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it does flot mean British. To carry it to its
logicai conclusion, Jet us say that a Norwegian
fishing boat cornes over here and is chartered
to a fishing firrn in this country. Under the
ruieg of the Departrnent of Justice she would
be equaily entitied to ]and bier fish duty free.
Now how can she bie a Canadian fisbin:g vessel
wben under the Mercbant Sbipping Act and
in accordance with international ]aw she is
stili a Norwegian boat? But even assuming
that the Justice departrnent were right when
tbey ruied ber to be a Canadian fishing boat,
there is anotber consideration.

The officiais of the Department of Marine
and Fisberies know, or tbey ought to bave
known, that tbose boats are nlot chartered at
ail. Wbat is done is tbis, that the corporation
-there ;vere three, and two bave latterly been
concerned in the province of Nova Scotia-
does not enter into a charter in tbe ordinary
sense of the word, but it enters into an agree-
ment te purcbase the fish wbicb that trawler
mnay land at a certain pre-determined price.
For instance, during the rnontb of October
they mav agree to pay two cents a pound for
the fish ianded at a certain port. Tbe trawier
goes where she xviii, she cornes and goes as
she xviii, sbe is compiete mistress of bier own
destiny, except that sbe knows wben se
lands ber fish she is going to get a certain
price for tbora. So there is no cbarter in the
sense in wvbich the word charter is understood
iegail'v. There is subterfuge and evasion. Ail
the fI.Sh landed hy these trawlers sbould have

h0nsubjeet to duty. Tbey bave been taking
ijrý'ad out of the rnoutbs of Nova Scotia
fi-shermen for years to the knowledge-at ail
cxvents the departrnent ought te bave bad that
knowiedge-of the Departrnent of Marine and
Fisheries and the Departrnent of Customns.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): Are these
chartered Canadian cempanies in Nova Scotia,
that is, the companies that purchase the fisb?

Mr. ERNST: 1 believe that twe bold
Nova Scotia charters, and. as to, tbe tbird,
I do not know xvbether it bas a Dominion
or a Nova Scotia charter. But I do know
this. that in their reiationsbip with these
trawlers there is ne charter party in the sense
in whieb a charter is understood. Those
trawicrs are controiied entirely by the f oreign
agent who resides in Nova Scotia and pays
the men. Tbey have no connection witb the
cornpany wbatsoever. Sornetimes it is true
the Engiisb cornpany, or the cornpany wbich
sends tbe trawier to tbis country, sets Up a
man of straw, a Canadian, to wbomn they
charter the vessel, and the Canadian then
enters into an agreemnent with the fish coin-

[Mr. Ernst.]

pany, but tbat is ail done for the purpose of
evasion of tbe Custorns Act, and arnounts in
substance to defrauding tbe people of Nova
Scotia, particulariy the fishermen, of the
living wbicha is coming to, tbem. These six
traxvlers catch the equivaient of w-bat rougbly
tweety-fiveý bundred fishermen would do, ro
practicaiiy twenty-five hundred fishermen
have heen deprived of their living year in
and year eut tbrougb the iliegal action of
these traxvlers wbich have been landing their
flsh duty free.

I xvish te say te the Minister of Finance
that the first tbing xvhieh the fishermen of
the province ef Nova Scotia are interested in
is this: Tbey are interested in havie g tbat
abuse rigbted. This was a, year of tariff
reciassification, and they rnay very properly
have expected the Minister of Finance in bis
broad reciassifleation te ineiîîdp this itemn 9
under the customns tariff, se as te cornpei these
traxviers which corne here for a season aed
then go te pay the duty which they ought te
pay when they land their fish in Nova Scotia.

Mr. RALSTON: Do I understand my hion.
frieed su.-gsts there are sorne companies
xxhich hav'e mereiy a, nominai charter or an

aangement xvhieh is net a charter?Wiie
kindiy give the naines of those companies?

Mr. ERINST: I shail net divuige the earnes
ef those companies on the floor, hut I wiii
say te the hion. member that if hie will look
up the evideece ef Mr. Wilson given at the
hearing ef the fisheries commission heid in
Halifax hie wiil fied there evideece which wili
substantiate everything I arn sayieg:

Mr. RALSTON: Thiat is S. Y. Wilson?

Mr. ERNST: Yes; the bon. gentlernan
knows te xvhoma I refer. I say furtber te the
Minister ef Finance that there wiii be dis-
appeietrnent over the whoie coast, line of Nova
Scotia that the gevernrnent appareetiy has
net had the courage te grapple xvitb this prob-
lern. l'le inference wili be drawn, rigbtly
or wroegiy, that it bas net bad the courage
because the officiaIs of these cempanies sup-
port this government. That may be a wrong
interence; I hope it is, 'but I do hope for the
sake et the fishermen ef Nova Scotia that
serne redress wili he given during the present
session.

I tear that it is *going te be tee late te
have an adequate discussion ef the report ef
the fislheries comrnission when it is tabled,
but I do urge upon the government that im-
mediate action is necessary. We are geing to
lese large numbers of our men te the United
States during the coming surnier unless seme-
thing is done. Somnething must be done,


