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time fufficient to put it out of their power to return for that

ieafon ; and, therefore, his continuing there fix thomhs, as he

did) till his fquadron, that had heen the terror, become the jeft

«f the Spaniards, Vras altogether nefedlefe. A little before

Chfiftmas he Weigh^d^ and failed for Jamaica, after fucU a lofs

of men, and in fo wretched x condition, that I cannot prevail

*iipdn imyfelf to enter into the particulars of a difafter, which I

lieartily wifii could be blotted out of the annals, and put of the

remembrance of this nation ^.

It happened very luckily for him, that there Were at that

time in the ifland of Jamaica, a great number of feanien out of

tmploym€Bt, fo that in two months time his fquadron was once

more manned, and in a condition to put to fea ; which he did»

iand ftooti over to Carthagena^ where he was able to do little

or nothing ; for the Spaniards had by this time recGvered their

fpirits, and began to make reprifals, fcizing the Prince Frederic^

n South-fea fljip, then at La Vera Cruz, with all the vefleU

and cflfecls belonging to that company, which admiral Hoficr'

dl rtdced demand, but to no purpofe. He continued cruizing

'r o'i feas, ahd fome of his fliips took feveral SpaniHi prizes^

molt of which were afterwards refbored j and in this iltuation

things cohtinucd till the vice-admiral breathed his laft,. on the

23d of Auguft, 1727. But that, and what followed, being

without the limits of this work, 1 have nothing farther to fay

bf this expedition, which, whether well or ill concerted at

home, was undoubtedly executed with great courage ami con-

du£l by this unfortunate commander, who loft his feamen twice

(Dver, and whofe fhips were totally rained by the worms in thofe

fcas, which created a mighty clamour at home, and was, with*

out doubt, a prodigious lofs to the nation.

The Spaniards, intending to Ihew that they were not intinii-

i^atcd by thefe mighty naval armaments, proceeded in the

ftheme they had formed, of attacking the important fortrefs of

' Gibraltar j and towards the ciofe of the year 1 726, their arniVj,

wnder the count dc ks Torres, aclually came before the place.

Our miniftry at home having had previous intelligence of this
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