168 JOURNAL

OF EDUCATION [NovEy=ER,

general enjoyment I might say to general morality also, for all of
us know and can understand how much immorality springs from that
sheer craving for excitement of some kind which is apt to arise in
the minds of impressionable persons engaged in monotonous employ-
ment, and with no sufficient mental occupation.—( Hear, hear.) 1
have spoken of instructions of thiskind as mainly intended to give
pleasure of a reasonable and respectable kind. Ithink that is prac-
tically their chief, though it is far from being their only function.
Real and earnest students are not very many, numerically speaking,
in any rank of life,—(hear, hear.); and if, on the one hand, the
greater spread of instruction tends to multiply the number of such,
still, on the other hand, it must not Le forgotten that the demands
of practical life are in the present day more absorbing than ever they
were before.  Still, of real and earnest students you will have some ;
and it is hard to say how much labor may be spared to such men by
giving them access at once and easily to the works on the subjects in
which they are interested.”

It has often struck us that much valuable time is sometimes wast-
od by sober and ingenious working-men in inventing what has al-
ready been invented; a circumstance of which they are ignorant,
but which when once discovered almost overwhelms them with dis-
appointment. In reference to this class, and a remedy for their
miaagplication of time and talent, his Lordship says :

‘8o also with regard to a very numerous class and not a wealthy
one ; I mean inventors or would-be inventors. They, by referring
to the specifications of the Patent Office, which, I presume you
have, here, may see what is new, and what is not new ; and they
may be saved from that fate which to my knowledge, has not un-
frequently befallen ingenious and self-taught men, that of inventing
over again, of re-discovering, of course to their great dissappoint-
menat‘1 when they find that what they have produced was well known
already.”

He has great confidence in the utility of the lending part of the
library scheme, and says :

‘I have greater faith in the practical utility of this than in any
other part of of the scheme. There are many persons who, for vari-
ous reasons, are not likely to frequent a reading room. Some think
their clothes are not good enough ; some live too far off, and think
they cannot spare the time ; others, women especially, feel a cer-
tain shyness in coming alone into a crowded hall. 1 dont attach
much weight to any of those reasons, but still they will operateon a
certain number of people. There is also this to consider: however
largely a reading-room may be used, its space is, by the nature of the
case, limited, whereas there is no limit whatever to the circula-
tion of books among the population when those books are given
out to be read at home. I do mot know whether it is possible,
but if it be so, I think it will be very desirable, that works
should be lent not merely to individuals, but also to all such clubs,

or institutions, or associations, as are willing to use them, of course
the same security being taken for their proper treatment and resto-
ration as is taken when they are lent to individuals. The last thing
I shall say is that I don’t think we ought to be annoyed or disap-
pointed if it turns out here as it does in other places and very pro-
bably may here, that the largest demand is for works of fiction,
(Applause.) Of course one should regret it if the demand were con-

ned exclusively to such works. We all sympathize in the wish ex-
pressed by the Mayor that you may have in this institution a really
valuable collection, for purposes of reference, of standard works,—
a collection which may not be unworthy of one of the greatest of
English towns. But if it should turn out that the most popular
works for general circulation are works of fiction, I don’t think that
it is any reason for disappointment, or for saying your scheme is a
failure. I never understood why it is so much the practice on occa-
sions of this kind for educated men, who themselves enjoy a good
novel as well as anybody—(hear, hear),—to disparage its popularity.
I never heard that, as a general rule among the educated classes,
men after a hard day’s work were much in the habit of sitting down to
pursue abstruse historical inquiries, or to solve mathematical prob-
lems. Of course there will be a certain number of men whose love
of knowledge and science is gennine and sincere. Provide by all
means for them ; but what I say is, don’t be ashamed, don’t think
you are yielding too much to the weakness of humanity, if you make
large and liberal provision for those, who, in frequenting an institu-
tion of this kind, look almost wholly for innocent and not wholly
useless enjoyment. (Hear, hear.) Of all kinds of literature I take
it works of fiction are those in which the greatest and most marked
improvement has taken place within the last fifty years; and as
studies of life and manuers they may, in their way, be quite as use-
ful as some works of a higher and more pretentious character.
(Hear, hear.) Then don’t let us grudge amusement to those who
come here solely for that purpose.  Let us be satisfied if it is harm-
less, as in 999 cases out of a thousand we may be sure it will be.
Life is to many of us engaged in monotonous and mechanical em-
ployments a dull and common-place affair; and with our English
climate we are none the worse, but all the better, morally as well as
materially, for a little sunshine.”

There is no doubt much truth in the above remarks by His Lord-
ship relative to works of fiction. The human mlnd, especially dur-
ing youth, does demand some sacrifice to the imagination and fancy ;
and if in these works the pictures presented be pure, the sentiments
sound and clevating, and the tone of the composition moral, with
the tacit, if not explicit, acknowledgment of a yet higher influence,
it were foolish to proscribe them. The evil to be guarded against is
that they shall not be allowed to occupy too much of the leisure of
life, and, by being indulged in to excess, enervate, instead of refresh,
the mind.—Montreal Witness.
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of Education the following full and interesting Statement of the
the Depository of the Upper Canada Educational Department,
1864 inclusive.
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