
PREFACE. y

Sunny S;de.

My Dear Sir

:

—I am glad- to learn that you intend to publish

your narrative and descriptive writings in a collected form. I have

read parta of them as they were published ecparatoly, and the great

pleasure derived from the perusal makes mo desirous of having the

whole in my possession. They carry us into the fastnesses of our

mountains, the depths of our forests, the watery wilderness of our

lakes and rivers, giving us pictures of savage life and savngo tribes,

Indian legends, fishing and hunting anecdotes, the adventures of

trappers and backwoodsmen; our whole arcanum, in short, of indi-

genous poetry and romance : to use a favorite phrase of the old dis-

coverers, " they lay open the secrets of the country to us."

I cannot but believe your work will be well received, and meet

with the wide circulation which it assuredly merits.

With best wishes for your success, I remain, my dear sir.

Yours, very truly,

WASHINGTON IRVING.

But another of the " Literary Fathers," who has honored me with

his friendly advice, is the Hon. Edward Everett, and, as I have his

permission for doing so, I trust my readers will excuse me for print-

ing the following lettei- r

Washington, February 19th, 1853.

Dear Sir

:

—I am much obliged to you for the copy of the English

edition of your life of Mr. Webster, kindly ^nt with your note of

yesterday.

I fully concur with the opinions expressed by Mr. Irving, on the

subject of a collective edition of your narrative aid descriptive writ-

ings. Having, during nearly all the time since they began to appear,

been engaged in official duties, which have left me but little time for


