
STANDARDS - TESTING AND CERTIFICATIO N

A

ISSUE

The Eux~opean Commission is in the process. of formulating
procedures for establishing mutual recognition of test-ing and
bertification agreements with third countries . . Canada is r-oncernecl
that unless mutual testing and c~rtificatïon agreenents are
conc~ludecï between Canada and, the EC, Canadian exports to the
Community may be curtai.].eâ .

SAC YtW~OUND

An integral part of the, Single Market. process has been the
harmonization of existing standards among EC Member states, and
the development of new Ec (and, indeed Europe-wide) standa-rds .
Early in 1991 , the Eurapean Commission will be seeking a
neqotxating mandate from . the EC Council prior to &ngaging in the
negotiation of mutual recognition agreements with third countrxes .
Canada has already made kn6wn its views,. and has familiarized the
Commission with the Canadian natïanal standards system which can
serye as the basis for the negati-ation of an EC-Canada.agr8esment .

EC POSITION

The Commission's mandate will include the requirement of
reciprocity in any negotiated agreement . Prelâ.minary discussions
have reveaied that th 6 EC, exgects a b i Iateral agreement with
to be less pr,oblemati.c than may be the case with other trading
partnërs .

C AINADIAH POSITIOR

.Canada recogflXze .~ that there is an aâvantage to exparters of
a broader stAndArd's r.egime as it should be éasier to comply with
one common .set Of aiAndards, rzither than :several .

Canada- has requested that the EC's negotiating mandate allow
for existing agreements between Canadian organizations and E C
Member States to continue to -func-txon . Spec ific agreements already
in place include (a) B .C . Council of Forest Industries ( C DFY ). ; (b)
Canadia-n Standards . Association (CSA) and British Standards-
Institute, on acceptance of test results on electrical products ;
(c) CSA and Netherlands standards bddy, also with r.espe.ct to
èlectiical }?roducts . The CSA would also likë to continue its
prë5en,t training p.rogx`am for procluc.t inspoctors in Europe .

Current ptoduct areas of Canadian priority for inclusion in
a mutual recognition agreement include : (a) wood prvducts ; (b)
telecommunipat'ions equipment ; ( c) pharma-ceutxcals and medical
devices ; (d) manufactured machinery and equipment prodUcts ; (e)
non-wood products affected by construction diréctives .


