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is much in the phraseology adopted, as well as in the ideas at-

tempted to be conveyed, that I never fully received, and that, in

¥act, to my mind, never became intelligible; and I fancy, for that
very good reason, that

" Nonsense can ne'er be underatood.'*

I beg, therefore, at the outset, to disclaim any special respect for

lon^ established prejudices, for superstitious whims, and for Pu-
seyism, either diluted or pure, whether found in creeds or forms,
or the expressed opinions of any teacher of any church, Wcsleyan
or other. Truth alone, I trust, shall decide. It is intended, by
the aid of all the light and help I can obtain by means of sincere

prayer, much reading and careful thought, simply and fearlessly,

and as clearly and fuUjjr as possible, to present what I believe to

be correct sentiments m reference to the points involved—senti-

ments in accordance with Scripture, truth, and reason; an honored
Trinity always in happy unity.

^fOne, very important question meets us at the threshold of th3

subject

—

Are (fhiWren memhera of the Church of Christ on. eanih ?

Without controversy, they are. It is incontrovertibly estf^blished

by the plainest teachings of the Book of God, that infants and
little children are—thanks to Jesus Christ !

—

in a gracioua state.

See Matt, xviii., 2-5; Kom. v., 12-20; Matt, xix., 14. How foil

the afi&rm tion !—" Of such is the Kingdom of Heaven." If these

gracious \\or'^s of the Saviour mean, that children are " heirs of

tuture gloi dien are they, by essential qualification, assuredly

members i o church on earm-—a church including all accepted
and hojy peibuns. If the Lord Jesus Christ does Twt refe^ to fiieir

liiture state. He must then be understood simply to affirm their

membership in the church on earth; and, in so doing, he in-

structed the Jews, that children sufier no loss by Christianity,

compared with Judeaism. The " Covenant of Bedceming Love"
in Cnrist Jesus is a merciftil provision of Divine Grace, extending

backward and reaching forward, so as to place every child of the

Jmmm race in a state of " Justification unto life," and of unavoid-

able consequence, members of the ti'ue church on earth. " If the
' ipany,' that is, all mp,nkind, have died through the * offence of

one,' certainly the * gift by grace,' which abounds unto many by
Jesus Christ, must have reference to every human being.'*—^Dr.

A. Clarke. So Rev. R. Watson—"If infants are thus redeemed
and sanctified in their nature, and are before death made *meet
for the inheritance of the sdints in light,' so that in this worid
th^ are placed in the same relation to Cnrist as an adult believer,

Who deriyes sanctifying influence from Him; they are, thefeford.


