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practicality and pithiness it is characteristic of the .Presi-
dent of the Missionary Associationi.-(Eu.)

After an introduction of a personal nature, Mr. Ross
said:

At the outset allow me to congratulate the Association
on itS progress. We have this year become responsible
for five students who are to labour in vanoons destitute
parts of the Church. This stnide forward on the part of
the Association has not been made I trust wjthout count-
iug the cost and it certaiuly bas been made with fear and
trembling on the part of some of the members. Courage,
gentlemen, in the evil hour. 1 feel myseif cbarged to-dav
'with the message of the greateat of the prophets ta the
fainting bouse of lsrael. "Say to tbem that are of a fearful
heart, Be strong, fear not." \Ve sent ont more mission-
aries last year than ever before, and yet we will bave a
balance in hand, Tbe cburcbes of this land bave ail
nerved themnselves for a desperate assanît on those parts
which maybe considered the peculiar dominion of Satan,
and %ve caunot afford to stand qnietly by and take no part
in the conteat. But you may say, ' Wby sbanld other
men be eased sud we burdened ?" 1 have not time to show
fuliy the failacy of this. Our position divides the strengtb
of the Chnrch properly, sud our appeal to ur stations
awakens an interest in mission work in those who con tri-
bute to no other scheine of the Chnrch, and this ia clear
gain. Besides wheu true soldiers are defending a fortrcss
and a breach ic made ini the walls juat in front of their
post tbey don't stand back and say, "Let others share the
danger with us in the defence of this gap." If they did
the enemy would be in possession lu a few minutes. Every
man feels the strength of ten in bis single arm at sncb an
hour sud sword in bau I he rushes peil-meil into the
breach over the top of friend - and foe resolved that if the
enemy enter it will be over bis bo3y.

What bas our Church lost dnrîng the last century in
thîs very ueigbbourhood by standing on bier dignity ? Lt
is now nearly i,ooo years aince the bine banner was un-
furled not 30 miles fromn this spot by the Rev. Robert
McDowall, a micaionary fron the Classics of Albany of the
Dutch Reformed Cbnrcb. For baîf a century be travel-
led sud toiled. He raised manv Churches and pnblisbed
the tidings of salvation from Gleugarry to "Muddy Little
York." The gond man's remaîns uow lie lu a rude enclo-
sure lu Fredericksbnrgb, overgrown by the wild juniper
bushes sud the wauderiug pine. The second Chnrch
wbicb.be erected ou that spot, wbicb wac the centre of bis
operationa now stands a solitary rein. Its siding aud
shingles rattle lu the wiud, the wild pigeon coos from ber
nest lu the deserted gallery sud the pulpit forms the un-
distnrbed home of bats sud owls. The Chnrch of Eng-
land lifts its spire lu stately grandeur from the other aide
of the wsy sud its dead are muged round it wîth the usual
precisin. Iu severai parts. of the country the oldeat lu-
habit ant will aDmetiimes point onit ta tbe travelier a few
large stoues lu the corner of s well-tilled field sud say
witb aIl the pride of autiquarisu lore, "\Vheu I wss a
boy a Preabyterian Church stood tbere.-

Why ws it that the work sa well begn a ceiiîury 5a()

bas rot onîy stood sill but gone backwards ? \Vas it auy
special nntponrîug of the wrath of jebovab which thus
caused our Sion to be literally plongbed as a field ? Was
it nt rather hecause the Churcb of our Fathers \vas at
that time bouud baud sud foot with the red tape of an
effete ecclesiasticismn ? She ws s anusilv employed tiuk-
eriug at ber diguity tbat she forgot ber work. No man
was qualified to be a Christian teacher unlesa he bad
speut the statutory eigbt years lu Academic traîiuig sud
this lu a new country wtb no sncb institutions was utter-
13, impossible. I-ad ur Cburcb ever during the forty

yeara that ibis bas been au University city been wiae
enough to adapt bierseif to the exigencies of the tiîne sud
place--ad abe energetically used the meaus at ber dispo-
saI, aIl Estern Ontario would bave been bers. Let us
nt proudly thiuk that we are better than nur fathera, but

let ns learu a lesson of adaptatioi diligence, snd earuest-
neas from their failure. \Vben wea ave at lengtb w'akeued
up to the couscionnanesa th at w e have ladt a century, let
us ot lose auy more. It becamea us eapecially xvbo be-
long to ibis University lu the centre of the ruina of Pres-
byterianîsm-the \vaste places of many generationa, ta
bestir ourselves to the beip of Jebovab the migbty.

D)o ot salace' voura witb the tbougbt that if these dis-
tricts are bast to the Preabyterisu Cbnrcb they bave been
gained by anme other body. This is nt strictiy true.
Other bodies have te anme exteut taken possession of tbe
land, bot there are large tracts in ibis presbytery aud lu
the neigbibonring preabytery wbere there is no service at
ail, aud besides no other systemn xvll flouriab lu the soil
from wbîcb Presbyteriauism bas died. I know that manv
(lu fact neariy ail) tbe children aud grand-cildren of Mr.
McDowall's miembers go to no place of -worship. Tbey
retamu ail the prejudices oif Presbyterianisîu withut their
g(od qualities, and if they are to he reacbed at aIl it must
be by the Cburch of Calvin sud Kuox.

I am coming ta the application of my discourse This
Association la bouud ta incresse the nuniber of its owu
miacnai oea year b)' year as fast as its circiimstancea will
allow. lFor this purpose eveîy individual member must
feel bound t0 take nip a collection dnring the sommer in
every cburch, scbool bouse, or private dweiling wbere he
bas service. Let every member assure himself that the
succeas of the Association, nav the prosperity ofthe Church
at ber weakest points depend's on bis performance of this
dnty. After tbis most public aud moat cmpbatic charge
lot no onle plead ignorance oif the fact. If ynur people are
poor rernember thex' are not burdened witb su mauy col-
lections as weaithier Charches.

(Tu be (arncidt'd.)

SUNDAV SERVICIE.

BY OUR OWN REPORTER.

T1H E Revd. M. McGiliivray, M.A., of Scarbnrough, cou-
tducted the service in Convocation Hall, n Snnday,

Marcb 27 tb, aud spolke fromn the texts, "The tbougbt of
foolishuesa la sin." Pros'. xxiv., o, sud "The tbougbts of
the wicked are an abomination to the Lord," Prov, xv,
26. 'Ne canunt cee aIl the process of nature, sncb as the
circulation of the blond, or the activity of nervons euergy,
sud yet we know that our existeuce depeuda upon tbem.
Neithier do we cee the procesa of germinatin lu the seed,
yet we cee the gren blade appear above the grnund,
sud we know that the otis are striking dowu into the
soil; then coumes the branch sud leaf, and afterwarda the
flower sud fruit. Now this may easilv appîy ta moral sud
spiritual life. The peculiarity nf man la mind, sud the
fuctn of mind is tbosîght. And as there la a vital prin-
cîple lu physical life, sen tbnnght la the principle of reli-
glana aud moral life, sud aIl exceptions ta Ihis are nierely
apparent. But wbat is tbongbt ? Decartes defines it as,
«-aIl that is lu us of svhich we may be conscions," sud hence
it includea the powers of the wvll, imaginatin, sud senses.
Acceptiug this defluition, we cee the great importance of
guiding lîfe arigbt. From this, we obcerve that external
recuit frnm internai actions; thus ail exterual actions are
the recuit of xvlll or desire, sud are pntentially lu the wlll.
As the leaf lu the hud, or the oak lu the acorrs, sn is the
lîfe lu tbougbt. Thus it is the intention, sud motive,
wbich mouids the character. .lu attending church. for
example, if I go to learn about God, and about myself, to


