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terwards rolls his head on the (briae of xht fatnti.

Thia Arine is faid, by the Arabs^ to cosiiain r.o

other relimiea than bones of camels or lUTes, thai

have periilicd id the: defert, and have Ibeen coi»

ledea by the monks | but the latter affirnri that

it is the repofitory of the bodies of feven fair^i),

amoorwhom, Maxlmonsand DomadioOBStf.mstt"
tioned as the objeAs of peculiar veneration.

There were but three prieftaand a few friars \n

the convent, at the period of our traveller's re">

fearches; but they Were frequently vifited by the

Coptic cultivators, who came to do penance for

their fins and to fopply the fathers with the roesnit

of fubfiftence. The common provifiona of the
community are chiefly the alms of the rich

Copts« at Cairo, and are conveyed to the monaf-
tery twice or thrice a year, by caravans of ca*

ndels; . Their meals, which Amply coniiA of
buifcuif, made of flour of lentils atid rice boikd
in fait and water; deteftable cheefej and, by
cbonce a little honey, are ufnetly ea^en in ?i re-

fedory, while one of the monaftics reaJk tor the
edificetion of his brethren : their 6n1; beverage is

a bracktih and unpalatabk wstei'.

The cells of the monks ars vaulted and exceed*
ingly low, and their drels perfectly accords with
their wretched habitations. A kind of robe and
a long ihirt; of black linen, conflitnte the whole
of their apparel ; the difnial colour of which,
together with their dark complexion, mean look,

and fliort flatore, combines to render the Coptic

monaflics the nioft usly of mankind, as they are

likewife the moft filthy and dtfgufiingi
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