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and ln the House, on this Bill. I would flot
like to ask anything unreasonable in the
way of postponment; at the same time we
ail know what a great lnterest the hon.
member for South Toronto has taken in
this Bill. He gave up some very Important
engagements In Toronto In order to corne
Up iast night and De here to-day. H1e con-
suited with me before he left. If the chair-
man couid see bis way clear to postpone
it for another day, I think I can assure hlm
that there wiii be no undue delay in press-
ing it tbrough. There is no obstruction so
far as I know in reference to this Bill. Cer-
tain parties have taken very strong grounds
on it and have feit obliged to push their
reasons s0 far as they couid. On behaif
of the hou. member for South Toronto, I
w'ould very mnuch like If the Bill couid be
beid over until another day.

Mr. CLARKE. So far ns I arn concerned
I wouid be glad to accommodate the hon.
gentleman. But I have also put off eu-
gagements at different times ia consequence
of this Bill and I have matters now which
may take me away at any day, and when
it cornes up again I rnay De away. I know
that the member for South Toronto would
De satlsfled if we reserved the Bill for the
tbird readlng, when he can De here and
move bis ameadments.

MR. GRAHAM. I got the same telegram
from the hon. member for South Toronto
(Mr. Macdonell) and I wnnt to meet every
person's wisbes. H1e suggested ia the tele-
gram and I think that what he really ex-
pects is that we shaîl not, at ieast, proceed
with the third readiug. H1e bas an amend-
ment whicb be wisbes to move, be wisbes
to off er some reasons for this ameadment
and I do flot want to deprive hlm or any-
body else of the fuilest opportunity o! dolng
so. It would meet the suggestion which is
lrnplied la the telegram if we de! erred the
third reading. I arn inclined to tblnk that
It would De Detter for the discussion to take
place on the third reading tban in commit-
tee, for he wili then have an opportunity
of dlvlding tbe House.

Mr. FOSTER. The minister is somewbat
of a mind reader.

Mr. SPROULE. My hon. !rlend from
South Toronto (Mr. Macdoneii) and -my boa.
friend !rom South Slmcoe (Mr. Lennox) de-
sired to offer their amendrnents ln Commit-
tee of the Whole so that tbey wouid De entit-
led, In the event of opposition, to speak
more than once on tbern and state their
vlews. It Is their desîre to move tbese
amendments and to dîscusa them, not wltb
the Intention of unnecessarily delaying the
passage of tbe Bill, because tbey bave both
reached the conclusion tbat the Bill ls golng
to pass, but to place tbernseives on record,
and I thlnk It would De better to move
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these amendrnents In conlttee than to do,
it On tbe third readlng.

Mr. PATERSON. I notice that la one of
the leadlng papers, with reference to the
French treaty, It ls sald that tbe government
were flot ready with their business. That.
!s ratber a reflection. I understand the hon.
Mînister of Finance (Mr. Fielding) bas Deen
anxious to put that Bill througb and If I
rememDer arigbt tbe bon. rnemDer for North
Toronto (Mr. Foster) asked that it might
stand over on bis accouat and it bas stood,
over. I think that tbe hon. member for
North Toronto, if that is so, sbould rise and
say that De was sorry to see sucb an article
In the newspapers wben It was such an un-
just reflecthon upon the government and
when the delay was absoiutely due to hlm-
self. Sucb a wvroag impression shouid not
De aiiowed to go through the coufltry.

Mr. FOSTER. My bon. friend (Mr. Pater-
sou) is too sweet aitogether. The govera-
ment must always De large eaougb to take
these criticisms from the newspapers, Dut I
tbink that If I asked that It De left over
it was Decause there was some deficiencv
ia the information-was there not?

Mr. PATERSON. No.

Mr. FIELDING. The papers are ioaded
down witb information.

Mr. FOSTER. 'Loaded down,' la the
mind 0f my hon. friend the Minister o! Fin-
ance (Mr. Fielding) and la my own mmnd, as
regards information, are two different
thiags. I think that what my boa. frîend
from South Toronto (Mr. Macdonell) really
wishes is that the discussion la columittee
De lef t over, but if the government and my
hon. friend (Mr. Clarke) who bas charge of
tbe Bill do not think, that they can stretcb a
point, or if tbey do not think that the full.
mensure o! generosity should De given, wbY,
haif a bite is better than none and I tbiak
that my boa. friends may take the third
readlng as Deing the minimum o! what be
would like, althoughbc De sucb a lovabie
memi)er that I should tbink that possibly
De would De wiiiing to meet bis destre.

Sir WILFRIID LAURIER. This Is flot a
matter with which the goverament bas any-
tbing to do. This ls the third Monday that
this Bill bas been on the Order Paper. It
bas Deen put off twice already.

Mr. FOSTER. Weil, tbe government bas
it In its own bands, o! course.

Mr. HENDERSON. Last Monday, wben
this Bill was Defore the committee, the hon.
Minister o! Rallways and Canais (Mr. Gra-
ham) made a statement in regard to an
amendment wblcb I had proposed with the
view of securing the enforcement of clause
10 of the Bill lntended to protect municipal
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