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lest exteîît because of the great commerce-
the great industry everywhere. Trains were
packeil to tlieir utabost and the building of
cais iras being earried on as rapidly as
possible. The various raiiway companies had
built a large number of cars. The Canadiaxi
Pacific Railway and Canada Atlantic Rail-
way and other roads had ail they believed
to be requisite, but they were found not to be
sufficient to inîcet the demond of tiiese genî-
tlemen. The argument I mode there, and
the argument 1 make here niow. is this :If
raili-ay compaffies are forced to supply an
abinormali numb)er of cars at one time for
carrying any quantity of freiglit, and these
cars are to lie i(le at another period of the
year. it creates a condition whereby the
shipper pays a great penalty for the keep-
ing of these cars idie, for the reason that the
traffic lias to lie crowded into two, or three,
or four inolitlis. ivIiclî slîould extend over
fen or twelv-e miontlis. ond thaf condition !i-
poses a very great Ioss to the shipper be-
catis@ lie is the mail wiio lias te pay for if
in flie enîd. 1 renieiber the argument used
there very distinctly, thaf tue railways shouid
suPI)pY cars alid supily tli at once. If
w1as askIi1ig for ait utter impossîbîiity. Our
raiiways want to do ail the business they
can do, just as w-e as ladividuals want to
do ail w-e conl do. but f0 ask for an impos-
sibulity is, to my mind, an absurdify.

Hon. 'Mr. ROBEIITSQN-There connot be
any doubt about that.

Hon. Mr. EDWARDS-Of course my free
trode views prevail alwoys, and I do thlnk
that a clause like this, instead of being ln
the Bill, should be sfricken out enfirely.

Our railways are enterprises for the pur-
pose of making nmoney, if possible, for the
stockholders, and thîey do not desire to neg-
iect their business any more thaî ive desire
to îîegiect oui business, and I f or one am
unuile to see wlîv conditions shouid lie made
to surround raiiw-ays that do îîot surround
uther elîteriprises ii this country. Soine dlaim
tliat these restrictions are jusfitied becouse
the raiiways ie subsidized-weii. whiy is a
railway subsidized lu Canmada ? A railwoy
is subsidized in Canada because oui' populo-
tdon is sa) sparse thiat it is perfectiv imipos-
sible to liid 1rivate capital to Iuild rail-
va y s until Claais very mnucli ii re dense-

iy popiulated fliaji if is to-day. Now the

subsidy tbat is given is a subsidy whiel,
should be commensurate with the require-
ments, and flot a subsidy which means that
the raiiway company is to pay back the
Canadian people anythlng at ail. The rail-
way should only get such a subsidy as is
right, and it shouid be under no obligation
to, pay back to anybody anything, and I
dissent absolutely from the condition where-
by the rates are fixed for raiiways by tue
government or any other tribunal iii Canl-
ada. The proper condition, and the only
true and soiind condieo'n is thrnt competition
shouid rule iii ail these thiujgs.. That Is the
oniy ti'ue and sound position, and there
are besiçles this clause, a great niany
clauses la this Bill hampering tix, iailways,
placing them under unfair <:-o-adition.s. The
railways should be f ree agents, juiýt exactly
as manufacturers and commer.-ifil mnen are
free agents. We have no right to iegisiate
the rates for which raiiways shahl carry
freights any more than we have the rîght
to legisiate the price of wlieat or anything
else.

Hon. Mr. WATSON-I just wisli to say a
few wvords, and 1 do niot need to apologize
for sayiug them after the remarks we have
heard with regard to the west. My hon.
friend from Rockiand tells us that railways
are subsidized, and why ? Because the set-
tiemeîît of the country is sparse, and the
goveriiment have to subsidize railways to
secuire the service required by the people la
the country. For. that reason, we expect to
get a service, because our railways are sub-
sidized. The hon, gentleman from Welling-
ton saya we expect unreasonable thinga in
the west. I wish to inform the bon. gentie-
mnaî that iast fou, wlien w-e xvere askin)g
for cars, w-e were toid they were required
for Ontario and we could not get thenh.
Last year the Canadian Paciflc I<aiiway
piaccd ail the cars tlîey couid at the disposai
of the farmers for whent. Tiiere was soine
littie deiay liu the threshing season, and wlien
they were liolding the cars for wheat the
Blritishi Columbia lumbermen compiained,
and tue resuit was the Britîshi Columnbia luni-
berinen sent down a deputatioxi here anîd
got a preference on cars for Britislh Colum-
hi:î lumiber, id tue cars w'ere rushied over
there. It got late in the season, and a cry
ivas riised that peop)le werc' goilig to freeze
if tlîey couid not get coal, and thie prefer-


