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Mr. HexpersoN.—That would be quite possible and that would remove the objec-
~ tion which I have made, but I do not see what good the tariff would be.

Mr. Carrorr, M.P.—How does the Bill affect that particular kind of freight?

Mr. Hexperson.—As far as T can see the Bill brings us under the Railway Com-
mission, and the Railway Commission causes us to fix a tariff. I did not know the

Railway Commission would allow you to put in a tariff ranging from one cent a hun-
dred to $5 a hundred.

Senator Youxa.—You spoke of railway owned vessels? Do they carry much grain?

“Mr. HexpersoN.—They carry some grain but very little. When I speak of lake
and rail vessels, we are speaking of the C. P. R. and Grand Trunk boats. Well they
carry comparatively little grain but they do carry some.

Senator Youna.—Do they meet your tariff when they carry grain?

Mr. Hexpersox.—1 do not know but I presume they do.

Senator Bostock.—They have no connection with your association ¢

Mr. HENDERSON.—No.

Senator BosTook.—You spoke of their reducing their rate of 5 cents to three and
a half cents. How did they do that?

My, HENDERSON.—I do not know.

Mr. Macreax, M.P.—Ts the lake and rail service flexible?

~ Mr. HEeNDERSON.—Tt is absolutely flexible.

Mr. Macreax, M.P.—Then our Commission can provide the flexibility.

My. HENDERSON.—T cannot see the point exactly.

Mr. Macreay, M.P.—You say the lake and rail freight rate is flexible.

My, HeENDERSON.—T do not think the lake and rail freight is flexible.

Mr. M,\('LE;\N, M.P.—I thought you said it was. :

Mr. Hexpersox.—Well the ¢ at-and-east’ is not flexible except by giving notice.

Mr. MacrLeax, M.P.—What do you mean by that?

Mr. HexpErsoN.—TFrom Georgian Bay ports to the seaboard, but T desire to say

that on that particular point I am not very conversant with it, and I think perhaps
later on Mr. Richardson might make a statement.

Myr. NEsBirt, M.P—They were carrying it at 5 cents a while ago, and now at
three and a quarter cents. It must have been flexible.

Mr. HexpeErsON.—It took them some time to do it. They probably rested on their
oars before they did that.

Senator WATSON.—I do not think the Commission would object to the lowering
of rates.

Mr. HENDERSON.—By giving notice. I think you will find that it will mean a
diversion of a great deal of our grain business over American routes, if we are going
te work on a tariff, and the American lines are working without any tariff, because
the Inter-State Commerce Commission do not assume any control over the bulk
freighter.

Senator Warsox.—The western free trader is more interested in the rates than in
the routes.

Mr. HeENDERSON.—He might be more interested in the rates of freight than those
in the east.

Senator WarsoNn.—Ie is more interested in the rates than he is in the routeing.

Mr. HENDERSON.—From the seaboard.

Senator WATSoN.—No, from his farm to the seaboard.

Mr. HeENDERSON.—Well possibly he is. That is quite right. The Canadian com-
petition helps the farmer or the wheat grower to get cheaper rates than he would if




