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Wi  first and foremost the respo sibility of Governments. 1/ National strategies ,  
plans, policies and processeà are crucial in achieving this. International 

/ 

cooperation should support nd supplement such national efforts. In this 
context, the United Nation system has a key role to play. Other 
international ) aad-regional organizations are also called upon to contribute to 
this effort. The broadest public participation and the active involvement of 
the non-governmental organizations and other groups should also be encouraged. 

4. 	[The developmental and environmental objectives of Agenda 21 will require 
a substantial flow of new and additional financial resources to countries in 
need, particularlyveloping countries in order to cover the incremental 
costs for the actions they have to undertake to deal with global environmental 
problems and to accelerate sustainable development. Financial resources are 
also required for strengthening the capacity of international institutions for 
the implementation of Agenda 21. An indicative order-of-magnitude assessment 
of costs is included in each of the programme areas. This assessment will 
need to be examined and refined by the relevant implementing agencies and 
organizations.] 

S. 	The programme areas that constitute Agenda 21 are described in terms of 
the Basis for action, Objectives, Activities and Means of implementation. 
Agenda 21 is a dynamic programme. It will be carried out by the various 
a-eters according to the different situations, capacities and priorities of 

( 

countries and regions. It could evolve over time in the light of changing 
needs and circumstances. This process marks the beginning of a new global 
partnership for sustainable development. 
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1/ When the term Governments is used, it will be deemed to include the 
European Economic Community within the areas of its competence. 


