through the hot months in the committee rooms

and in this chamber, will welcome any steps to
render as brief as possible the session on which
we are now entering. I believe, Sir, that every
member of this House has come here actuated by

ests of Canada. however we may  difter politically.
and whatever divergence there may be in our views
as to the methods of obtaining that great end. 1
would be sorry to think that there is one member
in the House whe has come here for any other
purpose than to iegislate, in order to develop the

resonrees, to promote the imdustries, and to do,
everything in his power to further the interests of |
I believe that the members

our beloved country.
of this House. actuated by that principle, will also
keep in mind the fact that Canada, while blessed in
many wavs, while one of the fairest of kawlds, while
Kind Providence seems tohave exhansted herhornof
plenty inpoaring blessing=uponourland, still. Thope,
the members will remember that with all these
blessings, we have one defect inour country. We
simply as Canadians have no  historic past. we
have no national history to which to point our
young men : a history which is necessary for the
fostering of that national spirit which is =0 indis-
pensable for the growth of a young country.
Although we have every blessing save this of a
national history, vet through our providential con-
nection with the mother had, which can hoast of
a history. the most glorious amongst the nations of
the carth, we become possessed of a histovie past.
I hope the members of this House, in legislating
during the present Session, will remember that we
have the great and glorious history of the mother
country to look back to, and that every nume in
the roll of English worthies. whether heroes by
land or sea. whether they are names honoured in

fellow subjects in the mother land @ that every
mercatitile expedition, maritime venture or mis-
sionary enterprise in which Great Britain has
engaged in, is ours as well as theirs, that by every :
ray of glory which has glistened in the folds of the
Union .Jack we are much
lighted and warmed as they, and 1 hope the mem.

as

here to legislate in the interests of Cananda. will so ;

frame their legislation. that all their acts may also

the interests of Canada along the line, which is at
once the surest, most honourable and most per-
manent, that is. along the line of British connection.

I have much pleasure in moving the following reso- |
. fisheries.

lution : —

That a humble Address he presented to His Excellency .
the Governor General, to thank His Excellency for his;
gracious Speech at the opening of the preseut Session,
and further to assure His Excelleney—

1. That we receive withmuch pleasure His Excellency's
expression of gratification at meeting us again at the
commencement of the Parliamentary Session. and rejoice :
that His Excellency is able to congrutulate us upon the :
general prosperity of the Dominion, and upon the abund- ;
ant harvest with which Providence has blessed all paris
of the country. . :

2. That we share the feeling of profound sorrow aroused !
by the lamented and untimely death of His Royval High- ;
ness the Duke of Clarence and Avondale,and are pleased :
to learn that the sympathy with Her Majesty and Their ;

yal Highoesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, in |
their bereavement, which has prevailed in the Dominion |
on this melancholy occasion, has_found expression in |
regpectful messages of condolence from His Excellency’s |
Ministers, from the Provincial Governments, and from |
many other representative bodies.
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3. That we hear with aatistaction that the negotiations
with respect to seal fishing in Behring Sea have been con-
tinued, with a view to the adiustment by arbitration. of

- the difficulties which have arisen between Her Majesty's
; Government and that of the United States on that sub-

ject: that Commissioners have been appointed by Luth

. , . s : “overnments, to investigate the circumstances of se:
no other view than that of legislating in the inter- i iy ¢ Juvestigate the circumstanees of scal

lite in Behring Sea. to report thereon. and 10 sugeest the
measures, if any. which they may deem neecessary for its
proper protection and preservation : that the Commis-
sioners are proeceding with their deliberations in Wash-
ington. and that the resnlts will shortly be communicated
to Her Majesty’s Guvernment: and that we trust. with
Hiz Excellency, that their investigutions, and the deter-
minazion of the Arbitrators who are to be appointed.
may icad to a just and equitable settlement of this long
pending diffienliy,

4. That we learn with interest that the meeting which
had been arrapged with the United States Government or
aday in Octeber last, for an informal discussion on the
extension of tmde betweenthe iwo countries,and on other
tuteruntionul watters requiringe adjustment, was post-
poned at their request. ban gha i complianee with amore
recent intimation tfrom that Government, three of §lis
Excellenex’s Ministers prececied 1o Washington, and
conferred with representatives of the Adminisiration of
the United S:tates on thoase subjeess 2 amd that we are mueh
sratified by the intormation that aon amicable nuderstanid-
ing was arrived at respecting the steps to be taken for the
establishment of the bhoundary of Alaska, and for reci-
proeity of serviees in cases of wreek and salvage, that
arranzements were also reachied for the appointment of
an International Commission to veport on the regulations
which may be adopted by the United Staies and Canada
for the prevention of destructive methods of fishing nnil
the pollutivn of streams, aud tor establishing unitormity
ol ¢lose scasons, amd other meaus for the preservation
and inerease of fish, and also that @ valuable and triendly
interchange of views respecting other imporiant matters
tuok place.

S That we are well pleased to be informed that, in

—aeeandance with the promise given at the ¢lose of the last

Nession, a Commis-ion has been issued to investigate the

Sworking of the Civil Serviee Act, and other matters con-

neeted with the Civil Service gsenerally, i that the report
of the Commission will be laid betore us during the

 present Session.

6. That we thank Hiz Exccllency for informing us that
the conclusions of the Commission on the manutacture of

- . i heet-roa sugar will also be laid hetore us,
science or literature or art, are ours as well as our !

7. That weagree with His Excelleney that it is desirable
that the tishery rezalations in British Celnabia should be
examined amd revised =o as to adapt them betier 1o the
requirements ot the fisheries in that Province. and are
glad to know that a Commnmission has been issued with that
vbjeet.

N, That we will earefully consider the imporiant meas-
ure respecting the Criminal Law. which was laid Lefore
us last Session, amd wiich His Exccllency is pleased 1o

p s : . \
! L . i inform us has been revised and improved,as a resalt of
bers of this Hunse, so vemembering while sitting ;

the expression of views elicited by its presentation to
Parliament, aud will be submiited to us: that onr earnest

; attention will also be directed to _any measures laid be-
; s | . ? fure us for the rediztribution of seats cousequent upon
be framed with a single eve to the promotion of

the Census returns. for the establishment of the bound-
aries of the Territories, andd for the amalgamation of the
Deparrments of Marine and Fisheries: and that we will
willingly consider any Bills presented to us tor the

“amendment of the Civil Service Act, the Acis relating to

real properiy in the Territories, and those respecting the

9, That we thauk Hix Excelleney tor informing us that
the aceounts for the past year will be laid before us as
well as the Estimates tor the ensuing year, and that the
said Estimates have been prepared with a due regard
to cconomy and the requirements of the publie service.

0. That His Excellency may rest assnred that these
important subjects, and all matters affecting the public

: juterests which may be brought before 13, will receive our

best consideration: and that we thank His Exceliency
for the expression of' his confidence that we will address
ourselves to tnem with earnestness and assiduity.

Mr. BAIN (Soulanges.) (Trauslation.) Mr.
Speaker, unlike my hon. friend (Mr. Northrup) who
spoke first, and those who occupied my position in
former years, 1 have not, in undertuking the import-
ant task which is now mine, of secondingthe Address
in answer to the Speech from the Throne, the privi-
lege of asking the indulgence of the hon. members
of this House, on account of my youth, or of my



