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INFLUENCE : ITS MODES OF TRANS-
MISSION.

This word is used in psysiology to
designate the action in living bodies of one
Organ on another, In ordinary parlance it
Signifies the power exercised by one being
Over another. Thus a man may have in-

uence over or be obeyed by his fellow
treatures from his rank, his eloquence, his
Power and fortune ; or because he is beloved
3nd respected, There are ditferent kinds
of influence, as that of the heavenly bodies
Which shed their light upon the earth, or
Uids that act like attraction upon living
€ings ; also the influence of the magnetic,
e‘ec_tl'ic and galvanic fluids upon different
Odies, whether animate or inanimate.

The subject offers a rich and vast har-
Y¢8t to research and discussion upon the
Dlature and agency, real or supposed, of all
theso influences, their mode of impression
and trangmission, and the manner of using
*hem, * But in this age, as few persons be-
1eve in ghosts and gobling, we must ex-
8mine into the nature of things, certain or
Sstablished by experience, respecting the
Wfluence of individual over individual, prin-
Cipally the human species.

lan possesses a sensibility almost alto-
gether exterior, which causes him to live,
g great degree, outside of himself and
ontract a numerous acquaintance. Our
Winds, attached to so many different objects
on the earth, as by so many cables, are af-
Sted and pulled about in every way.

ile yot in the world, we diein part,
%hen thoge perish who are dear to us.
-endingg of the heart, regrets in losing all

whom we lived ; carrying to the tomb a
?Pm‘tio“ of the sentiment of those who
.0%€ us; al] ghow that we possess commun-
1y of life, i
2] All the weak and feeble attach them-

V€8 to those who are strong. The more
8 child ig troublesome to its mother, the
Wore ghe throws her soul into it ; the more
e feels for it, Maternal love overflows
sore i proportion to the delicacy and
%bleness of the child that warms itself
coio ¥ lap and bosom. Woman has re-
Elveq & superabundance of man's soul to
%Olp- 1t again into the heart of her child.
Vdildren are thus the charming tie of hu-

8n IOOllds.ge between man and wife, and
eom“n is the intermediary knot that col-
o8 the ends together.
ang ©t us examine more closely how minds
T b°_dlea are united by mutual influences.
e: vital element distributed among the
mvea, whatever it may be, flows equally
-aloong all the organs which are in an an-
an 00U8 condition, It is thus that arthritic
o Theumatic pains pass from one member
Wh“nl)ther in the twinkling of an eye.
®0 the members are in equal tension, or
, they experience in community the
Vide Pains and pleasures. Similar indi-
an 08, in equal circumstances of age, sex
Since °°nditi9n should necessarily unite,
Wiy, ;he animating principle can be trans-
‘ribe from one to the other, as heat is dis-
uted throughout all parts of the body.
are f ® more these characteristic qualities
Vol °€111t.i to be equal, the more they are
that,n arily gought after ; hence it comes
Unite things that resemble one another,
w6 g We love but little in others that
b 00 not find in ourselves ; they seem to
‘P!‘im'u? own flesh and blood. From this
1ive connection of our soul ard body,
n we's Who have been separated and un-
R to each other for a long time have a

0
aQ .
Utual feeling when they meet, and seem
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to guess each others thoughts. Lambs dis-
cover without mistake, in the midst of a
numerous flock, the sheep that gave them
milk, guided by the influence of consan-
guinity or similitude of form. Twins have
been known to resemble each other
so much as to be mistaken for one another,
who could not live apart, nor differ in their
will ; they lived in unity and died together.
There is established between two married
persons who have lived long together, such
cloge union and perfect vital equilibrium,
that they feel inseparable ; disease or death
of one carries the other with it. There is,
go to speak, only one I in two beings.
What stronger proof can we require of the
reality of sympathetic influences

If their existed between such individ-
uals a simple imitation only, without the
transmission of vital influence from one to
the other, these assimilated bodies would
resemble clocks that strike the same hour
at the same instant, but there would be no
union between them ; none of them would
influence his neighbor. It can be shown,
on the contrary, that their exists a sort of
transfusion of the sensitive principle among
living bodies. Without speaking of nox-
ious contagions that propagate themselves
by the touch, such as small-pox, itch, vene -
real infection and different skin diseases,
how many others are communicated by
miasma, as typhoid fever, pestilence, and
all epidemics !

Exhalation of the sensitive principle be-
ing stronger in summer, and in warm coun-
tries, all nervous communications among
individuals are then very contagious ; dis-
eases propagate so rapidly that we are
obliged to isolate them. This extreme dis-
sipation of the nervous powers makes all
the other faculties languorous, and motjon
loose and effeminate, On the contrary,
moderate cold restrains this loss, renders us
less inflammable and less impressionable.
Epidemics and nervous affections, in-
stead of spreading, are mitigated, concen-
trated, confined and healed, as if by a cold
bath, an astringent or & tonic. Heat and
warmth produce vital expansion and facili-
tate the transmission of inflences, Soul ig
never attracted but by soul. We cannot
unite ourselves to the social ethics of a be-
ing unless he is warm and enthusiastic,
opens himself to us and returns love for
love. Without this, there is the insensibil-
ity of a dead body, whose coldness repels
and congeals us.

There is no more striking example of
this mutual incorporation of souls thaa in
a well disciplined army marching to combat
with firm and equal step, animated by the
spirit of its General. As iron rubbed by
the loadstone becomes magnetic and trans-
mits this property in retarn, so habitual
frequentation causes an intimacy that
warms us up and moves us reciprocally
even to enthusiasm. One single soul may
breathe over a whole multitude, when i.ts
emotion passes from one to anoth.er, ag in
an electric chain, every link receives and
transmits the igneous ﬂuid.. Even a stran-

er feels himself irresistlbly. transported
without other cause than this animating

ower. When a demoniac issues from a
cabal of enthusiasts inflamed lf)y a domineer-
ing fanaticism, he scatters his ldegs about
like a Leyden jar charged with elec-

s«ity, impressing its concussion upon every
zﬁngl;at foucheag it ; the demon‘that in-
gpires him gives him no rest until he up-
gots his surcharge upon those who are in
turn transported with it.

Exalted patriotism ; that love of the

him,
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public good so imperious among the an.
cient republics, attributed to each people a
tutelar genius for their inspiration. Citi-
zens united as brothers against a common
enemy, as the Maccabess among the Jews
and the Spartans at Thermopyl®. The
Athenians and Romans, in their greatest
dangers, rose to deeds of unheard of valor ;
it seemed ag if a god had poured upon them
a prodigioua ardor, such as was promised to
the Hebrews : ef effundum spiritum mewm
super omnem carnem. One could believe
that each individual lived only for the re-

" public, since he aspired te the honour of

sacrificing himself for her. Do we not ob-
serve the same among bees and other social
ingects, and has not nature bestowed upon
them a communal rather than a solitary life
for the accomplishment of their ends ?

Men are held together by intellectual
as well as material bonds. Animals yield
to physical impulsion only—we are wore
susceptible of moral contact and union. It
is our species that composes the vast bodies
of the human race of, which each nation is a
diverse member ; holding to the same radix
of life ; living in their fellow creatures as
they live in us ; no human occurrence being
indifterent to us :—Homo swm nihil humani
a me alicnum pulo,

Is there an invisible and transmissible
vital fluid that operates on individuals?
Every one recognizes the influence of car-
esges, and surely the hand of a friend pro-
duces a different impression than the hand
of a stranger. In society, the strong exer-
cise an influence over the weak. When re.-
action equals action, everything remains the
same; men endowed with energetic
minds, eminent and expansive faculties,
can dominate over their fellow-men, and
over beasts. Simple aud credulous people,
old people of both sexes, are prompt to sub-
mit to the yoke of the strong, the courage-
ous and the valiant ; weak minds are struck
with fear, respect, astonishment and ad-
miration at the sight of a potent genius,
The mere impression of a look may fasci-
nate a child, or wither its tender suscepti-
bilities. The presence, the touch or the
words of a man, distinguished by his moral
character, or the sublimity of his intellect,
have a singular influence over inferior
minds by transfusion of his supsrior
genius,

We love what warms and amplifies our
being. An orator or an actor communicates
no emotion to his audience if his soul is not
grand or strong enough to move himself ;
but he who possesses rapture and enthusi-
asm, attracts, penetrates and charms us by
a magic power. So Mahomet, sallying forth
after fifteen year’s retirement,breathed into
the breasts of his followers the impetuous
fanacticism with which his burning brain
had been impregnated.

After the preliminary statement it is
not difficult to explain what is called ani-
mal magnetism. The medicine of incanta-
tion and touch existed for a long time be-
fore Mesmer and his successors, Numbers
of distinguished persons from the remotest
ages practiced the laying on of hands to
heal diseases through some peculiar influ-
ence. What is this pretended, active and
transmissible fluid which is neither minera}
magnetism, nor electricity, nor galvanism,
properly so called, nor caloric, all fluids
whose effects can be submitted to regorous
proofs? The most reasonable and intelli-
gible advocates of hypnotism agree that it
does not act upon all individuals. Only
one in ten, perhaps, is sensible to its influ-
ence. The conditions precedent on the part



