
fact's ,'i,L,Miii.--t t'ni'rsl (l('>tnii'tinii as liimly ii> Htlirr mural .vils arc

(.\c\>i\. Ftii'tlicr than this, with us hm', each Statt- and carh rinviinf

has an inlcrcst, in the action which its nci,i;hh(Hirin,L; State or Province

takes or n(\L,dccts to take on this (|uestion. < )ur i:,vvai rivers have

often their fountain lieails, or the t'ountain heads of their t I'ilaitaries,

in one or nioi'e Slates or Provinces, anil then course theii' way to the

<;reiit lakes, or the sea, throii^Lfh otlier States or Provinces. Have not

tlioso wliose lands alon^i,' the route are watereil hy these rivers, the

cities, towns and villa;.;es wdiich are scatti'red alou'^' their l)anks, and

the puhlic which makes ust; of Oie steanihoats and other craft which

}tly upon their surface, an und(,'nial)le inlei'cst in seciu.L;' that these

waterways arc not impaired hy tiie liurnin^Lf or cuttin,::; away of the

forests at these fouutfiiu lunids 1 It is the province of every Slate to

leL;is!ate, for itself, or to withhold lei^islation, hut in this case, ilu;

iiei_L;hhourin,n' States have a clear right to ask that tiieir waterways

and water sujiijlies shall not he imi>aired or cut oll'hy its ne;^lect to

provi(h3 proper legislation or pro[)er oversight.

The remedial measures which 1 would suggest with a view to the

])reservatiou and renewal of (mr foi'ests ai'c in some respects iMpially

ai)plical)le to the Ignited States and to Canada.

The leases of timl)cr areas T would restrict to detinite periods of

fivi! or at most seven years, and when the lea.^e expired, the particular

area covered Ijy it should have a rest of say twenty-live years, to allow

of the young trees attaining merchantahle value. The dfect of this

would be to largely check si)eculation in timber limits, and would

give ample time to Inma ji<h' lumbermen to get out all lai'gc; sized

timber. It should be incumbent on each lessee to show his Ikdm

Jiijcs by erecting a mill within a given time either at or convenient to

the limits, unless he has a special i»crmit to Avork the limits for sijuare

timber.

The timl)er limits themseh'es should be restricte(l in size to about

fifty sijuare miles. This is now done in .NFanitoba by the Dominion

Government. The parcelling out of the tinil)er country into detinite,

liniit(!d areas Avould enaljlc each ( iovernment to more systematically

carry out the system of alternate leases and rests for the forests.

The }>ioducti()n of st|uare timber should be discouraged, on account

of the great waste of material in forming the scpiare log, and l)(!caust^

of the additional food fov forest tires which this waste material

creates.


