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weaponry. 

5. Any armed attack on the territory of the Allies, from whatever direction, would be covered by 
Articles 5 and 6 of the Washington Treaty. However, Alliance security must also take account of 
the global context. Alliance security interests can be affected by other risks of a wider nature, 
including acts of terrorism, sabotage and organised crime, and by the disruption of the flow of vital 
resources. The uncontrolled movement of large numbers of people, particularly as a consequence 
of armed conflicts, can also pose problems for security and stability affecting the Alliance. 
Arrangements exist within the Alliance for consultation among the Allies under Article 4 of the 
Washington Treaty and, where appropriate, co-ordination of their efforts including their responses 
to risks of this kind. 

* * * * * 

Part IV - Guidelines for the Alliance's Forces 

Principles Of Alliance Strategy 

1. The Alliance will maintain the necessary military capabilities to accomplish the full range of 
NATO's missions. The principles of Allied solidarity and strategic unity remain paramount for all 
Alliance missions. Alliance forces must safeguard NATO's military effectiveness and freedom of 
action. The security of all Allies is indivisible: an attack on one is an attack on all. With respect to 
collective defence under Article 5 of the Washington Treaty, the combined military forces of the 
Alliance must be capable of deterring any potential aggression against it, of stopping an aggressor's 
advance as far forward as possible should an attack nevertheless occur, and of ensuring the political 
independence and territorial integrity of its member states. They must also be prepared to contribute 
to'conflict prevention and to conduct non-Article 5 crisis response operations. The Alliance's forces 
have essential roles in fostering cooperation and understanding with NATO's Partners and other 
states, particularly in helping Partners to prepare for potential participation in NATO-led PfP 
operations. Thus they contribute to the preservation of peace, to the safeguarding of common 
security interests of Alliance members, and to the maintenance of the security and stability of the 
Euro-Atlantic area. By deterring the use of NBC weapons, they contribute to Alliance efforts aimed 
at preventing the proliferation of these weapons and their delivery means. 

2. The achievement of the Alliance's aims depends critically on the equitable sharing of the roles, 
risks and responsibilities, as well as the benefits, of common defence. The presence of United States 
military forces in Europe remains vital to the security of Europe, which is inseparably linked to that 
of North America. The North American Allies contribute to the Alliance through military forces 
available for Alliance missions, through their broader contribution to international peace and 
security, and through the provision of unique training facilities on the North American continent. 
The European Allies also make wide-ranging and substantial contributions. As the process of 
developing the ESDI within the Alliance progresses, the European Allies will further enhance their 
contribution to the common defence and to international peace and stability including through 


