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outsicle the college; the Association, however,
considers the students' its largest field.

It lias been due to the Association, rather
than to any other force, that the centres of learn-
ing are nlow the most Chiristian communities in
Canada and the United Stat1es. 'Taken as a
ivhole there is not more than one youing man in
twelve who is a Christian. Inside col1eLye walls,
however, one man in cvry twvo is a Christian.
Twentv-five vears ago abolit one-third of the
students were Ciiircli inemnlers: inl 1902 fifty-twvo
per cent. of the stiudents were Chuircli memibers,
and this percentage is raffidly increasing. This
condition of affairs lias lcen lairrely broughtabout,
liv organized personal work, of the studfents them-
selves among their coînpaniolis.

Worl<inZ positivelv rather tiani nezativelv, the
,Associa-tion has proved a steadving stimulating
influence in that critical period of a voungip man 's
111e wheni his faith is m-ost severelv tested and lie
hlin-self is silhjected to the Lrcaitest moral perils.
Tt lias strengthenied the moral toue of our col-
leres an-d hia-, purified stuldent life of many of its
former sins and vices.

The Association is more than a societv for
Yneeting religions needs;, it is a training scl-ool.
i the process.of cultivatinr mlioral and religrious

lîfe it trains men iu miethods of Christian lielp-
fulness. The Association takes vouinz men at an
age and in an occupation xvhen the Chuirdl is
mosteapt to lose theni and selids thein back a few
years later to do more svsteiuatic. aud aggres-
sive workc than ever. It develops their power of
initiative, calls forth tieiir execultive ahility,
and fam-iliarizes 1-hemi wvith the rnost arprove(l
methods of individual and associated Christian
work. Tt helps theni to formn righit habits of
praver. Tt eînphasi7es Bible stuldv and religion-,
ineditation, thus alTording 1-hemn a traiuine rot
provided in the curriculum or, to an ' suceh de-
gree, liy other religious inouences or stuldent
organizations.

Perliaps most of ail bas t-be Association'ls in-
fluence been kilt in determining for students thle
form and field of thcir life-work. Tt- alînis to
bring every Christian student face to face witli
thle -supreme question as, to where he can place
bis 111e so as to lie of mnost service to Cod and 1-o
bis gélieration. Vlie resuit is Christian lawvers,
doctors, teachers, business mcen--a vast lav force
silently vo rking in the interests of thbe Cliurch.
It lias influenced a large numîter of,men to coni-
tinue on graduation iii aggressivc religlous,%work
and to enter the ministry.

The foreigti work of the Y.M.C.A. lias, to a
large extent, been ledl and developed by college
Association men. Tihis is a very extensive and
important service as lnav lieseen wben we coni-
sider that it concerns the religious welfare of
two-thirds o! thbe young men of the buman race.

In the Student Voluinteer Movement thle Churcli
bas been given a recrulitinig agency which bas
neyer been equalled. iis was at flrst an indepen-
dent work, but it bas now ibecome an important
'branch in Student Y.M.C.A. activitv. During, the
last sixteen years this Association bas sent 2,o00
men 1-o foreign fields.

But, above al things, the Y.M.C.A. liag had a
great: uni! yini influence. I t is a promoter of

deiniocratic spirit. 13Y organizing religiaoustforces,
it is now presenting a common fott ih
evil. 1- lias done more thati any other agency
towards the deveiopment of intercollegiate con-
sciousness and spirit and is at present exerting a
1remendons influence towards the confederation
of the Churcli.

WATCHMAN, WHAT 0F THE INIGHT ?
By Chas. E. Stewart

(Editor Bobcavgeon In1dependent)

In the hands o! thbe young inen, more to-day
than ever hefore, lies the social and national
welfare of the country. In the past the leading
positions of responsibility and trust have been
reserved to men of advanced age, but to-day,
-particularlv lîpon this continent, the young.ma.n
is noticeably to thbe fore, in thbe professions, and
lu every liue of business puirsuit. 'Tbis condition
is due, perliaps, to the demands o! a new coun-
trv, requiring as 11- does thle strennous activity,
and vital forces ofyoutb, to develop and fashion
thte mighty sources o! nature's abundant gifts 1-o-
the uses and advantazes of mankind. In the old
worid, where evervthinz lias lontr since heen done,
and nothinZ is left but to sit titrht aud touch the
lbittons, vouitb bas to patientlv ,vait its turnl
tîlI are softly and smnoothlv t-lides into decay,
leavingZ rooni for tle grey-hairedl procession
alonz thbe ratli of hionor to ta<e one slow and
iýven race forward. lu this vast country, everv-
11inir bas to lie done, vointh knows nio barrier,
ndi bhoundless orportunilties awnii- the vitalizine
Iminse of intellectuial etier2-y. This is 1-le younLy

nani's cou-ntrv. In the o1l world 'Place Zoes liv
T1nior, in' the new wvorld hilace gzoeq hy pulsh.
There. however, -is the rut). Tf hlonor is cast aside
liy'push, wbhat will 1-le couuîitrv lie, wliat will be
n1ur social condition? .rv ronsiullijes dle-
iolve iîpoin the youinz men of to-day. In the
character of the vouîîgr na n, i s 1-be cliaracter o!
'lie nation. >Fhen it inav lie ask'ed, esreciallv at
this rarticular season, Watchxnan. wliat of the
Nirlht? Is t-be moral fibre, 1-he inhorn sense of
tionor o! sucli lotencv a-s will rroperly irovern thbe
sa!etv valve of vouth's itunulsive viror? Of intel-
lect, of talent, of canahilitv, 1-be youlth o! Canada
lias a.n ahunidaucre. Thtis countrv will neyer have
inccasion 1-o hluish on thiat score, and 11- will in-
deed hec to 1t'e glorv of our nation if thbe leave 'n
,,cf lionor, truth, and integritv, éliffilsed tbroueb
societv from our higbest seats of learningr and
tuilture, is sufficient to withistanld the terrifie
temiutations 1-bat are offered wvbere sucb ricli
temîitations abouind. It needs but vrrv sligbt
knowledre of Public afiairs to sec tbat this counl-
try is tirgcntlv lu tîeed of iron l inits moral
1backbonie. Look, where vou will, instances are
ilaitnfullv noticeable of a limiberness in that «liac-
houe. * bis must flot exist if Canada is to hold
the bonored place which everv prood citizen mulst
desire. Some nineteen liundred years a5ro, thbe
broad miles of good citizensbip were establisbed.
nqnd it is those simple, plain, broad rules tliat
the voung man of to-day must zealouslyv practice
everv moment of bis strenuons life, for the crédit
of thle source of Mis educational, training, anid the
bonor of bis country,,


