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Astronomical Notes '
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It Lruan on Apni will end an May

L week Jess than but <o much

e briilianey wid b reatest on April Tih, the

elonzation on May Gth. Tuis beine the case, 1t w1l
better to modify the senorad males given by Neweamh annld
Fiammarion,  Jostewd of beainiazg to ook for Meroury
Ceing ousix jours T oor even i werh or ten davs T befor

greatest clon gatlon Yot el bessn abont three Wee ks b for

Lrthe sunset shy s clear and b you cook in the night place,

1

to ~ee hntm

1 the mddle of April or a day or two

dter, Use vour glass of course in looking for him as carly as

that. Don'texpect tosee lnm three weeks or even two weeks

areatest cion

allon n A\}'!II 20th he will be above
our horzon for one hour after sunset and so he will be on
May 2oth, but on May 20th he will be only one-sixth as
| Lt ows on April 20the At greatest elongation on May
Il be above our horizon for two hours after sunset,
bour after sunset on that evening he will be 15
wove the W N W of it nearly, a

tthe to the south ot were the sun went down,  This may

the horizon al
Beeot e to vou tf you don’t happen to see him before May
nth, but veu ought to see him long before that,

Floo Latest news about Mercury 1s that his day and his year

v of the ~same boagth Popular Astronomies give his day
v~ 24 honirs D omitnutes long ['he grood ones warn vou that

S ds VEry nnoertain nte doubtful, 1f not entirely void
omh \nd now Schiaparelli of
toutices that Mer ury takes as long
e does to revolve an his orbat,

that s, ha nd his vear wre equal o length, We have

v the satellites our own moon

s the st R A new experience to tind
tinap t the matter and who read
CGrerman wily tind wnarticie onatin the February number of

] o Ioothe muddle of April last year Venus was within
two werhs of the end of her carcer as evening star for that
scasen. Lo the noddle of April this year she is evening star

wradn ancd s been s for two months. Then, although a

morthund Hesper wath only o fortnight of life left, she was

briehit cnonel o be seen Now, although she
T wing Hespor agan for nearly two months, there

e provably noany who have not vet seen her. There 1s
thing strange 1 this, for shie s seventy-seven millions of

then she was then, and not half

I~ now two months past
conunction and was then within only two weeks of it, she
has as vot swun out to the cast of the sun only two-thirds

of the distanee ~he was then from him But there s plenty

ft to <o hero she will be evening star  until
Deceudbar Shedeserves and will perhaps get an article all
to hersedf < between now und then, Meantime you

~hould be obsersinge herinereasing brilhianey, her increasing
cionration from the Sun, and, later, her motion among the
stur=. O Apric hth she s 14 cast of the sun and sets an
Lour wud aoquarter after him,

Moo The Tast time that Mars could be casily seen in
our evening sky was about the middle of last April.  He set
then an honr and a half after sunset. In the middle of this
April b orises wbout an hour and a half before midnight.
He s now oo millionsof noiles nearerus than he was then, and
morethan tentimesas hright, Six weeks henee he will be more
than twice as bright us he is now. This 1y one of his good
viars and the owners of big telescopes are tuking advantage
of U to examine those curtous ** Canals 7 which Schiaparell;
discovercd i 15770 The trees along the banks of the Canals
wore discovered T by our own Wiggins.,

Whon vou look for Mars o the south-cast about an hour

before miidnight you will see oo red stars. One s brighter




