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c way in whielh iotes are now taken by inpile-
Ient agents, the notes reciting that if the party

parts with any portion of his property the note
shall mature at ionce. I have kiown cases in which
these have beenî used, and parties have almost
ruined somte men by :suing 011 the Inotes, although
they w-cre inot due for two or three vears. I do
lot knowv wlhether we Can reach anything of that
kind in this louse. I think there is an Act of the
Ontario Legislature which would reach these
parties, althougI I aim not sure. However, I im
quite iii accord with the spirit of the Bill intro-
duceil by the lion. member, and -I a inexceedingly
pleased to learn that the Minister of Justice is dis-
posed to recogize its importance, and to give it
his serions consideration, with the view- of having it
become law at the earliest possible date.

Mr. McMILLAN. Thei ho. gentleman lias not
alluded to another class -of frauds that have been
largely practised iii the \\est-that is, the light-
uinîg rod frauds. A case caine under muîy observation
wlhere a lighitning rod agent caine iito a settlenient
andi went to a farmer, and asked the privilege of
puttinîg ligltning rods 0mn his buildings .without
costing limîî ainythin'g, as the agent only wishied to
put up the rods for au advertisement. Thefairmer·
w-as simnfle and uneducated, and the agent got him
to signwha;tle supposed was a paper allowing
im to put a lightning rod on his barn without

being guilty of trespass. But after the iau liad
left the farmner-s suspicions were aroused, and it
turnefl out tlat lie had signed an ordeir for a lot of
liglitning rods, and given his note for thein, and it
alnost rtuinîed the nan w-he he liad to pay the1
note. I think this Bill is necessary in the interest
of tlie agricuiltural conununuity, and I hope the
Minister of.Justice wilL not throw aiv impedimient
in the way .of its becomning law. It iiay be impos-
sible to inelude iii this Bill ail classes of frauds
practised upon farmers: but if a Bill' was once
passed aind'it was found to'ibe ineffective, it could.
be amended so as to cover other classes of frauds.

Mr. CORBY. I agree with the lion. mnember
for East Hastings (Nr. Burdett) tlhat it is very
important that this Bill slhould pass this session.
The County cf Hastings has been overrun for years
with hay-fork agents. hîulless oats agents, and
seed-whîeat iei, and I hope the 4..ovei-nment will
take up this BillaiinI )ass it this session.

Mr. BA RRON. The House wil probably renem-
ber that iii the first and second session of the last
Parlianent this natter w-as brought up by way of
resolution, and a conunittee w-as appointed, who
went on and took evidence throughout the first
session, and also, I think, during the next session.
That evidence was printed lin book formi and dis-
tributed, and was very useful iideed. I think
there was a consensus of opinion in that coinmmittee
that it would be very difficult indeed to legislate
so as to meet the variety of cases which came before
the commîittee. There is no doubt whatever that
a large portion of the coîmnunity, throughout
Ontario especially, are deînanding legislation of the
kind proposed by the hon. iember for Hastings;
It seens to me, however, that the criminal law,
such as we have to-day, will reach nearly every
case that has occurred.
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Mr. BARRON. Wel, soue lion. gentlemen say
no." but I think that if thev will put the criiminal

law in force they -will fini that it will reacli the
iajority of cases, at ail eveints. That lias been my

experience, because I have had sonething to do iii
prosecuting men who have cairried on these vicious
practices. There is, however, this mnuch to be
gained by this legislation, that it ains at these
practices which have beenî carried 1on. and it may
frihten people who have been iii the habit of
carrying thein on and prevent thein fron doing sof in the future. However, if it is possible1 i hope
that sonie such legislation as is' proposed imay be
brought about, aind perhaps mny sugrestion that
the work of the committee during the fitrst and

f second session of the last Parliament mnight be util-
ized w-ill be adopted by the Minister of Justice. He
imiglht examine that evidence and take in the
variety of cases that. came before the conunittee,

I with a view of framing legislation that woild
cover them all.

NMr. MA$SON. I quite agree witlh the principle
of this Bill, and think it is very necessaiy that
these frauds should be met in detail by special
legislation. Many years ago we had a very exten-
sive clause put in our Criminal Act, known as the
omnibus clause, which was supposed to emnbrace ail
these kiis of frauds. The gentleman who ias
just spoken says that linmany cases these frauds can
be reached by that law, but my expeirience, not in
prosecuting, but iii defendinîg, is that it is very
hard to secure a conviction. Iu fact, grand juries
throw out the bill. Vhen the Crown closes the
case judges dismiss the accused: when petit juries
consider then they find them înot guilty. These
fraudulently-disposed persons display great. ingen-
'ity, andm with afull knowledtre of the stat'te as it

stands to-(äy, ticy.tryirn somev ay to evade the strict
laniguage of the statute. Even when this Act pro-
viides.,a penalty for selling- these articles at aiicti-
tious priceàor at a donible.pric, tliey will evade it
in soine way by selliiig a little less than double
price, and iu that way, being at the sane time as-
sisted by grand juries and by petit juries, they will
succeed in evading the penalties which they should
incur. I an in favour of the principle of the Bill,
and I think many of the points that have been
spoken of should be embraced in it-not that I
believe the pIacing of such an Act on the Statute-
books would frighten or alarmn those fi-audulent
peî sons ani prevent themn attenmpting to carry out
their nefarious practices, but it would enable us,
when they (do so, to secure convictions.

Mr. DAVIES (P. E.I.) If the state of our society
is that ind(.icated, I fear very imucli that the passage
of this Bill will not give any relief. If graind juries
fail to find bills against such parties, if petit juries
refuse to find thein guilty, and that under the direct
cognizance and with the consent of the judge, no
Act that can be passed will relieve the evil. I an
quite sure nearly every hon. gentleman is in favour
of the object of the present Bill. Personally, I agree
with the hon. ienber for Victoria (Ir. Barron) in
the opinion, and I thhik it is one worthy of consi-
deration, that the law as it stands enables you to
reach any person who commits a fraud such as is
contemplated by this Bill. The difficulty I have
always found is, that the person comnitting the
fraud leaves the country, and the note or other
security signed by the farnmer is left ini the
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