
By the early 1970s, artists in
English-speaking Canada were
accepting similar responsibili-
tics and opportunities. Some
were campaigning for
Canadian (as opposed to U.S.)
control of industry; others
were throwing themselves into

ISharon, Lois and on behaif of Canadian culture. cessful mass culture and sold
Bram: the bottest The ferocity of the 1988 argu- it to the world. By contrast,
ticket in children's ment left people on ail sides Canadians have feit marginal-
entertainment in with a fresh awareness of how ized and largely ignored.
Canada. central these issues had Canadian artists, for their part,

become in the Canadian com- have always believed them-

the novelist Margaret Atwood munity as a whole. selves severely handicapped

most prominently, claimed by their tiny home market.

that the FTA would erode the But Canadians tend to express
-~The New Canadian such concemrs far less often


