(C.W.B.. April 15, 1954)

EXTENSION OF AIR DEFENCES IN FAR NORTH

CANADA-U.S. STATEMENT: .In a joint state-

ment .issued s1multaneously in Ottawa.and Wash-

ington on .April 8, the Canadian and United

States Governments outlined-measures- being

taken- to extend the air:defence barrlers of

the: North American.Continent.. : :
. The- text of the 'statement: :

. “Because of the possibility of aggressive
air attacks against North America, the Cana-
dian.and United States ‘Govérnments after: the
Second World War.continued the co-operative
arrangements  for the defence of North America
whichihad:been-brought into effect during the
-war. Since that. time, ‘there have been estab-
. lished in both‘ countries' fully manned radar
screens forithe detection of a: potentlal en-
emy, and installations for interceptor air-
craft'and anti-aircraft weapons.- At- all stages,
planning has been: carried:on between the two
countries on a joint basis:‘Consultations and
co-operation at all levels have been constant
and completely satisfactory.

- STRENGTHEN DEFENCES .

- For:some time now,  the Canadlan and United
States Governments have been.appraising the
~air defence system to define the steps re-
-quired to strengthen.our defences in the light
of recent advances in the destructive. capabl-
lities of atomic weapons agalnst targets in
our two' countries.

‘For the past “four years, work has been
going on at high priority on the construction
of a large and costly radar chain which is
required not only to detect enemy: bombers but
also to control fighter aircraft engaged in

the task of interception. This radar chain is

known as the Pinetree .Chain. . ,

Long before the Pinetree project was ap-
proaching" completlon the ml.l:.tary planners of
the two countries were engaged. in. an’ intensive
study -of what further steps might be desirable
and practicable. In October 1953, -a team of.
military and scientific advisers representing
both countries recommended that additional
early warning should be provided by the es-
- tablishment of a further radar system gener-
ally to the north of the settled territory in
Canada. The report of this team was considered
by the Chiefs 'of Staff of each country later
. that-month. At -a meeting in Washington in

November 1953; the Canadian representatives '

lnformed the Unlted States authorltl.es that
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Average: value‘ per acre of occupied farm
land last year ranged: from $30 in Saskatchewan
t0-$99 in British Columbia.. In Ontario- the
average was $98, -in Quebec $77. in Prince Ed-
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-ward Island $61, in'Nova Scotia and New Bruns- -

wick $54, in Manitoba $49 and in Alberta $43

per acre.’

- the Canadian Government was-prepared. to. pro-.

ceed immediately with the necessary surveys

- and’ siting for the pmposed new early warning
' radar system This work is already well ad-
* vanced.

There are many difficult problems to be

*solved in establlshlng this additional early

' warning system in the Canadian north. The

system will extend over thousends of miles and

-its survey will involve the examination of a

" and helicopter. In many areas, extreme' tem-’

great number of possible'sites. Much of the
ground- is inaccessible: except: by: tractor train

peratures are confronted for several months of
the year. Many technical problems, 'including

- the interference of the auroral. belt with el-
" ectronic devices, have-had to be’ overcome. In

overcoming the various technical problems in-.

- volved the United States Air Force is’ working
" closely with' the- Royal - Canadian Air Force

EARLY" WARNING

It is obvxously just as. 1mportant to have
early. warning of aircraft approaching target

-areas in North America from over the sea as

' the'United States Government is extending the -

from over Northem Canada. For: this reason,
early waming barrier across the north-eastem
and north-western seaward aH)maches .to North
America. The- Alaska- radar system is.co-ordin-
ated with those in Canada and the- continental
United States, and the development of airborne
radar is well advanced. S

In addition to these measures of common

“concern, both countries are working continu-

ously to improve the air defence installations

in the vicinity of the major target:areas.:

Here. too, co-operation between the United

"States and Canadian air defence commanders is

‘close, and unidentified aircraft are investi-

gated by the most immediately available inter-
ceptor force,.vhether Canadian.or American.

The defence of North America is part of the
defence of the North Atlantic. region to which

‘both Canada and the United States are pledged-
as signateries of the North Atlantic Treaty.:

Thus, the co-operative arrangements for:the
defence of this continent and for the parti-~
c1pat10n of Canadian and United States forces

in the defence of Furope are simply two sides
of the same-coin, two parts of a world-wide

-objective,  to preserve peace and to. defend

~
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freedom.

.
=

Repayment on loans to. foreign governments

‘ brought Canada $87,000,000 last year, $31,-

000,000 or 55% more than in 1952. Settlements
from the United Kingdom on-the loans of 1942

"and 1946 accounted for 74% of the 1953 repay-

ments as compared with 66% of the total in' the
preceding year.
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