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outside the college; the Association, however,
considers the students' its largest field.

It has heen dne to the Association, rather
than to any other force, that the centres of learn-
ing are now the most Christian communities in
Canada and the United States. Taken as a
whole there is not more than one young man in
twelve who is a Christian. Inside college walls,
however, oné man in every two is a Christian,
Twentv-five vears ago ahout one-third of the
students were Church members; in 1902 fifty-two
per cent. of the students were Church members,
and this percentage is ranidly increasing. This
condition of affairs has heen largely broughtabout
bv organized personal work of the students them-
selves among their companions.

Working positively rather than negativelv, the
‘Association has proved a steadving stimulating
influence in that critical period of a voung man’s
life when his faith is most severely tested and he
himself is subjected to the greatest moral perils.
Tt has strengthencd the moral tone of our col-
leges and has purified student life of many of its
former sins and vices.

The Association is more than a society for
meeting religious nceds; it is a training school.
In the process of cultivating moral and religious
life it trains men in methods of Christian help-
fulness. The Association takes voung men at an
age and in an occupation when the Church is
most apt to lose thenm and sends thein hack a few
years later to do more svstematic and aggres-
sive work than ever. Tt develops their power of
initiative, calls forth their executive abhility,
and familiarizes them with the most approved
methods of individual and associated Christian
work. Tt helps them to form right habits of
“praver. It emphasizes Bible study and religious
meditation, thus affording them a training not
provided in the curriculum or, to any such de-
gree, by other religious influences or student
organizations.

Perhaps most of all has the Association’s in-
fluence heen felt in determining for students the
“ form and field of their life-work. Tt aims to
bring every Christian student face to face with
the -supreme question as to where he can place
his life so as to he of most service to God and to
his genheration. The result is Christian lawvers,
doctors, teachers, business men——a vast lay force
silently working in the interests of the Church.
It has influenced a large number of men to con-
tinue on graduation in aggressive religious work
and to enter the ministry.

The foreign work of the Y.M.C.A. has, to a
large extent, been led and developed hy college
Association men. This is a very extensive and
. important service as mav be seen when we con-
gider that it concerns the religious welfare of
-two-thirds of the young men of the human race.

In the Student Volunteer Movement the Church
has been given a recrniting agency which has
never been equalled. This was at first an indepen-

dent work, but it has now become an important

branch in Student Y.M.C.A. activitv. During the
- last sixteen years this Association has sent 2,000
~ men to foreign fields. - . : ‘

© . But, above all things, the Y.M.C.A. has had a
great. unifying influence. It is a promoter of

‘ societv from our highest
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democratic spirit. By organizing religious forces,
1t 1s now presenting a common front to fight
evil. Tt has done more than any other agency
towards the development of intercollegiate con-
sciousness and spirit and is at present exerting a

tremendous influence toward :
of the Church. ards the confederation
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WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT?
By Chas. E. Stewart

(Fditor Bobcavgeon Independent)

In the hands of the young men. mor -
than ever hefore, lies ghe gocial, and ixatt?o(ilz}{
welfare of the country. In the past the leading
positions of responsibility and trust have been
reser_ved to men of advanced age, but to-day
particularly upon this continent, the young man
1s noticeably to the fore, in the professions, and
%n every line of business pursuit. This condition
is due, pe_trpaps, to the demands of a new coun-
try, requiring as it does the strenuous activity
and vital forces of youth, to develop and fashion
the mighty sources of nature’'s ahundant gifts to-
the uses and advantages of mankind. In the old
world, wl_‘lere. evervthing has long since been done
and nothing is left hut to sit tight and touch the‘z
bnttons, vouth has to patiently wait its turn
Il age softly and smoothly elides into decav,
leaving room for the grey-haired procession -
along the path of honor to take one slow and
oven pace forward. 1In this vast country, every-
thing has to be done, vouth knows no barrier
and houndless onportunities await the vita]izim;'
Impulse of intellectual energv.. This is the voung
man’s country. In the old world place goes hy
honor, in' the new world nlace goes by push.
There. however, is the rub. [ honor is cast aside
by push., what will the country be, what will he
our social condition? Grave responsibilities de-
volve upon the young men of to-dav. In the
Sharactf\r of the voung man, is the character of
:h.e na.tmp. Then it mav bhe asked, espneciallv at
uh.ls particular season, Watchtnan. what of the
Night? Ts the moral fihre. the inhorn sense of
honor of such notency as will pnroperly povern the
safety valve of vouth's imapulsive vigor? Of intel-
lect, of talent, of canahilitv, the youth of Canada
has an abundance. This country will never have
neccasion to blush on that score. and it will in-
deed be to the glorv of our nation if the leaven
of honor, truth, and integrity, diffused through
1 ‘ seats of learnin d
culture, is sufficient to withstand the tger:lilflio
temntat}ons that are offered where such rich
ftemptations abonnd. It needs but verv slight
knoxylcdge of public affairs to see that this coun-
try is urgentlv in uneed of iron in its moral
Ba?kbohe. T.ook where vou will, instances are
Fainfullv noticeable of a limberness in that back-
bhone. This must not exist if Canada is to hold
the.honored place which everv good citizen must
desire. . Some nineteen hundred yvears ago, the
broad rules of good citizenship were established.
and it is those simple, plain, broad rules that
the young man of to-day must zealously practice

- every moment of his strenuous life, for the crédit

of the source of his educational training, and the

: hgnor of his country,
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