eiec-
tions. I want to say that when that lion.
gentleman, or any other lion, gentleman in
tls House, dlaims that there sliould be
some Improvemient In our election laws la
order that we may avoid sudh things as
have liappened too often, as lias been shown
in the disdlosures of our election trials, I
arn rost lieartily wlth hlm, and If my hon.
f riend bad taken thnt ground, if lie had re-
cognized tlie situation frankiy-if lie lad
corne te this parliament and gone to bis
supporters and said there bas, been loose-e
ness In this respect, men on both sides have
commltted faults, there lias been a lacli of
careful reflection, many' men have gone
Into élections la a way they sliould not have
done, both aides have been gulty and we
should unite ln maklng the conditions bet-
ter-that would have been a position whlcli
we could ail commend. But, bas lie pur-


