" Organized in October, 1939, Canadian Legion War Services is one of the

o AR four voluntary orﬁanlzatnons authorized by the Canadian government-to

ks render auYL¢Jary services to.the. flghtlng iorcea, and it algo provides

: edueational services to troops in Canada and overseas, At ‘the present
time, more than 50,00Q" mx,mb:, rs of Canada™s Sverseas army, including units
of the 1st Canadian Division in Italy and re 1uFo*chent udltb in North
Afriea, arc being scrviced by thd Canadian legion War Services:.

Since the oz‘%;at:ization commeénced its activities Jn Novemb«,_,
1939, and up to December 31, 1942, there were 126,953 registrations for
. educational coursea, In addition, it handled 322, ,T9L peLsona] service
i cases, During the same pericd there was a total attendance of 20 5135,437
B In the 518 recreation huts built or leased by the organization, and -
& 013,895,177 in the 81 dry cantoens,  The Legion slgo maintains 1,773
G ‘llbrarleq and has more than = mililion books in ulrculaclon, :

The organization has distributed nearly,two million magazines,
36 million sheets of notepaper, 16 million envelopes and 40 miXlion
 .cigarettes; it has sponsored 17,681 concerts, dances and smokers, with an
.attendance of over four milliion troops, and 33,113 nncture pb:formqnces,
'with a total attendance of nearly 10 million, i,

x The organization has held 7,151 lnd’VJOLLl rollgio\‘ services in
~its huts, with an attendance of over one m*lixona‘

Covering practlcalWy every phase of war rélief worK, *he Cadadian Re" Cross
. Society has enlisted the voluntary assistance of some 2,096,600 persu..,
.0 "including 1,239,300 adults and 857,300 junior members, angw*259mhxgnches

~throughout Canadax The bulk of theso are working at. knitt ing and sewing
of comforts and supplies for the armed forces, hOSplt&l patients and
civilian relief; packlng parcels of food for prxsonerq of war; operating
\ blood donor clinics; or serv1ng in one of the four Red Cros Corpq° g

The Society alsc sponsors classes in home nura¢ng pnd first aid
i1+ ~through the voluntary assistance of graduate nurses. In order to utilize
.~ ito the fullest degree the home nursing and first aid fﬂ?liltl eg oLV the
"~ "« ..+Red -Cross and the St, John . Ambulance A35001at10n. the Two QrganiZations
'3:.-have recently co~ordinated these services under a joint board.
_ ; There are about 750,000 Womenﬁ 5n some 10, »00Q groups and Red Cross
workrooms, making. and packing comforts and supplies, Mere “han 21,278,370
artiecles of hospital supplies, comforts and relief’ "lomhlng have been
shipped overseas during the war and up to the end of 1942. by the Socie‘by°
;~Severa1 mllllon articles have beéen dlstributed in Canada’ and Nﬁwfcundland

. 8 Prov131on of food paroels for Canadian =nd British priscners.of
¢t ¢ War 'is one of the major activities of the Red Crose., By the end of 1942
about 3,000,000 food parcels had been packed.in Canada, Five packing
Plants are now in operation - at Montreal, Toronto; Hamhluonq Windsor and
Winnipeg - éach plant packing 20,000 p:cele Wbekly° It is estimated that
100,000 parcels a week will cost- $1;,OOO 000, in 1943. A budget of
$5, 500 000, for the packing of prisoners of war food parcels was sét by
the Society for 1943, and the balance above this budget will be paid for Dy
- the British, Australian and other Allied Red Cross Societies. .

To supplement food rations for prlsoners of war in anv coulit: 7,
the national Red Cross Society is permitted, under conditions laid down by
: the Prisoners of War Convention of Geneva, 1929, to send food in two ways:

(1) By shipping bulk svppWies to the pr:soue;s' ', o e
it chosen camp leaders 259
(2) By moking collective shlpments of 1dentlca1
individual parecels, not personally addressed, OEzt e
through the Incernatlona‘ Red Cross in ueveva‘ oy .
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b : The Canadian Red Cross parcel is uniform and thndard weighing
11 pounds, T#s contents vary slightly from time to time, but usually
Consist of the following 16 articles:




