
Scencs in& a I"iciù, t' Pirio.

in a stamie of ill lcalthh; urafortunately, ina the neighbourhood of'
sorne laids who were by stealth knocking dowra apple1t, :and maik.
ing off ivitia their prize. IVithout a moment's ivarning, the gar-
dener, who %vas %vatching bis fruit from bebind a secret staind,
fired wvath bis musket. 1 a the flaish in front lrom the mid--t of
ai bush. In arn instant, my fricnil fell on his bacli. Not iausI)ectin-
he was sliot, but supposing raitier thait he report of the mnuske t
lîad been too powerful for bis stitte of nervous <lebîhiy, and liauI
occasioned only a swoon, 1 sprang forward to lift himn tp, nhlen,
to my consternation and horror, 1 saw the bloori gqushing trom hi.,
hreast. le uttered not a word !my friend was siiot ; lie lay a
brcathless corpseat my tèet ! The cowardly ivretch who had ac-
complislied h*9 murderous purpose, esc;aped tlaîough a privaîte
<loor by ivhichi ho bad access to the orchard, wvîthout coming ibrob'
the prison,and thns eludcld the rage of the prisoners. Ta allay the
commotion ivith wvhich justice %Vaas invoked aaiit this 11-igrint,
outrage, the Commissary promised thaît enjuiry should be institts
ted and justice done. On thec folloiving day, a committee ofgcn.
tlemen was nppointed to examine the case. Their enquiry ivag
limited to the fact, whether or riot the deceasqed hait been guilty
of taking any of the fruit. No opinion wvas ever expresse<l whe-
ther the crime alleged wvas %vorthy of dcath ! No fruit had been
found on bis person. A surgeoni was directed to open the body
and examine the stomnach :No fçtuit wvas there. Yet, innocent as
he biad been proved to bc, no fiarther steps wcre takien to bring
the murderer te answver for bis conduct !

This atrocious deed ivas but the precursor of more rnelanch)oly
scenes of' %vide-sprcadingr devastotion. %Ve were led, from one or
two dark indications, to suspect that deliberate malice, and uiit
mere connivance at murder wvantonly committed, was deterrnined
1against the whole of the prisoners. About this time the frightful
intelligence wis conimunicateci to us, by some of the inhabitants of
the towvn 'vho visited the prison, ihiat the Comoeittee of Public
Safety had actually causeil a decree to, pass the Convention, for
the extermination of ail prisorlers of ivar 1 AnI that in future ne
quarter %vas to be shewn ta any ofi the allieri forces wvho rnight be
taken ira arms against the French Republic. In tbis condition of
dreadful suspense ive wcre kept 1*0r a conàklerable time, like
criminals under sentence ofi dcath, aiw«Iiting the day when we
were to be broïîght forth for execution. Our terrors were raiseil
to the highest possible degree, not only by the dismal report.q
ivhich reached us of the massacres whicb were daily perpetratcvd
hy Frenchmen of opposite factions uipon each other at Parig,
«Nartcs, Lyons, and other parts of the country, but aise by tbe fol-
lowing occurrence :-One morning, to our great consternation, a
detachment of soldiers under arms entered the prison-yard, which
was generally crowded with prisoners, and forcihly seized on fifty
of the first persons on whoni tbey could lay their bands, the rest
maliing their escape ina the utmost atarm, as shecp are seen to fly
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