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that Parliament not amend the human rights code, the Canadian 
Human Rights Act or the Charter of Rights and Freedoms in any 
way that would tend to indicate societal approval of same sex 
relationships or of homosexuality, including amending the 
human rights code to include in the prohibited grounds of 
discrimination the undefined phrase of sexual orientation.

An increasing number of Canadians are concerned the gov
ernment has not recognized that we have a crime problem in 
this country and not a gun problem.

The petitions are coming into my office on a daily basis and 
the petitioners ask for strict enforcement of existing statutes 
governing the use of firearms in the commission of an offence, 
with particular emphasis on the rigorous use of section 85 of the 
Criminal Code.

The petitioners oppose further legislation on firearms ac
quisition and possession, and I agree with my petitioners.

[Translation]

RIGHTS OF THE UNBORN

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley): 
Madam Speaker, in two petitions the petitioners are praying that 
Parliament act immediately to extend protection to the unborn 
child by amending the Criminal Code to extend the same 
protection enjoyed by bom human beings to unborn human 
beings.RAILWAY TRANSPORT

Mr. André Caron (Jonquière): Madam Speaker, I am tabling 
a petition containing the signatures of 1,500 Quebecers opposed 
to the closing of the VIA rail line between Montreal and 
Jonquière.

The petitioners are asking Parliament for a one-year morato
rium on the anticipated reductions in service. They are also 
asking the Canadian government to hold public hearings so that 
those affected by losses of service can make known their 
disagreement with this decision.

As a representatvie of a remote area in Quebec experiencing 
serious economic problems, I support the action undertaken by 
the coalition to save the Montreal-Jonquière passenger train. I 
am opposed to the systematic dismantling of our rail infrastruc
tures under the pretext that rail travel is an outmoded, antiquated 
form of transportation too expensive to maintain.

• (1030)

EUTHANASIA

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley): 
Finally, Madam Speaker, I have two petitions in which the 
petitioners do not want Parliament to rescind an act of Parlia
ment or the decision of the Supreme Court of Canada on the right 
to die, on euthanasia.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Cliff Breitkreuz (Yellowhead): Madam Speaker, pur
suant to Standing Order 36 I am pleased to rise to present seven 
petitions on behalf of my constituents from Yellowhead. Three 
of these petitions come from the communities of Neerlandia and 
Barrhead, two from the town of Hinton and one petition each 
from Onoway and Drayton Valley.

These petitioners ask that Parliament do the following: that 
Parliament not indicate societal approval of same sex relation
ships; that Parliament amend the Criminal Code to extend 
protection to unborn human beings; and that Parliament not 
sanction the aiding or abetting of suicide or active or passive 
euthanasia.

Without the railway, Quebec is deprived of an infrastructure 
that could be important to its economic development in the years 
to come.

[English]

HUMAN RIGHTS

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of 
the Government in the House of Commons): Madam Speaker, 
I would ask that all questions be allowed to stand.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): Shall all questions be 
allowed to stand?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): I wish to inform the 
House that pursuant to Standing Order 33(2)(b), because of the 
ministerial statement Government Orders will be extended by 
20 minutes.

Mr. Dale Johnston (Wetaskiwin): Madam Speaker, under 
Standing Order 36 I am pleased to present a petition from 
Canadian citizens, most of whom are from my constituency.

These petitioners pray and request that Parliament not amend 
the human rights code, the human rights act or the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms in any way which would tend to indicate 
societal approval of same sex relationships or homosexuality, 
including amendment to the human rights code to include 
prohibited grounds of discrimination.

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley): 
Madam Speaker, I have six petitions to present this morning, 
two of which are petitions where the petitioners pray and request


