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Ieanl the history of centuries gpne by is beginninug to te-
plat itself. Canada needs to day strong men to break asun-der the shackles hbich protectionismn is silentiy puttinlg upo
te progi-ess. The mari of one idea, or as he calis himself

'11Yalikee parlance, "the self-made inan," is playing by fartolarge a part in1 Our political arena. WVe needctmeri ofreladtl and culture-inen noted for more than one thing-
Mfen like Salisbury, Gladstone, Balfour, Goschen. Well1Iugbt the battie for f ree trade b, liegun over ag-ain. Can-

fl' eeds Sometbing more than a timi1d, wavering party like
'a, led by Mr. Laurjer-she needs a voice whiclb cari speak

"itil 110 Uncertaju, sound acgainst mooole and miercantil-
opolie

ofThe argument wbjcb, convinced Peel of the expediency
ah free trade was the argument of necessity. So long as
thf8lute Starvation was flot at tbe doors of the people of
te electorate, ail cars were deaf to tbe voices of Bright andhhbden, In Canada it would indeed be a bad policy and a

fron . tbat would prevent progress in soine formi5ppe mared The argument of necessity lias flot yet
~ ong as tbe masses of people are clothed and

dand0~ te poor provided for, tbe corporations, boweverOfl ter pat the State, do flot excite nîany appreliensions

elec h argument which, carnies weight witlî the Canadian
t,îGrand about the onlv argument upon wbieh tbe pro-

a 0l'st can rely in this country-is to the effect that Can-dh is SitUated beside a highly protected country and that ifse Strike8 off ber tariff chains, bier manufacturers will be
trshd hyte unequal system of competition wbich would

5P.ring up between. home and foreign trade. Tbis argument
atime and again been successfully combated so far as the

rieyer Ogic and clear thinking go, but its neflutation has
aaeYet found a lodgment in the public inid. Again and

as iteflsown that fneedom of competîtion in
fliate hil or out by natunal laws the salvation of ail legiti-

boulej~ inldustries, that tbe effects of exchange do not
extend aSingle action and its corresponding reaction but
hntio Iuto tbe whole mecbanism of production and distri-11-0 '-and, as sonne clear tbinkers would say, witb wlîole-
ýti flen upon the mecbanism of government itself.

1 the "ien wbo dling to the Ilsame old policy " make a
Se i'n and easy explanation of the wbole matter-too
'Ptdon £ nderstood and too easy to be believed. If by
M'~arkt Ib protective tariffs 'the competition in our
toa di 1, rendered keener and tbe producer finds it barder
011 t'5P8Pse of bis commodities, the influences do not end here.thew- Other band consumers pay less for their commodities.

cl, ot a few but tbe wboîe five millions of Canadians are
hi aumflr-tb are consuiners not of one or two articles

ofe alsapes and qualities of articles. A biatten, for in-
f fe, 5 el notbing but bats, but consumes bundreds of dif-

Sknsof co mnodities. If hie finds that tbe market
bee bis1 article falîs aften tbe present tariff laws bave
d,,,gi1e 1 1 to the flanies, lie is stili compensated for lus re.
tea . 1flCOn by the fact tbat lie can huy hiý kerosene, bis

hl" cOtto 15 and woolîens and alniost everytbing wbich lie? 511uÉme at a reduced rate. Every dollar of the batter's
coe bog smaîîer, is given a greater purchasingu power.

1,la he second place, otber tbings being equal, silice tbie
eq1 cal, purcbase bis commodities at reduced rates, it is

tile bein, to an advance in wages. Thîis, of course, for the
furthr et will be directîy beneficial to the labourer. But,
tat 'ioei S a sound principle of political economy

1110 iflcrease in waies, wlîetber by putting the labourer
81% n elliortblecircumstances and 130 inviting bim to

1 1 re thildren into existence, or by mnigratin, tends
of aese number of labourers. Hence in the course

atadardù - eiec will be to fix wages at a free-trade
Iier 1Platet of tbe present stnadwbicb they assume

tû b Potctin.It is nùw dlean tbat tbe batter referred
r"dO""'Ilno only be enabled to buy bis commodities at

e Ilbatteî n "'e, to manufacture bats at a reduced cost.ru t herg thus strengthened as a competitor. What is
t1fer hatter bolds also for aIl producers in Canada.

Qa el' a free t rade policy there is no good reason wlîy the
tr i8 'lshouîd flot compete successfully with tbe Americati

tn Owfl Mrket In the United States labour would be
~hib t~eîsietheir taxes bigber, and the commodities

tegreat masses of people consume would be furnisbed
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to tlieni at a greater cost tlian ini Canada. Wlîy sÇhould
(Janadians flot compete successfully?

One more point may be noticed witlî profit in passilîîg.
It way be suspeeted that, in tbe first shock in the introdue-
tion of a free trade policy, the Canadian manufacturer would
be ohliged to pass througlî a period of depression. 'Suli
would probably bc the case. But it takes tirne for tlie îindus-
tries of a nation to adjust tlieniselves to aîîy radical change.
The national policy brouglît sorrow to niany loyal hearts
wlîen it was first introduced. Peel's great mieasure of I S4Hi
was the mneans of placing him in the cool ýshades of opposition.
StilI politioal justice must prevail. The manufacturer, as we
bave seen, would be partially compensated for bis loss ini the
change by tbe increased purcbasiug power of lus money. For
the remainder bie must wait until the standard of wages
under protection changes to a free-tnade standard. The
period of depression would last during tlîis change. If the
iabouring population do flot press upon the limits of subsis-
tence but are lirnited in point of îîumbers, wlîile the ainout
of capital.seeking employment is greaten than can be profit-
ably eînployed wbile the change is taking place, tlhe labourers
will receive greater rernuneration. for tlîeir services, and at
the saine timue receive the benefit of the increased punchas-
ing power of their money. Thîis in turru, as above
indicated, by making it casier for the labourers to subsist,
will tend to cause an increase in their numnhers, and so, in
the long run, the increased conîpetition for employment,wbicli
would result on account of the increase in the number
of labourers, would bring down wages to a free-trade
standard corresponding to free-trade prices. We must not,
bowever, in the mnantinie lose sigbt of the~ fact tlîat if tbie
labouring population receive more w1ages they must also
expend more if tbey are to live more comfortably. This
means tbat tbey must consume more. The market is thus
widened for the manufacturer. So, however long the depres-
sion nîay be, tbrougb wbicb tbe manufacturer must go dur-
ing the cbange, t will not be great since the movement
carnies along witb it its own panacea.

Now, the conclusion f nom this discussion is not tbat a
general depression will be laid upon our people-far f rom it.
Foreign commodities mnust be brouglît into our countty, and
our railways and other sy.Stems of carniage must be employed,
but not employed wiflîout money and witbout prie. If,
after tbe cost of carniage is added to the coït of production
of foreign commodities, our manufacturers cannot couipete
witb tlîem in our own markets, then we may suspect tbat
sucb manufacturers are flot carrying on a business which is
conducive to political justice. The capital so employed shîould
be transferred to sone other formi of investrnent in wbich
the capitalists can save a margin after furnishing the people
what they demand at rates either on a level or below the
rates of the samne kind of foreign commodities. Witbout
involving ourselves in ahl the issues involved in the
National Policy, it is still dlean that these questions are not
to be determined by any superficial consideratiomîs like those
advanced by the Liberal-Conservatîve panty. t)eep in the
whole systern of representative Government the difficulties
lie. Are we to say that aIl these ilîs are to be tnaced -to
party governnîent i The case is dlean. Party govenmîment
is flot wholly at fault. Deeper considerations will show tbat
the chief source of tbe ditficulties is to be founid in the con-
dition of those governed. Il Now must wve educate ou' mias-
ters,' said a cynlical Englisti s-tatesmaa after the passing of
the last Reform Bill relating to the electoral franchise. If
IlHodge " is to corne to the polis to ç%ote, then be mîust be
made to understand the political issues. While IlHodge "
does not exist in this country, "TuVe boy " of the corporation
and IlUncle Thomas " inside the ring and tbe man outside
the ring seeking for a job do exist; and the Canadian
statesman might well repeat, IlNow inust we educate oun
masters." Time will undoubtedly bring about the needed
change. In tbe meantirne it is to be boped that the inde-
pendent electors in tbe present campaign will rnake a powe'
fui effort to capture as large a portion of the press of thîe
Dominion as possible. Let thern sbower judicious criticisrns
upon the beads of both political parties until the day cornes
when every one of the 213 electoral districts will hie set
down by the office seeker in the list of the Ildoubtfuls " and
when every elector must be approacbed as a man who pos-
sesses an opinion of his own. QEITERCUS.

N ova Scotia.


