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;z:i ;;lstll;e history of centuries gone by is beginning to re-
er the e‘h. Canada\: needs to-day strong men to break asun-
rue pr‘o:r 'ackles which protectionism is silently putting upon
in Yaukbless‘ The man of one idea, or as he calls himself
100 lape ee parlan.ce, “ the self-made man,” is playing by far
Peadt}?e.a part in our political arena. We need men of
Ten likdnd* Cl‘llture—men noted for more than one thing—
Tight, t;he bS&hsbury, Gladstone, Balfour, (}osche}l. Well
. Deede attle for free trade be l..)eg.un over again. C{m—
3 something more than a timid, wavering party like

r. Laurier—she needs a voice which can speak

w.af led by M
it . % : :
ism 10 uncertain sound against monopolies and mercantil-

of fr;rhe argument which convinced Peel of the expediency

a SOlsttmde was the argument of necessity. So long as
eelecetsmrvation was not at the doors of the people of

en oOrate, all ears were deaf to the voices of Bright and

bad Go"? In Canada it would indeed be a bad policy and a
"érnment that would prevent progress in some form
nppearea“g made. The argument of necessity has not yet
fed, and .th So long as b.he masses of people are clothed and
d“nger € poor provided for, the corporations, howe}ver
OUS to the State, do not excite many apprehensions

Elr part,
elecboria"gUment which carries weight with thfa Canadian
tionistand abom. the PDly argument upon whieh the pro-

8 is git ¢an rely in this country—is to the effect that Can-
she stril uated beside a highly protected country and that; if
Crusheq s off her tariff chains, her manufacturet:s will be
sPPing N Y}the unequal system of competition \hjhlch would
hag timep *etween home and foreign trade. This argument
Stresg of ;lnc.l again been successfully combated so far as the
Bevey yet (;glc and clear thinking go, but its ref!lta.tlfm haf;
Main b, ound a lodgment in the public mind. Again and
trade Wils 1t been shown that freedom of competition in
Rate hom work out by natural laws the salvation of all legiti-
ond v e l_ndustmeg, that the effects of exchange do not
EXtenq in: single action and its corresponding reaction bu‘t
ion_ Odthe whole mechanism of production and distri-
Some . And, as some clear thinkers would say, with whole-
8tily the uences upon the mechanism of government itself.
Very sim ine“ who cling to the “same old policy ” make a
Simp]e l:()P © and easy explanation of the whole. matter—too
iNg awp, ¢ understood and too easy to be believed. If by
Marketq i Y With protective tariffs the competition in our
to di%pos: "feﬂ(_iered keener and the producer finds it harder
0 the otho his commodities, the influences df’ not end here.
W, not e’f' hand consumers pay less for their comrr}odxtles.

e D8umey & Iew but the whole five millions of Cana.dlans. are
bug, of a,l]S\they are consumers not of one or two arblc!es
Neg 8el? apes .a.nd qualities of articles. A hatter, for in-
ferent,’ .18 nothing but hats, but consumes hundreds of dif-
Pricg inds of commodities. If he finds that the market
tn oy 18 article falls after the present tariff laws have
dllcedbinen to the flames, he is still compensated for his re-
» hig :(?;ne by the fact that he can buy his kerosene, his
Congy, o tons and woollens and almost everything which he
Megpy at & reduced rate. Every dollar of the hatter’s
In th ough smaller, is given a greater purchasing power.
labg rer © second place, other things being equal, since the
ef]uiv&lenca‘n Purchase his commodities at reduced rates, it is
t o O an advance in wages. This, of course, for the
fllrtheru:] 8 W_lll be directly beneficial to the labourer. But,
thag n 0T, it is a sound principle of political economy
o, e“lcreage in wages, whether by putting the labourer
Uy g omfortable circumstances and so inviting him to
to increamore children into existence, or by migration, tends
of Yearg :et ® number of labourers. Hence in the course
ataflda.rd .he tendency will be to fix wages at a free-trade
Undgy P n Pl.ace of the present standard which they assume
to boveot?ct’lon- It is naw clear that the hatter referred
l‘edueed rWlll ot only be enabled to buy his commodities at
be legg e&tes, b“t he will also be enabled, since labour would
The ha.t,t:l_p °hsive, to manufacture hats at a reduced cost.
U of t 18 thus strengthened as a competitor. What is
‘Onderafe haster holds also for all producers in Canada.
i anﬂdia,n ;ie trade policy there is no good reason why'the
2 hig Owp ould not compete successfully with the American
mo?" expem?"‘ket. In the United States labour Woult.i .be
%hich the USLve, their taxes higher, and the commodities
Rreat masses of people consume would be furnished
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to them at a greater cost than in Canada.
Canadians not compete successfully ?

One more point may be noticed with profit in passing.
Tt way be suspected that, in the first shock in the introduc-
tion of a free trade policy, the Canadian manufacturer would
be obliged to pass through a period of depression. Nuch
would probably be the case. But it takes time for the indus-
tries of a nation to adjust themselves to any radical change.
The national policy brought sorrow to many loyal hearts
when it wag first introduced. Peel’s great measure of 1846
was the means of placing him in the cool shades of opposition.
Still political justice must prevail. The manufacturer, as we
have seen, would be partially compensated for his loss in the
change by the increased purchasing power of his money. For
the remainder he must wait until the standard of wages
under protection changes to a free-trade standard. The
period of depression would last during this change. If the
tabouring population do not press upon the limits of subsis-
tence but are limited in point of numbers, while the amount
of capital-seeking employment is greater than can be profit-
ably employed while the change is taking place, the labourers
will receive greater remuneration for their services, and at
the same time receive the benefit of the increased purchas-
ing power of their money. This in turn, as above
indicated, by making it easier for the labourers to subsist,
will tend to cause an increase in their numbers, and so, in
the long run, the increased competition for employment, which
would result on account of the increase in the number
of labourers, would bring down wages to a free-trade
standard corresponding to free-trade prices. We must not,
however, in the meantime lose sight of the fact that if the
labouring population reeeive more wages they must also
expend more if they are to live more comfortably, This
means that they must consume more. The market is thus
widened for the manufacturer. So, however long the depres-
sion may be, through which the manufacturer must go dur-
ing the change, :t will not be great since the movement
carries along with it its own panacea. '

Now, the conclusion from this discussion is not that a
general depression will be laid upon our people—far from it.
Foreign commodities must be brought into our country, and
our railways and other systems of carriage must be employed,
but not employed without money and without price. If,
after the cost of carriage is added to the cost of production
of foreign commodities, our manufacturers cannot compete
with them in our own markets, then we may suspect that
such manufacturers are not carrying on a business which is
conducive to political justice. The capital so employed should
be transferred to some other form of investment in which
the capitalists can save a margin after furnishing the people
what they demand at rates either on a level or below the
rates of the same kind of foreign commodities. Without
involving ourselves' in all the issues involved in the
National Policy, it is still clear that these questions are not
to be determined by any superficial considerations like those
advanced by the Liberal-Conservative party. Deep in the
whole system of representative Government the ditficulties
lie. Are we to say that all theseills are to be traced to
party government? The case is clear. Party government
is not wholly at fault. Deeper considerations will show that
the chief source of the difficulties is to be found in the con-
dition of those governed. * Now must we educate our mas-
ters,” said a cynical English statesman after the passing of
the last Reform Bill relating to the electoral franchise. If
““Hodge ” is to come to the polls to wote, then he must be
made to understand the political issues. While Hodge”
does not exist in this country, “ The boy ” of the corporation
and “ Uncle Thomas ” inside the ring and the man outside
the ring seeking for a job do exist; and the Canadian
statesman might well repeat, * Now Inust we educate our
masters.” Time will undoubtedly bring about the needed
change. In the meantime it is to be hoped that the inde-
pendent electors in the present campaign will make a powe»
ful effort to capture as large a portion of the press of the
Dominion as possible. Let them shower judicious criticisms
upon the heads of both political parties until the day comes
when every one of the 213 electoral districts will l{? set
down by the office seeker in the list of the ¢ doubtfuls” and
when every elector must be approached as a man who pos-
sesses an opinion of his own. QEUERCUS.
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