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The next itemi is a very important one. 1

Lt relates to the commission for making an ti

investigation lnto the workings of >Life In- cr

surance Coxupanies in Canada. There have g4

been strong objections taken to the appoint- w

ment of a Royal Commission by the gov- eE

ernment. Many of their own friends and ti

supporters thInk that the question should m

have been left for parliament to deal vËitb, h

and that it was arrogating to thexuselves dI

a power which they should not have exer- n

clsed under the circumstances. Now I I

difier from the gentlemen who taire that t

view. !Speaking for myseif and for those

with whom 1 am associated ln Lif e Insur-

ance business, I express my gratification at

the conduct of the governmeiit ln this mat-

ter, and for this reason ;-after the exhibi-a

tion of a parliamentary committee which

we had two years ago, I came to the con-

clusion that If we want to get caimiy and

coolly at the bottom of the workings of Lite

Insurance Institutions ln this country, ve

had better have a small commission of

clever men with power to Investigate to

the fullest possible extent. I have seen It

xnentioned in one paper-I hope It Is not

correct-that the commissiotters are to be

confined ln their Investigations to the rules

,of a court. Now that will neyer accomplish

the object which the dissatisfied, which the

people of Canada have ln view at the pre-

sent moment.

Hon. Mr. CLORAN-It wiil acconipiish

nothing.

lion. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-I have

since seen other authoritative statement5

that titis 15 not to be the case, we have a

faint idea fromn experience of what the rules

of a court are in reference to evidence. We

know that in a parlianientary committee the

principle laid down is that you can probe a

question to the very bottom, and that you

are not to be trammelled by the rules of a

court as to the evidence to be produced. 1

shouid be glad to hear fromn the gentleman

who is to reply to me that the commission

Is to have full powers. Lt lias been argued

-and there is a great deal of force in it-

thiat the mere fact of appointing a commis-

sion inferentinlly indicates that something

is wrong and therefore casts a reflection

upon the honesty of the management of the

different life companies in Canada. Those

,%vlio have taken an interest ln the question

Hon. Sir M.ACKENZIE BOWELL.

thinic must come to the conclusion that
te excitement throughout the country,
reated by the Improper nttncks-and 1 was
uing to say the Improper motives of those
'ho have raised titis agitation-have creat-
d discontent and suspicion ln the minds of
ie people on account of the exposures
hidi took place In the United States, and
ence it was necessary that a cairn and ju-

ious commission should be appointed to

inke the fullest investigation. go f ar as

know, the companies ln thus country court
bat investigation. That errors may have
een committed by directors I do not think

9 at ail Improbable. We ail commit errors

n our own business, and we very often
nd out these errors afterwards and try to

ect differently ln the future. That may be

lie case with some of the companies; but I

tenture this opinion, from some little study

~f tlie question, that it will be found that

rn tite wliole there bas been none of that

>oodling which characterized the American
~ompanles. If there lias been sucli, let the

blnme faîl upon those who have committed
t, and let thexu suffer the consequences.

That ls one portion at least of the.govern-
muent îolicy that I confess I approve of.

We are next told that the work la con-

nection wltb the eastern division of the

Grand Trunk Pacific is belng proceeded

w1th very satisfactorU.y and that it Is lioped
before long to have a report laid be-

fore parîlament. 1 do not know how my

hon. friend from Wellington (Hon. Mr. Mc-

Mullen) lias heen able to undergo the

strain which must have heen upon bis

mind during tlie delay whicb lias taken

place ia the last two or three years, for

fear of tint Invasion whicb was to take

pilace (rom the other side of the line in case
we dîd not have this safe rond over whlch

to send westward, ammunition and guns.

However, it is about three years since the
Bill was passed and we have had no trouble
yet. I think we are safe now. The Minister
of Militia told the people a short time ago

that we were under the protection of the
Yanloee Navy-that the Monroe doctrine was

the safeguard of this country. As the gentle-

man to whom lie addressed these remarks
very nptly said, If that lie the case, you bad
better contribute to the maintenance of the

United States navy, because if they are pro-

tecting- us -wc ought not to ask tliem to do

it for nothing. 1 wonder if the Minister of


