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VW.—Thc Cabots.

Notes addrossi'd to llie Hoy.il Society of ('(iiiiulii in I'ccl ilicatiou of some statements
ill papers coiitrihutL'd by Mr. S. !•;. Dawson (o llio TruiiHuclioiis

.if 18iM, ISil.-) and IHil?.

By Hknry IfAnRissK.

(Presented by Sir .lolin llonrinot and reaii May 25th, 1S08.)

T.

" Mr. ffarrisse, who, in his 'Jo/in and l^rbasfhin f^nliot,' hint lorittm

in favour of Cape lircton, has, in his fat est luxih, ' The Discorerij of North

America,' ffonc bade to Laln-ailnr. He [Jiad previoush/li decided for Cape

Percy:' (Di-. Duwson's moiiograi)li of 18!I4. j). 5-1; of 1896, p. 10; of

1808, )). 141.)

If during many \'oars Dr. Daw.son liolieved the landfall of John

Cabot to have been in Newfoundland, and afterwards believed that it was

at Cape Breton, I do not .see wiiy 1 could not believe as well in 18!)6

Cabot's landfall to have been in Labrailor. !su])]X).sing that in 18f<2 I be-

lieved it was at Cape Breton. But, as luck will have it, I happen never

to have written "in favour of Cape Breton," and .still less to b.ave " de-

cided for Ca])e Percy."

What I have said is, that tlie map of 7.1^4 l'>eatcd the Landfall in Cajie

Breton, or at Cape Percy, And at the same time, I expressed my lack

of confidence either in that cartographical averment or in the map itself.

Here are the very words written by me on the subject in 1882, in the

"John and Sebastian Cabot :
" ''La localiti' indiqut'e sui- la niappemonde

do 1544 comme atterrisseraent de Jean et de Sebastien Cabot en 14!t7, ne

peut etro, d'apres ee document, que le pays correspondant sur nos cartes h

I'ile du Cap Breton."' (Jean ct S^bastien Cabot. Paris, 1882, p. (]4.)

'• C'est done au Cap Percd, et nulle part ailleurs que, selon la carte de

1344, Jean et S^bastien Cabot ont atterri ; c'est \k que, les premiers entre

les navigateurs du XV'' siecle, ils aurai.cnt [sic, and not ' ils onf] foul^ le

sol du continent americain." {Op. cit., p. 66.)

" Cette analyse repose sur la prisomption que les proHls de la mappc-

monde do Cabot proviennent de documents cartographiques contempo-

rains de la decouverte. Peut-on cependant aftirmer ce fait et voir dans

ces delineations une lid61e copie des epurcs de .loan Cabot on de sop

fils ? " {Loc. cit.)

" II importe de rdsoudre cette question, car si la carte de 1544 a ^t^

dressee entierement tie m^moire, ou d'apres des releves faits par des carto-


