
COMMONS
TVa,' Refugees

the province of Alberta. I should like to
know if thera is any truth in that report,
what is the basis of it, and what is the
justification for it. It was represented to
me that this was discrimination against the
producers in western Canada.

Hon. J. E. MICHAUD (Acting Minister of
Munitions and Supply): Mr. Speaker, as this
is somathing new I shall take the question as
a notice and wvill tî'y to bring down the
information as soon as possible.

WAR REFUGEES
REPORT AS TO UJNITED STATES PROPOSAL FOR

PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS

On the orders of the day:
Mr. H. R. JACKMAN (Rosedale): 1 should

like to direct a question to tlic Prime Minister.
A Canadian Press dispatch dated ait London,
Marchi 7, rcads as follows:

The Press Association said yesterday it
learned that the British go-elrlincit lias
accepted the United States gevcerinicnt's pro-
posai for a prelianiiary two-pincer discussion
on the refugee problein.

The United States suggested tlie meeting be
held at Ottawa, but the meeting place is stîll
under discussion along with the composition
of the British delagation.

I wish the Prime Minister te amplify, if lio
will, the reply wbichi ha gave on March 4
to a similar question. Perhaps hae wvil also
be good enough to reply te the following:
Has the Canadian government issuied an invi-
tation for the conference to ha held in Canada?
Secondly, will the dominion seek reprasenta-
tien independently, or as a cemponent part
of the British empire, or net at ail?

Right Hon, W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister) : There ara a good many
Ilor's" in my hion. friend's question, but I
shall try te remiember them.

Mr. HANSON (Yerk-Sunbury): Thcy are
better than "but's".

Mi'. MACKENZIE KING: Yes. First of
ail may I say that 1 have net recaived any
information additional te that which I im-
partad te the bouse on the day I replied te
the question te which my hion, friand bas just
raferred. The communications were communi-
cations between the United States government
and the British goverament, raferring te a
conferenca betwecn the United States gevera-
ment and the British goernment. Thay were
in the nature of what might bo called explora-
tory communications. Thora was nothing final
about tham. As I stated at the time, the
Canadian goearnmant had bad soe com-
munication with the British government on
the question of refugees. But the particular
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correspondance refarred te, by' my hon, friand
originated with the United States government,
and we had net had any communication at ail
frem the United States gevernment. I am
unable to say whether the two governments
hlava agreed on having a conference. It was
snggested tentatively that Canada m'igbt be a
('envenient place te have the conference, but
thils suggestion wvas without any prier referance
te, Canada in the matter. undoubtedly bacause,
als I have said, the 'comnmunications ware
tentative and the United States was endeavour-
ing te, find eut fi'om tha British govarnment
xvbethar or where the British goverenent
weu]d agrea to have a confarence.

If we are invited te attend the cenferance
1 have net, the least doubt that our govern-
ment would be prepared te accapt. But I de
net think it weuld be cither right or proper
foi' Canada te extend an invitation to, the
United States and Britain te meet in Canada
in regardl te a matter about whichi they thcm-
ýzelves are conferring at this time.

Mr. JACI(MAN: Wonld the Prime Minis-
tel, seek representation notwithistanding the
ramarks hae has ma.de? becaisa hie himself on
Mardi 4 said:

The Canadiani governirent . . .will...
1)0 glad to examine any suggestions which tlîe
United States government inay ;ish te put for-
war(l as a contribution te the alleviatien of a
grava and distressing probleni.

Surely we in tluis country are as much
intarested in the rafugce prohlemn as thay are
iii the United States.

Mr'. MACKENZIE RINý\G: If we receive
communications on this mattar, and the nature
of the communications parmits, I shall be
plaasad to informi my lion, friand as to the
raply.

RATIONING

.ADDtITIONAi. CHARGE RY PUBLIC CATERERS FOR TEA,
COFFEE OR MILK

On the orders of the day:
Mr. ROBERT FAIR (Battle River): In

vmew of the racent increase allowed hy the
wartima pricas and trada board in the price of
tea, coffea and milk used as a beveraga or as a
luincheon, wbicb, will incraase the cost of living
by approximatoly fifty-five dollars a yaar to
aIl who are compelled te eat in rastaurants,
and for which. increase in pricas thora would
net seam te be any justification, wil] the
government consider baving this order of the
wartime pricas and trade board cancelled?

Hon, J. L. ILSLEY (Minister of Finance):
I should like te, be a little surer of soe of
the facts whicb the bon, gentleman incerpor-
ated into bis question bafore I make an answer.


