
THE OLD BOYS' MOVEMENT'AND
THE ý HÔME-COMERS' FESTIVAL

1 w ITHIN the past few years there the phrase may be permitted. An endearing
Jiu manifested itself in Canada a forrn of address that is applied entirely ir-
soinewhat novel and noteworthy respective of the facts is " old man," and

movenient resulting in the formation of a every excuse is seized for employing the epi-
nunù)er of so-called 'l Old Boys, ', societies, thet "' old " in connection with persons,
which Momise to exercise a decided influ- places, and things.
ençe upon the life of the community. They To this sentiment the Old Boys' associa-
we in no sense political, philanthropic, or tions ministér in a pleasant way. Thev
educational organizations, buf1hus far have bring, together again those who, alffiougit
been of a purely fraternal and social char- they have much in common in their youth,
acter, although, as,,we shall presently point have drifted apart in the -course of years,
out, they may, and indeed ought, to take on and are ed to revive former friendships, or'
a more serious purpose, which wbuld render they unite on a common ground of interest
*Sm , of substantial benefit. those wh6 have hitherto been eptite

So far ýas we can learn,, the Durham strangers,
Couaty Old Boys âre entitled to be consid-; : Toatténd one of th.eir meetings,, and toered, the,.pionem in the new development, hear from the ' jlips of whitehaired judges.'..but they were quickly followed by others, bank présidents, doctors, and merchants of
ahd thélistis éonstantly increasing, so that hig4 estate, the retniffiscences, of their bey-
ère long, it tnay include every one of the hcýoà days, the. merry pmnks they played, tbe
older counties inthe province, and thence queer characters they knew, and thé great
spread, let us hope, to.the sister provinces. changes that hàve taken place in localities

The inspiration of the movement probably and people with the flight of years, is an
came, like many other good ideag, frorn the expérience of uncommon interest, and one

ý.,."1United States, where associations, clubs, and is brought- to realize the force of Nôrds.
for their purpose the Tecall- worth's lines in regard to how the past fias

as in one way or another, depôsitedupon the silent shore f
abôUndt to ýýà reftiïarkable déeee, and where images and. precious thoughts that shall not

'banq
uets es, excursions, die, and cannot be destroyed."

and simi2larp!=Ic% methods of meeting are As wel have said, the impulse, of the
in 'Vogue throughout theyear. moveniént would nôt appear so far to, MirySomé- of these'have grovin into, Lyreaf it beyýmd the wdaïreunion phase. The win-
Oritàiiizations, with permanent headquzý s ter banquet and the suthmer pienic havebeen.
and paid'offida ' Is, and , their - influence. has the chief féatures of its expression, and we

ý.Mctendýd even intà the Poliiical arma, al- would venture to, àuggest that, as it gýows
though this-was not at aU germane to their and gathers strength, there is a field.0f use
ileïginal object., fulness, before it which it would do weIl tô

Thêre is ýil =-tain element, both of humor = W. 

Ôf P!ýý 'ibq1-it thé whole thing which This young Canada of out% has made
8ýtO"ëlY ýPp",to one, Neither the'United history at so rapid a rate, and has not, only
States, nàr the Dominidn can lay claim to opened up so wohderful a future, but lm.4&
anY W# of antiquîty, ý as. emnpared with the teady achieved so, astonishing a Wacôt that
cnpitles and kinËdonîs.ýof ý in- -there is no, sniall danger'of the n-;emriab of
stanc& .wle 4re jcaflo'w' yduth; so the past beint lost sight, of in the whiri of
to ýa1ýýy 1 begun to thine.hý ý1 Yet we:co 8tZ,ý th ardor of age, jî We have very little indeed that may be


