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Aims ofl Modem Geography
Teachers

By L. E. Lockey, State Normal School, Wayne,
Nebraska .

I we are to play our parts well as good citizens in
the new social and economic order into which we
are moving, it is quite necessary that we become thor-
oughly conversant with the life and problems of the
peoples with whom we are associated. The world is
becoming smaller every day. We hear from neighbor-
g towns about once a week, but from France, ussia
and China every day. What happens in Europe this-
morning we may have in this moming’s paper. Since
we can keep ourselves informed concerning important
affairs in Europe or South America as easily as we can
keep up on the community gossip, it seems that the
whole world has really become one large neighborhood
of interesting and ;1 ent folks, Society will ex-
pect the educated man or woman of the future to un-
derstand well the social and economic ties that bind the
peoples of the world together into one large unity. 1f
our childrey are to develep into worthy leaders for the
future, it s our duty to provide ample opportunity for
them o study these problems,  What can our schools
offer children that will satisfy this pressing need? :
answer is evidently more and better geograpiy. The~
trend of modern geography is well shown in the follow-
ing statement of amms. : *

1. Geography should seek to create in the children
an abiding interest in how the people of different coun-
tries live~—their impontant mdnsmes, thmr ﬁne
achievements; their pleasures, their leisure tune activi-
ties,—and the recipr:sil duties and responsibilities that
exist between them and us, i

2. It should give pupils a mastery of geographic
facts and principles so they will be zble to explain the
_aperation of the interesting ph

nection with the dev of ortar :
location and growth of leading cities, and the interde-
pendence of the peoples in different parts of the world.
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The reason that geography training has not produc-
ed better results in terms of the aims here set-forth is
largely due to the fact that we have thoughtlessly con-
ceived the value of geography to be individual and
mercenary rather than mutunal and altruistic ; and that
we have never realized that the purposes of geography
might include definite provision for proper social orien-
tation ' in the world of increasingly intérdepends

1 as for physical orientation in the worl
of objects. ol e et Bae Mg of
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the necessities. of life.  The better we unders:y
‘better we. will be able to adjust our conf
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