
The 2000 Review of the Non-Proliferation Treaty concluded with a consensus accepted by the
five Nuclear Weapon States for an "unequivocal undertaking to accomplish the total eliniination
of their nuclear arsenals". The NPT bas 187 signatorles, maklng it the world's most
comprehensive disarmament treaty.

The International Court of Justice ruled that nuclear weapons are implicitly illegal, and that
negotiations to eliminate themn must be concluded. The overwhelming majority of nations at the
UN have voted for their elimination in recent General Assembly resolutions. Can these high-level
actions be dismissed as mer. naïveté?

Senior niilitary figures ini both the United States and Russia state that nuclear weapons cannot be
used to fight wars and are too dangerous to maintain. A statement signed by 131 international
civilian leaders from 49 countries, including 52 past or present presidents and prime ministers,

w'th


