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THE CATHOLIC RERISTER.

THE CONDITION OF FRANCE,
WhattlieClergy HavetoContend Agalnst

By A Fnexcu Prigst,

It would be difticalt to cnumerato
all tho laws and vexatious doecroes
soorotly.goucooted and dovised in the
Masonio Lodges, and carried throughi
Parlisment by a majority of sworn en
emiea of tho Churoh. Yes, the liber-
tiesofthe CatholioChurch havobsen set
at haught in a thousand difforent ways
by the seotarian and tyrannioal rulers
of France. Laws bave beon forged for
the annoyanso of the priests and
people to such a degreo that outside of
Frauco + o conception is pogsible of the
hostil:ty underwhich French Catholica
are now grouning. The powers that
be have loft no means untried to on-
force tho **now disponsation ;" the
roligious Orders have been expelled,
their churches olosed, their pupils
soattered, the solicols liave boen * lat-
ocized "—that is, the teaching Orders,
for the parochial school children, have
been replaced by *certifisated " lay
teachers ; every emblem of religion is
banished from the schools, the very
name of God erased from the school
books. The tolerated Orders aro be-
irg muleted in a most scandalous way,
by enormous fiacal impositions levied
from each member of the Order at the
death of their brethren. The hos-
pitals and other asylums are also lai.
oised—that is, tho Bisters of Charity
and other devoted, solf-sacrificing re.
ligious are roplaced by * certificated
lay nurses, " squanderers of the public
fands, let what may happen the sick,
the poor, and the dying Everything
wust be, according to law, " * laique,
obligatoire, et gratuit"—ie., godiess
with & vengeance, compulsory despite
* liberty, ” and gratuitous whilst the
Budget for education is increased by
millsons-and is conatantly advancing,
whilst the number of pupils is decreas-
ng-in the Government schools, and
Catholizs are compelled to endow their
own free schools if they want religion
taught to their children.

Bus of sl the gectarian trickeries by
which the rulers or persecutors of
France have duped the country none
haa-been devized with more diabolical
gkill than the military laws with
reference to the clergy. As you know,
& lAw existo which obliges every French
man to be a soldier. This law makes
no exceptions ; consequently, aspirants
to’the priesthood, postulants to religi-
ous Orders, becaunse all are equal be-
fore the law, must, at the age of
twenty-one, be goldiers for one year,
and afterwards during three years,
twico a year must spent twenty-eight
dayg in a regiment for drill and man.
ceavres. The law is rigid; on the
day appointed the young Levite must
cast off his soutane, don the military
uniform, and with his breviary under

_his arm, join his regiment.

This general exodus from the sem-
inary, at the autumn season, has been

« the ccoasion for Catholic France to in-

troduce into the sacred liturgy of the
country a new religious ceremony in
which all conscripts join. So far, the
Catholics have to thank the Freema-
gons for this new * departure. ” The
departure of tha young conscripts for
the army is thus marked all over
France by a glorious manifestion. The
ceremony takes place in the church,
and bears the impress of the super-
human character of self-sacrifice. Par-
ents and friends, indsed the faithful
in general, nay, & whole nation assem-
bled in the charches, publicly praying
together, bearing witness to the fact
tbat he who answers the call of duty
obeys the'law of God. The smallest
villages as well as tho largest cities,
all present the same spectacle of a her-
oio gacrifice. The Bishops in person
show their paternal solicitude, and all

- over the country thoussnds of voices

in unsmmous concert proclaim the
greatness of the people's resignation

£ °and the magnitude of the sacrifice dé-

manded. Thus religion, ofileially
silenced by infidel and illegal ensot.
monts, resumos its position and obar-
acter in the social practicea and
cuctoms of a Catholio pooplo—a resuls
recisely tho roverao of what the
ramors of tho iniquitous law hagd in
viow when they passed tho deoreo,

+|-«~But sosnos of a still more instruotive

and soul-stirring charaoter aro exhib.
ited on tho ocoasion of the consoripts’
farowell moetings in the churches.
Amongst thom wo sece tho young
ccolesinatios, who, a3 loyal subjects,
humbly submit to the rigour of the
law, iniquitous though it bo, for aspir-
ants to tho ochurch at all times and
cverywhere onjoyed sn caclesiastical
immunity from oivil service. These
muster at the foot of tho altar in pre-
gence of their Bishop and Professors.
Twenty, thirty, forly of them, frow
the dioceso to which thoy belong, are
there wearing the livery of true sol-
diers of Christ—thoe black cassock to
indioate that they are already dead to
this world, and tho white coltn, the
aymbol of a lifoe of innocence and
sanctity in proparation for their Levi-
tical duties in God's Holy Church.
To-day they form the phalanx of that
army in battle array terrible to the
devil and the unbeliever alike; to.
morrow to don the soldier's uniform.
Oh! could you but listen to the elo-
quent farawell address of tho Bishops
to their ¢ muat-be-soldier’ gons!
Called by God to serve their country,
as ohurchmen, in defence of the souls
of their fellowmen, they ars constrain-
ed to submit to a shameful legisiation
which imposes on them an additional
sacrifire,

The priests, the Bishops, presiding
over these farewell coremonies, whilst
loudly protesting agsinst the cowardly
violation of their right, s they did
whilst the decree was being debated
in Parliament, and giving expression
to the grief which an impions and
scandalous injustice causes them to
feel, address the poor children of the
Sanctuary with worde of patiencs,
resignation, perseverance and confi-
dence in God. Then Massg is said, at
the closa of which they renew their
sacred promises and engagements to
God and to their Bishop, who embraces
them as they come up, one by one,
for his farewell blessing. This cere.
mony adds to the manifestation an
indescribable character, and tears flow
frecly from the eyes of all bystanders,
strangers and friends alike, whilst the
parting * consoripts * show by their
impertnrable serenityand cheerfulness,
as though they passed from one col-
lege duty to another, that they mean
to start on an expedition whercin
victory shall be theirs.

The barracks being their novitiate,
they must sscrifice the spiritual and
educational training of the Scminary
with tho duties sacred to their holy
calling, and practics ander terrible
diffionlties the virtues which later on
they shall have to teach with the
authority of the priesthood.

The writer of these lines has just
received & letter from one of his rela-
tives, a Semiuarian of the Collsge of
Lyons, who is now a soldier at Belley-
YWhat he says is well calgulated to
excite the deepest pity for this class of
young eoldiers, and to induce the
faithful to ?ray fervently for tho pre-
servation of the Faith in France by
the preservation of a fervent priest-
hood, more needed now than ever
before. The ¢ Abbe " writes as one
from another world :

“I am where I never dresmed I
should ever be! I had to give up the
noble habit of the Sanctuaxy, which
it had been my delight to wear for
over two years, and don the uniform
of a French infantry soldier! Oh,
bow cleverly the devil combined his
plan by means of his agents, the Free
masons! When still at the college I
could not quite realize the magnitude
of the dangers to which we Seminarists

are exposed at the Barracks. How

oan I desoribe tho lifo which I am
forcod to lead here, and picturo to you
tho company that surrounds mo! 1
fiad no words in the Fronoh language
to expresa tho feelings of my honest
soul. 1 shall not attempt to'give you
oven the faintost idea of what I Loar
and eco and feol and suffor—impossible
to touch on tho subject. Suffico it to
eay that tho Barracks aro tho groatest
ecliools of boastliness (aorutissemnent)
and of imwmorality. Ono must, indeed,
geo, to know, what iz moant by
“ abrutissement,” and to what excess
and shameless licontiousnoss a man
goos whon ho bocomes o beast. Tho
language which I hear is limited to
the ooarsest expressions, the most
monstrous obsoenities and most ro-
volting blasphemics! Evory word is
8 8in, evory gesture a orime, overy
laugh expressive of somo diabolical
idea, Ob, how well tho Freomasons,
in thoeir Atheistio schools, have trained
the boys who aro to-day the soldiors
of France! Tho wildest animals for
the wildest preyl But for the thought
that I am on duty and must make the
sacrifica I should have long einco
deserted and gone over to Ireland,
The life I am forced to lead is simply
inconceivable ; I suffor indeseribablo
moral pains; and what is worse, so
far no regard is shown for me, who
am known to bo a clerical, a Seminar-
iat, the red reg, it would seem, vefore
the bull! A thousand times rather te
be on the bauks of the Ubanghi, in
the Dark Oontinent, with your mis-
sionaries, than in this helll I re.
member my Seminaty, my chapel, my
school-room, my directors; 1 thiuk of
the charms, the calm, the peacefulness
of my companions at the Seminary,
I think of you, of all I know, and the
contragt of what 18 with that which
was, but adds to my agony! Oh,
more than ever pity me and pray for
me, that I may come out of the Baby-
lonian farnace without injury and sing
my Benedicits omnia opera Dominé
Domino 1"

Were it not for the meroy of Goa,
incalculable would be the effects on a
Catholic nation, needing an astive staff
of forty thousand priests, the con
sequences of such a state of things ag
that now described—the barracks
would be the insatiablo whirlpools
where ourecolesiastical vocations would
bo shipwrecked, the mouths of hell
which would swallow all that 15 holy
for ever. God, who protected Daniel
in the midst of the lions, even to.day,
however, foils the designs of the wicked
and He brings in the person of the
prieat-soldiers & powerful disinfectant
into the vitiated military quarters,
whose iumates are the more worthy of
God's compassion as their despotic
ralers, despite of every protestation,
had suppressed the spiritual help and
action of the army chaplains. And
oh! how the Almighty has already
confounded the pride of His encmiag,
These had olosed the barracks to the
Army chaplains; bui, unconsoiously,
they framed, on the other band, a
decrne by which the Seminarists, a
whole army of chaplaing in themselves,
are to be quartered permanently with
the soldiers. Does this not show the
bour of God's mercy on tho unjustly
oppressed peopla, who sacrifice their
heart’s blood for the salvation of their
country ? Thus the persecutors have
ro opened the doors of the barracks to
Chnistian traditions, and brought the
priest into contact with the soldier and.
the Catholic priesthood into contact
with the people; thus God, in His
mercy, turns evil to good account.
Already the people commence to see
that the odious military law aimed at
the clergy is supremely absurd.—Irish
Catholic and Nation.

If the Baby 1a Cutting Teoeth

Be sure and use that old, well-tried remedy,
Mre. Winslow's Soothing Syrup for children
teething. It svothes the child, softens the
gums, allays all pain, cures wind colic and
is the best remedy for disrrhwa, Twaaty.
five oents a bottle. It is the bostof all

Loaflels from Lorette,

Among tho good things that
Christmas broughit to our canclum
was this oxcelient publication of the
pupils of Lorstto Abboy. Opinions
msy diffor as to what the standard
ond characier of a schicol surnal
should be. As a atimulus to ares!
study, an aid to thorough echo.acship,
and an ovidenoo of corrcot litaary
tasto and oulture, we consider the
Leaflets a vory good model indoed.
It is intoresting, bright and sparkling
from beginning to ond. And it is
suggeativoe, solid and instructive, withal
showing oxtengive, varied and thought.
ful reading on the part of the pupils,
and judicious, thorough training on
tho part of the teachers. And, what
soems to us most commendsble, it is
evidontly the honest work of the pupile
themsilves, with very little, if any,
outsidoe aid. .

Each contributor has something
good and all are well worth reading,
from the pretty opening poem to the
capital musical catechism and the
graceful obitrary tribute to the memory
of Miss Ohopitea. Milton says Eve
wus ‘““the fairest of his daughters,”
and blies O'Leary might therefore
justify her telling us that the ¢ Father
of his coantry' was * his country’s
best beloved son.”” But we beg to
asgure Miss Robinson that Mrs. O'Fla.
herty never said ** aslapo ™ for asleep,
Dialect is not the strong point of
writers or teachers at the Abboy this

ear.

y In general, however, the contribu.
tors of last year show marked improve-
ment in purity of diction and porfeo.
tion of atyle, and the new recruits give
hopeful premise of successful work.
This Ohristwas rumber is on the
‘whole & crecit ¢o the gifted pupils of
Loretto Abbey, and will be a Christ-
mas joy to their teachers and frieunds.
We wish the Leaflets many Happy
Now Years.

Kulights of St. John,

8t. Mary's Commandery 210 R. C, U.
Kuights of 8t. John held ther regular meet-
ing on Sunday Dec. 9th inst, The president
was greeted with & large attendance of 8t.
Mary's Knights, and aﬁo a good represent.
ation from other ¢ ty commanderies amongst
them being Sr. Kta, W. H. Cahill, Hafly,
Kew, Murphy of St. Paul's Commandery,
Sir Kts, Callaghan and Kelz o! Leo, No. 2,
all of whom delivered stirring and inat-
ructive addresses pertaining to the wellare
of the union in geseral.

8t. Mary’s Commandery No. 216, R.C.U.
Knights of St. John, «held their regular
meoting on Sunday afternoon, Dec. 23¢d,
and clocted the following officers for 1695 ¢

President, Joseph McEvoy, acclamation ;
Ist Vico- President, J. E. Whelaa; 2ad
Vico-President. Ed. Dovine ; Rec. Secrotary,
Jdohu P, McCartby ; Financial Socretary,
Ed, Peterson ; Treasurer, Chas, Bird, accla-
mation ; D r of ceremoaies, P, C, Roasi-
tar; Sergeant-at-Arms, John Whelan ; Trus-
teex, I Furlong, J. J. Doye, Michael
Clenoy, Chas. O'Brien, T. A, Mclntyre,

Theinstallation will take placs on Sunday,
January 6th, 1895, at their new hall, corner
Qaoen and Camoron atreets at 2 P.M , after
which an open meeting will-bs held, com.
meacing at 8.80 p.m. where all members of
other city Commanderies and their friends
will be welcomed to hear Sir Kuight W, H.
Cahill deliver his able lecture on the
¢ Koights of St. John.”

The following was unanimously adopted
by St. Mary's Commandery, 216 Knights of
St. John.

Whereas tho aliwise Provideuos has called
o his oternal reward the beloved Father of
our estoemed Brother Sir Koight Clanoy,

Ba it resolvad that we the members of St.
Msry’s Commandery, No. 216 R.C. U.
Eaighta of St John unite in expressing our
sincere éympathy for the sad loss that Sir
Kouight Clanov bas suatained by the death
of his brloved Father, and we priy that
divine Providence through the intercession
of his Holy mother may give him strength to
bear bis sad loss with Christisn ation,

Bo it further resolved that a copy of this
Tesolution b2 spreid in the minates of this
meetiog' and forwarded to the Caraolic
Reo1sTER and official messenger for publica.
tiva. Cuas. O'BrixN, Secretary,

8o thoroug is the exocellcnoe of Ayer's
Hair Vigor that it can be used with benefit
by any person, no matter what may be the
condition of the hair, and in overy oave it

oocaalons satisfaction and ﬁmu. in add-
ition to the ben:fit which lnvariably comes

from its use,



