get the hourly cost. The number of days worked during
the period under review (249) was used to calculate the

total cost.

ORGANIZATION OF ACCESS TO INFORMATION AND PRIVACY
(ATIP) ACTIVITIES

7. The departmental ATIP Co-ordinator is responsible,
under appropriate direction, for ensuring that the Act is
implemented within the Department in accordance with the
letter and the spirit of the legislation and that all
reasonable efforts are made to assist the public in obtaining
access to government records.

8. The Co-ordinator frequently carries out extensive
consultations to comply with a request. In over 40% of all
cases completed, it was necessary to consult with foreign
or provincial governments, or with other Federal Government
institutions.

9. The ATIP Office maintains overall control and
co-ordination of application processing within the Depart-
ment. The procedures established, which include close
liaison with the appropriate program bureaux and legal
advisors, have continued to work satisfactorily during the
period under review. A weekly status report prepared by
the ATIP Office keeps Ministers and senior departmental
management informed of progress in meeting requests.

lo0. A reading room has been established in a public
access area of the Department's headquarters, adjacent to

the ATIP Office. All current departmental manuals, the
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