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construct. In Quebec there are hundreds of
miles of good provincial highways buiît by
that province, and there is only a link of not
more than 150 miles north of Maniwaki to
give direct communication to the northern
section of northern Ontario. So I repeat that
ail the pr~ovinces ehould be interested. Once
the thing is an accornplished fact-and the
undertaking will cost more than it should if
the routing is not logical-it will be too late
to criticize. This is the time to consider the
situation not in a parochial or regional but in
a national way. That is why I should like
to see a general discussion of the whole matter
by ail the representatives of al.l the provinces,
hecause I repeat that we are all directly
interested in such an undertaking.

I -have no quarrel with the southern section
of northern Ontario. Their battle is their
own. If they can show they have a better
case than we have; if they can show the
provincial or federal government that the
road should be constructed through their
section, all well and good. But then it be-
comes a local matter whereas the construction
of such a road is not a local but a national
question. As regards the routing of the trans-
Canada highway even ini northern Ontario, the
provincial assemblies should 'be consulted;
every province in this confederation should
have an interest in such a matter. Perhaps
some will say that it is *now too late in the
game for this. It is not too late, hecause it
will take five, six or ten years more before
the trans-Canada highway in northern Ontario
is finally completed. There are questions of
cost, of the country it will traverse, of mileage,
of where it should go, of what would be the
best routing so far as tourists are concerned.
One argument advanced by the good people
od the southern section of northern Ontario was
that the highway should be constructed dloser
to the United States border so that more
tourists from there might be attracted. That
argument, however, will not stand the light of
day, because we are building a road, flot for
the people of the United States, but for those
of Canada. In this regard we shouid apply
the.Canada firat policy. I repeat: The most
logical, the most economical and the proper
routing of that road is in the northern section
of northern Ontario.

Last summer in Calgary the Prime Minister
put the situation very well. I have not be-
fore me the newspaper reports of his observa-
tions, but I believe he said that the road
sbould go via North Bay over the Ferguson
highway-he omitted the name of Cochrane
-but mentioned Hearst; but at the saine
time the Ferguson highway takes in the towns
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of Cochrane and Haileybury. I was delighted
at the words of the Prime Minister, because
hie gave the impression, at least in our section
of the country, that hie was fully aware of the
geographical and physical situation. I was
also highly pleased at the comment made a
day or two afterwards by the present Minister
of Labour when he gave an interview which
appeared in the Ottawa Journal, saying that
hie was delighted at the words of the Prime
Minister; that the Ferguson highway was the
logical routing for the trans-Canada highway.
But a few days afterwards we had very strong
protests fromn Fort William, Port Arthur and,
more particularly, Sault Ste. Marie. We then
had the Premier of Ontario saying that no
decision had been reached; his statement was
almost to the effect that the Prime Minister
of Canada had no right to make such an
assertion; that the routing had not yet beeli
decided. As a representative of the northern
section of northern Ontario I began to believe
that the people of the southern section of
northern Ontario being greater in number
than we ase in the northern section, regard-
less of what the coat or mileage will be, the
routing would be through the southern sec-
tion and apparently, by the estimate that 1
have in my hand, millions of dollars have ai-
ready been spent in the southern section. I
am mentioning these facts not for political
advancement nor for any other political pur-
pose, but that the Canadian people may be
fully aware of the situation, and that the
problem, which is not local but national in
importance, may be deait with in a national
way. If I had the time I would read to the
house some commenta made in regard to the
matter by some independent newspapers.
They give statistica and prove by facts that
the moat economical and the ahortest route
would be in my section.

Some people have aaid that we have no
population yet. I atated a few minutes ago
that our population had within recent years
increased 800 per cent, and I think I am not
going too far in prophesying that within
twenty years the Porcupine, the James bay
and Hudson bay district on the Ontario aide
will have an increase of 10,000 or more pros-
perous homes. The ame thing will apply to
the Kapusks.sing district. There is bound to
bc an improvement in the mining and agri-
cultural districts in the north country. In
north and south Timiskaming: we have what
is known as the dlay belt, and in my view ît
would niaintain at least a million more popu-
l1ation. We have other areas which hold
potential resources.


