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—The Polish Exile*—Regret*
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longhi to reach it. The Polanders claimed the rights of men,
and they are sent to weep their loss in Siberia. Wherever
the principles, in which we so thanklessly live, are even
whispered in Europe, there comes the wild beast of oppres-
sion. His iron step is heard in the university, his gripe ia

felt in the school and at the fireside: while on this side of
the Atlantic, education, universal example, and the govern-
ment—even self-interest and prejudice itself, invite, nay,
in a manner, constrain us to hear the language of liberty
and humanity, and to associate to sustain them ; in Europe,
the warmest hearts are chilled by the sight of the mana-
cles and dungeons to which such sentiments are condemned.
Indeed, nobler, more exalted men than we, men with a far
livelier and more active devotion to the good of mankind
than ourselves, are now, while we speak, shut up in prison,
in loneliness and misery, friendless and oppressed, because
the enemies of truth and righteousness, of light and wisdom,
of liberty and right, are too many and too strong.

Now are there no greater duties incumbent on us than to
eat and drink, and take the good of the things around us

!

Is there no higher object for us to aim at than merely to
gain wealth and honour, or to exercise power ? Whoever
devotes himself exclusively to either of these, is an enemy
of our country, a foe to mankind, a blot on our land, a de-
predator of our advantages, an ingrate to our heavenly
benefactor.

The two hundred and thirty-six Polanders who have been
sent to the United States, by the arbitrary and inhuman
power of Austria, have among them individuals presenting
peculiar claims to the interest and kindness of Aaiericans.
Most of them are severe sufferers for the sake of liberal

views and patriotic exertions in favour of freedom. A few
of them, however, were of bad character, and were sent
here to discredit the others. The government of Austria is

a severe despotism ; and one of its most detestable features
was displayed in an attempt to injure the characters of men
whose patriotism they hated and feared. After these Po-
landers had been imprisoned at Brinder for some months,
on various pretexts, without trial or charge, having been

22


