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INFLUENCE: ITS MOD)ES 0F TRANS-

MISSION.

This word is used in psysiologY to
designate the action in living bodies of one
Organ on another. In ordinary parlance it
signifies the power exercised by one being
cirer anotber. Thus a man may have in-
fluence over or be obeyed by lis fellow
ereatures from his rank, bis eloquence, bis
POWer and fortune ; or because he is beloved

adrespected There are different kinds
of influence, as that of the heavenly bodies
'Wbich shed their ]ight upon the earth, or
fluiîde tbat act like attraction upon living
beinlga; aiso the influence of the magnetic,
electric and gaivanic fluids upon different
bi odies, whetber animate or inanimate.

The subject oflers a richi and vast bar-
~~t to reaearcb and discussion upon the

na1ture and agency, real or supposed, of ail
these influences, Cheir mode of impression
and transmission, and the manner of using

thi.But in this age, as few persona be-
leve in ghosts and goblins, we must ex-

J aIlline into the nature of tbings, certain or
established by experience, respecting the
iC1flueuce of individual over individual, prin-

Cipll the buman species.
IMIan possesses a sensibility almost aUo-

eether exterior, wbicli causes him to live,
'a great degree, outside of hiniseif and

cOntract a numerous acquaintance. Our
tninlds, attacbed to so many different objects
'01 ,tbe eartb, as by so many cables, are af-
tected and pulled about in every way.
Wbile Yet in the wor]d, we die in part,
"lien those perish wbo are dear to us.
'tlndings of the heart, regrets in losing ail

lWomwe lived ; carrying to the tomb a
a ortion of the sentiment of those wo
love Us8; ail sbow that we possess commun-
aty Of life.

Ail the~ weak and feeble attach theni-
fielves to those who are strong. The more

Sobilci is troublesome to its mother, the
r4oreshe tbrows lier soul into it ; the more
8I1e feels for it. Maternai love overflows

Ir, i proportion to the delicacy and
~eebîeness of the child that warms itself
111 ber lap and bosoin. Woman bas re-
ceived a superabundance of man's soul te

Porit again into tbe beart of ber cbild.
ýcbildre6n are thus the charming tie of bu-
i3lar bondage between man and wife, and
"0Oiian is the intermediary knot that col-
lece tbe ends together.

~Let us examine more closely how minds
"Pbdie are united by mutual influences.
-u Vital element distributed among the

11l'i)whatever it may be, flows equally
ail the organs whicb are in an an-

"1lOg8 condition. It is thus that artbriticýaild rlieumatic pains pass froni one member
anl0tber in the twinkling of an eye.

%Zhen the members are in equal tension, or

n'ita:Y, :hyxperience in co ntb te

Viduaia -JIn equal circumstances of age, aux
j Udcondition sbould necessarily unite,

4'11111 the animating principle can be trans-
tr!tted froni one to the oCher, as beat is dis-
triuted troughout ail parts of the body.

he oudre tuese characteristic qualities
Aeon to be equal, the more they are

tht UaîY sought after ; hence it comes
nlUite t bnatat resemblhe one anether,

wed'We love but littie in others that
0 et find in ourselves ; tbey seeni to

Our~ own flesb and blood. Froni tbis
fitve Cennectien of our soul and body,

kilothr8W hhaebn separated and un-
fluta to each other for a long time bave a

Ut11feeling when they nieet, and seeni

to guess eacb others thougbts. Lambs dis-
cover without mistake, in the midst of a
numerous flock, the sbeep tb *at gave themn
milk, guided by the influence of consan-
guinity or similitude of forni. Twins have
been known to resembie each otber
s0 mucb as to bu mistaken for one another,
who could not live apart, nor differ in their
will ; they livud in unîty and died togetber.
There is ustablished betwuun two married
persons who have lived long together, such
close union and perfect vital equilibrium,
that tbey feel inseparable; disease or death
of one carnies the other witb it. There is,
s0 to spuak, only one I in two beings.
What stronger proof can we require of the
reality of sympatbetic influencesi

If their existed between such individ-
uals a simple imitation only, witbout the
transmission of vital influence froi one to
the other, these assimulated bodies would
resumble dlocks that strike the sanie hour
at the sanie instant, but there would bu no
union betweun them ; none of thema would
influence bis neighbor. It can bu shown,
on the contrary, that their exists a sort of
transfusion of the sensitive principle among
living bodies. Without speaking of nox-
ious contagions that propagate themseives
by the toucb, sucb as small-pox, itch, vene -
real infection and diflerunt skin diseases,
how many others are communicatud by
miasma, as typhoid fuver, pestilence, and
aIl epidemics!

Exhalation of the sensitive principle be.
ing stronger in summer, and in warm ceun-
tries, aIl nurvous communications among
individuals are then very contagious ; dis-
eases propagate se rapidly that we are
obliged to isolate them. This extremu dis-
sipation of tbe nervous powers makres aIl
the other faculties languorous, and motjon
loose and effeminatu. On the contrary,
moderate cold restrains this las8, renders us
luss inflammable and less impressionable.
Epidumica and nervoua affections, in-
stead of apruading, are mitigated, concen-
tratud, confined and healed, as if by a cold
bath, an astringent or a tonic. Heat and
warmtb produce vital expansion and facili-
tate the transmission of inflences. Seul is
neyer attracted but by soul. We cannot
unite ourselves to the social ethica of abe-
ing unise he is warm and entbusiastic,
opens huiseif to us and raturas love for
love. Witbout thia, there is the insenBibil-
ity of a dead body, whose celdness repela
and congeala us.

There is no more striking example of
this mutual incorporation of souls than in
a well disciplined army marching to combat
with finm and equal step, animatud by the
spirit of its General. As iron rubbed by
the loadatone becomes magnetia and trans-
mita this property in return, so habituai
frequentation causes an intimacy that
warîs us up and movus us ruciprocally
evea to enthusiasm. One single soul may
breathu over a wbole multitude, when its
emotion passes froin one to another, as in
an electric chain, every link raceivea and
transmuta thu igneous fluid. Even a eitran-
ger feels himscîf irrusistibly transported
witbout othur cause than thie animating
power. When a demoniac issues frora a
cabal of enthusiasts inflamed by a domineer-
ing fanaticisi, lio scatters bis ideas about
bum, like a Luydefl jar cbarged with eiuc-
tricity, impressing its concussion upon every
one that touches it ; tbe demon that in-
spires hini gives bum ne rest until lie up-
sets his surcharge upen those wbo are in
turn transported witb it.

Exalted patriotisin that love of the

public good se impenieus aîong the au-
cient republics, attributed to eacb people a
tutular genius for their inspiration. Citi-
zoe unitud as brothers against a coîmon
cnumy, as the Maccabeus among the Jews
and the Spartans at Thermopyloo. The
Athenians and Romans, in their greateet
dangers, rose te dueds of unheard of valor;
it suemed as if a god had ponred upon tbern
a prodigioua ardor, such as was premised te
the Hebrews :et efluendum spiritum mzeunb
super ornnent carnewo. One could believu
that each individual livud only for the re.
public, since bo aspired to tbe bonour of
sacniflcing himsFilf for ber. Do we not ob-
serve the saine among bees and other social
insects, and has net nature bestowed upon
thuni a communal rather than a solitary life
for the accomplishient cf their ends ?

Men are beld together by intellectuai
as well as materiai bonds. Animais yield
to physical impulsion only-we are more
susceptible of moral contact and union. It
is our species that composes the vast bodies
of the human race of, wbich each nation is a
diverse member ; holding te the saine radix
of life ; living in their fellow creatures as
tbey live in us ; ne buman occurrence being
indiflerent te us :-Ioino suni nihil humnin
a nie alu3namb pulo.

ls tiiere an invisible and transmissible
vital fluid that operate-s on individuals ?i
Every one recognizes the influence of car-
esses, and surely the baud of a friend pro-
ducus a different impression than the hand
of a stranger. In society, the atrong exer-
cise an influence over the weak. When re-
action uquals action, uverythiug remains tlie
saine ; men undowed with energutic
minds, umnent and expansive faculties,
can dominate over their fellow-men, and
ever beasta. Simple aud credulous people,
old people of both sexes, are prompt te suh-
mit te the yoke of tho strong, the courage-
eus and the valiant ; wuak minda are strucek
witb fear, respect, astonishment and ad-
miration at the sigbt of a potent geouiue.
The mere impression of a look may fasci-
nate a cbuld, or wither its tender suscepti-
bilities. The presencu, the touch or the
words of a ian, di8tinguishud by bis moral
charactur, or the eublimity of bis intellect,
have a singular influence ever infenior
minds by transfusion of bis aupenier
gunius.

Wu love what wanms and amplifies our
being. An orator or an acter communicatus
ne emotion te bis audience if bis seul is net
grand or strong enough te meve hiniself ;
but he whe pessesses rapturu and enthusi.
asm, attracts, penetrates and charme us by
a magic power. Se Mahoniet, sallying forth
aftur fifteun year's retirement,oireathed into
the breasta of his fellowers the inipetueus
fanacticisi. with whicli bis burning brain
had been impregnated.

After the preliîinary statement it is
net difficult te explain what is called ani-
mal magnetiern. The medicinu ef incanta-
tion and touch existed fer a long tume be-
fore Mesmer and bis successors. Numbera
of distinguished persons from. the remetest
ages practiced the laying on of bande te
heal diseases thrrû,àgh senie puculiar influ-
ence. What is this pretended, active and
transmissible flaid wbicli is neither minerai
magnutieni, nor eluctricity, nor galvanism,
preperly se callud, nor caloric, ail fluide
wbo3e uffects can bu aubmittud te regoreus
proofs î The most ruasonablu and intelli-
gible aivocates of hypnetisma agrue that it
dose net act upon ail individuals. Only
onu in tua, perbaps, ie sensible te its influ-
ence. The conditions precudent on the part
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