THE PLA TYOUSTRY IN sanXICO T AND DZMAND FOR

PLA: .. RESINS AND PLASTIC PRODI CTION

MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT

1 BACKGROUND

The Mexican Chemical Industry, (and from which plastics
aerive) developea rapia.y from 1960 to the -980's. In 1960
Plant production matchz2z aomestic demand in then a protected
market. Growth rates :=veragea 15% annually: As part of the
Cehmicals Sector Petrc:hemicals drew five and a half times
between 1961 ana 1975. 1In 1964 there were cnly 68
petrochemical products made 1n Mexico. By 1978 this haag
lncreasea to 200. The number of proaucts aerivina from
petrochemicals has cont:inued =o expana 1in re=lation to
domestlc requirements and export demana on the 1nternational
market.

In Mexico, as elsewhere, synthetic fibers have continued to
drow, replacing natural fibpers. Synthetics grew at an
averade annual rate of 21.9% in the decade of the 1970's.
This growth however slowea in the 2arly 1980's aque to a
shortage of raw materials and low=gpricea imports.

However as the majority of synthet:ics fibers, and plastics in
general, aderive from o1l of which Msxico 1s one of the major
worla producers, this has permittea trne National Inaustry to
continue 1ts aevelopment 1in qivers:fied areas. Currently
the Plastics Industry in Mex1co 1is made up o 3340
manufacturer-proaucers. Half of trhese companies use as raw
materials the POLYOLEFINES and res:ns made up of low and
high-adensity polyethylene. Participation of the Plastics
Inaustry within the Manufacturing Sector increased 4.4% 1n
1986 ana 5.5% in 1987.

Currently (1988) of the manufacturers within the Mexican
Plastics Inaustry 70% Provide products for the domestic ana
lnternational markets as well as for the al. important
Mexican In-Bona Assembly Industry Program, 1in areas such as
Fooa lines, chemicals, petrochemicals, autormotive,
construction industry, agriculture, electro-ic,
telecommunications ana aomestic home proaucts etc. The
Mexican Plastics Industry (1987) :mplcyed 134,000 personnel.
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