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i-egî,K.C(., tire Mstery-in-Cîîcery anti i hlaxe n(fergotten the Rev. Professer I3ryce, of Manlitoba CoilegtI)r. E. il îytiîe, .C., of Kingston, rDr. Il. EIzofte Sebol of i1ractical Science, thc e .iroès
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THE SURROUNDING 0F THE LITTLE SIGNOR,
A l)FSCRITîpIVE FAN rASY.

Tho Sabbath miorning Liat passed somnewhat wcariiywitL lue, so 1 Liad ticterniîinet to go for a bracing wvalk,upoi thLe ineors, in order tL 1at I m ligl t not on]y Le at Qutewith inyself but wiî b ail tlic world. As 1 toileci heaviiyuip tire sitie of the Iîighcst Coyle of Muich, using tbelargest btinches of purpie heatiier for rests, rny spiritsslowiy bücaie ligbterned i)y the increasing nearness of tirecairn at the top. At last 1 %vas there, and seauing my.self oui the granite cairn let miy legs bang over so [liat niyliceis coriid kick frecly againist tire rocks, whiie 1 idly sur-veyed tire panorama arouind me.
Away to tlic nortiîwest tire grey granite turrets of B3al.morai Castie loonied i)roudiy aliove tire ruigged and sterusuî roumiding of pine and bircli, wLiciî cover the siope ofLoclînagar. To the cast the dreamny little burg of Balla-ter, îîestied cosiy against the(- side, of Craigendarrocli'wbiciî faced [ie, brazcîî wastes of the Iiver Duee. Wst -wvard-ho tlicsilver sbeen of Lochi Muicli could be discernetias it fil tered througi tilie lighiands on eacbi sicle.After iîaving iuy fil1 of [ire scenery 1 feul to dreanîigan11i wvho knows how far my mind mniglit ]lave wandcretliîad 1 not lbeur) awakened frora miy reverie by a rnaniy,musical voice reproaciîing nie for niy reckless;rîess.ýAren't voir afraid [liat you will take cold thcre after[bat long clin, ?mi)

And [lit ivas tlic beginning of mny frieridsliip'vitlb
DavidI maicdotiald, Signor Davidde , as [ire lirotiiers atPerugia were accustonmed [o cal] hiîn, or tire Little Sigrior,tLe terniî of endearmrent wiîich the simple Italian folk usedto ai)i)y [o ban among thcmselvcs.

We spent a happy montb together that montb, rami).ling over bighland moor and througbi iountain gien, dis-turbing the grouse in their heather ncsts, and the frigbiten.ed deer as they Bced tbrouigl the forests, pitiahîy fearfjil ofthe litunter's guin. And as we clamhered over each castleruin and frail foot-bridge, 1 grew [o know and like him.*It seenms only yesterday when lie stood bieside me, bareiyfive feet four, his kindly eyes set in a face covered by awel.ýpointed brown colored van-dyke, with the inevitalîlepeak cap on bis head. In tLe meantime, 1 gradîîiallylearned the cause of bis even and simple life, its influencesand hopes. But it is riot necessary to detail to you thetwenty-nine monotonotis years of bis office work.
One morning the Little Signor woke ta find that bisfatiier, the architect, Lad left what seemed to him afortune, and the aspirations which had lain dormant solong arose within him, and he deserted the work.
He had often beard that ail roads directly or irîdi.rectly lead to Rome, and bis first tbouglit was to prove it.But before hie had proceeded far in [Le proof hie met twoor three young Brothers of the Cardinal College at

'sPerugîa. The first truc comipanionsîîip that hie liad evert knwn drcw 1dmi [o tlîat quiet little Italian town, wheret the Churcli of te good Virgin appealed [o iin as his ownkirk ILad uot. And s0 Le i)ecamci tire Little Signor to thegood pelbpie, wbni Iooked tip to Lii flot as Lis own Lad)rbut ileuse lie wat, tLe Bjrothîers' brother. No wvonder)r \vas it tbat Lic sroot ou tire tliresliold of dotîbt xvhether tod cingh to i)- religion of ILis fatliers or to asiiume that ofr the Brothiers. Iut lu Lis dileinirma fate intervcnced andfa miiy in îerests cal led in)i back to the land of the purple
b eatiier wvjîer 1 I ail met iiii).

s 'l'ie lieavy miists and file approaching chili ofautuimun, liowever, soon appallcd me, and my restlessnature drove nie soîttward, whcre I stayed tintil Londonand l'aris b)ecaînle dit,, witbl fogs and inuindated witli rain.But no luatter \vliere 1 went tire bonds of fricndshiPbetween Davidi Macdonald anti iuyself wvere liever allowed[o weakcnj, antI( so ILis letters wvere [o mle ever a Sotirc CCOf
l)leasure, a nd atîde te thlat t'xpc(cta ncy vt witl li cii 1looked iorward [o the tilue whii we ,vould Le togiýtleragain. For 1 itnu~ [uat Ilis- Pi1)vte atai vold sooni
permuit hîinI joi)iuig lie.

XVieil tbie fir-st infltuenîces o t Ille l'enten Stieffececd Ille wiîll a jovfl lieat,t i Lad set onIt for Nice,Nizza la Bella, hIe lantd of dazzAing'1 ofsiîe et l flec
anti ot patns erc [Le sea presenits ani unfergettal)e
failry-sceiîc of' opia i d sappi re waters.

It NVas tlot long before I W;as conmfortably settilcltire lîigbojîg u of Cimiiez, andi reatdy te fcast 1îpoîlthe lnitglid scenlery about mle. 'l'le eariy nleoringi, gel)-eratlly flind Ille tilîy. way tiownî tire Place I\'assena, b)'lts arcaiet biouses iu tjuest of a1 b:OutIlet at the qtîailit butallln)îtct 11lewermark111,et ;anti on elle ef' t bese excuirsionsi miet Nint Matdisonî, whi with bier Parents ecîîpiec onleof tle v"lias on tire butl. After [liat we visiteti Nizza laieilia together, anj tingîct witbj the gay and happy crowdthat breatiiet an aitr sîuci iing' ef violets and mimeisa, aioîîg[be fairy P ro IleîIlte ties Anglais. Occ;îsionial ly wc weultivary olur wvali by 1*Oll(o)Villg the cours tit Paillonî te threMliastery of Salint artithiélimv, wheîî [he conversattiongencraîiiv turneti te my I lighlantl fricntl David Macdonald,Signeor IJavitite. She theu leaînet littie by littie ail [bat1 kîîew of, uni, andt camle te regardti [e Littie Signer asaise lier frieîît. Anti te tell the truth I knew [bat [beywoiild fLe geeti trîcîds 111)01 acqtîaintance, se [bat wvhenelle Imorninîî,- i met lier oun the potfco with a letter in rnyhiandt anti a la;ce lit upl wvith giadîîess; she knewv at on~cethat lic was coiîîig.
A day or se ;îfterwartîs Sigiior Davitîde arrived antiaICC()mpaîiiied uis lu etîr ramibles ever that historic Bourbonîquarter. Andl as [bieir fricîdship progressed we threewalîteret i li inte îîew ways, past [he castle of SaintAndtré. Again wve would take [he roat te Villefranche,tlhroîighl the weotled path of Montboron, lu erder te viewthe light.house of Saint jeanî at Beaulicu, stînlit iln itsbaked xvhiucness. Ant in ail of [bose pieasant jaunts thelittie Signeor was happy as bie Lad neyer been before.
But a cleîîd iowered on tlue horizon of bis bappiness,and the open doors cf the Cartinual College, vbicb Liadbefore been se lniviting, seemed as distasteful te hlm asdid the presence of Gerald Mathison, wbe hiad joined etîrsmaji coterie cf friends. Mathison xvas as handsome asbie \vas geoo&natîred. Since bis banking blouse Lad givenbimn a lengthy hioliday Lie was determined te tborougblyenjoy it, and not kîowing liow keeniy the littie Signorwas affected, proceeded [o make himrself especiaiiy agree-able in ene quarter.

The time passed quickiy, and it was not long before[be carnival season was upon us, bringing my, wander-


