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have been a defeat însteadl of a victory. The Egyptians did nlot shoot straiglit because
they were flurried, that is, were deficient in fire-discipline ; our men Ilrecoiled " af ter
a very brief experience af a devilish but comaparativety barrnless battie-din, beeause the
ardour of the tirst rush having died out of themn, fire-discipline was not strong enougli
in thema ta keep them braced to hold the ground the rush bad, won thema. It was for.
tunate that in ifamtey they had a chief wlno bad prescience of their feebleness of con-
stancy, and had taken measures ta remedy its evii offsects.

During the afternaon and eveuing ai Auguet lSth, 1870, six regiments of the Prus-
sian guard corps made repeated and uitimately successf ai efforts ta storm the French
position af St. Privat. What that position was like the ialawing anthentic description
Bets forth: IlIn front af St. Privat were several parallel walis af knce-high masanry
and shelter trenches. Those liues, successively commanding ecd ather, were filled
witb compact rows of skirmishers, and in their rear upon the commandtng height iay
like a natural bastion, and girt by an almost continuons wali, the town-like village,
the stone hanses af which were occnpied up ta the roof s." There was noa shelter an
the thiree-quarters af a mile af smooth natural glacis, aver wbichi the regiments moved
stcadfastly ta the attack ; cvery fld of it was searcbed by the dominant mnsketry lire.
They tried and failed, but they kepi on trying tili tbey sncceeded. And what did the
oucces cast thcm? The six regiments (each three battahaons strang) nnrnbercd
raughly 18,000 men; oi these 6,000 had gane down before Canrobert quitted bis grip
of the Iltown-likc village." One-ihird af their whoie namber! luI was the cost of this
sacrifice that caused the Germans ta adopt the unprecedentcd step oi altering their at-
tacking tactics in the middle of the carnpaign. B3ut the change was nat made becanse
the traops had proved unequal ta the task set thera, but because the cast af the ac-
complishrnent ai that task, in the face of the Chassepot tire, haed. beau Bo terrible. Now
1 arn not concerned ta exait the horn ai the Prussian fightiug men at the cost oi the
British saldier. 1 will assume, and there is precedeut in flavaur of the assumaptian,
that the British soidier oi the pre-dodging era conld take bis puuishrnent and coa
through it victariousiy as stautly as auy Oeiran that ever digested erbswürst and smelt
ai saur rye-brcad. 0f the 10,000 iBritish fellowe whom Wellington sent at Badajas,
3,000 were down befare the tamn aid rag waved over the place. Ligonier's column was
14,000 strang when the Duke af Cumnberland gave it the word ta make that astounding
march through the chance gap, a bare 900 pacee wide, between the canan befare the
village oi Vezan and thase in the ltcdoubt d'Eu, rigbit iuta and behind the heart ai
the French centra an the bloody day ai Foutenoy. There is soine daubt 'whethcr
those quixatio courtesies passed betwcen Lord Charles If ay and the Cunt d'Auteroche,
but there is fia daubt whstcver that when the columun, thwarted ai the reward oi valour
by dediciency ai support, had sturdily marched back throngh the appalliug cross-ire in
the cramped haliow.way, and hati methodicaily fronted inta its old position, it was
faund that at least 4,000 ont ai the 14,000 had beeu shat down. Carlyle, indced, makles
the lass much heavier. Yet a notable example ai the British soldier's gluttany for
punishment i8 I nrnished ln the statistics ai tuie Inkermann lasses. Tlhe total force
that kept Mounit Inkermann against the Ruissians amonted ta 7,4654 officers and men.
Of these, when the long tierce day was done, no fcwer than 2,487, had f allen, just one-
third ai the whole number. The mauner iu which aur soldiers snccessiuily contested
their fearini odds in this battle is a phenomenal oxampie ai lire-discipline ai the grand
aid doggcd type. It la but one, bowevcr, of the many proola that the worid bas fia
stauncher flgbting man tisan is the British soidier intrinsicsliy.

Thau Ilannihilation"' there a na more favanrite word with the critics ai manoeuvres
aud shamn-flghts. In a notice oi a maimie battie near Portsmouth lu The Timues ai the
day I write these lines occurs tijis observation : 1The guns ai the dleet wauld have an.
nibiiated Colonel Thornpsou's advance an the loft alang the sea, shore." ln tmntb it is
as bard a tbing ta "1annihilate " a body ai troaps as it is ta kLit a scandai, In a literai
sense tbere la scarcely a record ai such a catastrophe; if nsed lu a figurative scase ta
signify a bass sa great as ta put the farce suffering At hors de combt, there la amazing
testimany ta the quantity ai Il annihilation "good traaps bave accepted withont any
snch haplese resuit. Here are instances taken almost ai raudom. '£lhe Canlederates,
aut ai 68,000 men engaged ai Gettysburg, lasi 18,000, but Meade helà bis biaud from
interieriug with their orderly retreat. 0f that battle the climax was the assanit ai
Piekettîs division, Il the tiuwer ai Virginia," agalust Webh's front an the tlft ai Cerne-
tery Hill. Before the heraic Armitage called for the " caid steel " and carri ed Gib-
bou's battery with a rush, the division hadl met with a variety ai experiences dnriug uts
milc-and-a.haii advance aver the smoatls grannd np ta the crest. IlWben iA first carne

iat sight it had been piied with solii abat ; then baif-way acrose h bhad been vigar-
ausly sheiled, and the double cannisters bad been reserved for its nearer appraacb. An
cnfiiading tire tare through its ranks ; the rnusketry blazed forth againsti h wtth deadly
effeet." Tbis la the evidence ai an eye-witness au the opposite Bide, who adds, "lbut
it carne au magniflcently." Yos, il came ou ta cold steel and ciubbed muskets, and,
af ter a desperate strnggle, it went back ioiled, to the accompaniments whicbh bad marked
its advance. But, bcavy as were its lasses, iA was not Il anuiblitatedl." Pickett's di-
visian survived ta be once and again a thorn in the Federal side befare the final day
ai fate came ta it at Appomnatox Court Hanse. In the September attack on Plcvna,
ai 74,000 BRusso.Eoumauiau iuiantry engaged, the lasses rcached 18,000. Skobeleff
commanded 18,000 men, and at the end ai bis twa days' desperate dighting, not
10,000 of these were loft standing. But there was fia annihilation, ûitber iiteraiiy
or conventioualiy, if ane may use the terni. The survivors wbo all faught an the
lltb and 121h September were ready at the word ta go in again on the l3tis; and
haw they marchcd acrass the Balkans later is anc af the marvels of madern maiiitary
histary.

'Ihose examples ai stoicism, of flrc.discipliue strained ta a terrible tension, but not
breaking under the strain, were exhibitcd by soldiers wbo did nat carry inta practise
the tactics ai nan-exposurs. The Russo.Turkisb war, if ta truc, was witbin the "lcaver "
ara, but the Linssians in this respect, as lu a good many athers-sucb, for instance, as
lu their lack ai a prapefisity ta "lrecuit "-wcre behind the timies.

OUTING AND THE WHFELMAN, for January, is such a nuinher as we

might expect ta epring from the unionfia the twa ieading aut-door magazines

ai the continent. Lt is exceediugly tasteful lu appearance ;in, cantents it je

rich and well varied. Lt je the anly magazine, we have devated ontiroly ta

the literature of out-daor recroation and physical culture. MVr. Maurice

Thompsan, in this number, commences a delightful serial called "lSumnier

Sweethearts." Mrs. M. II. Catherwood casupletes the stary "lCastie

Trundie." Mr. Jahn Burraughs contributes a charming and sympathetie

paper entitlud "lA Sait Breeze." Finoiy illustrated articles are "Holiday

Art," by Miss Arnanda B. Harris, and the breezy oponiug, paper calied

"A Wheeiing ia Norambuga," by Mr. John S. Phillips, which is fortunato

ln being accompanied by the spirited sketches of Mr. Sandham. IlThe

Crown of Wild Olive " je an out-door Ilclassie," in more ways than one.

We quote the IlBallad of the Wheel," by Mr. Clinton Scallard:

ISALLAD OF THE WIIEEL.

Tbraugli the winding lanes where willaws ican,
And tba statcly elins their iihadaws tbrow,

Past the woodliad bowera ai sunilit green,
Whcrc the dusky brava, witb bended bow,

[JÂNuÀRY 3rd, 1884.

In the haioed trne of the long ago,
Would soft, like a steaithy panther, steai,

We dling dark care to tbo winds that blow,
And spin away on the whiriing wbeei.

By the hîghways broad, where, fair, is seen
The bloom of the aider, white as snow,

Down bulisides steep on the road between
The vineyards wide with their vines a-row,
«Ngh rneads where the murmuring brookiets flow

And rushes talli n the breezes reel,
We dling dark care ta the winds that blow,

And spin away on the whirling wheel.

On days when spring is a verdant queen
And brigbt-oec buttercups, gleain and giow.

'Mid heurs when the foreet's emerald sheen
Is scorched hy sane that the tropics know,
In autumn-tide, ere the winter's \voe,

Whether beils of morn or eve ontpeai,
We dling dark care ta the wiuds that biow,

And spin away on the whirling whei.

ENVOI.

Corne, riders, ail, be ye swift or slow,
And join in the praise af the steed of steel 1-

Wc dling dark care to the winds that blow,
And spin away on the whiriing wheel. -LNO CLAD

BOOK NOTICES.

BiOossÂs'uv OF SIR CHARULs TuppLIt. By Charles Thibault. Moutrcai:
L'Etendard print.

This is a papcr-cavored boak af 148 pages, and xvith respect ta the

language in which it je written, le lntended, sa far as can be ascertained,

as English. The biography af one, whose public cancer has b.-en in manY

impartant respects su distinguishod, and sa interwoven with the mas t

prominent movements lu aur madern lsistany, could nat faau, if propelY

written, ta be a boak of markod importance ta a Canadian public. There-

fare, one naturaliy apens the littIe wark by M. Thibault with mnuch expeC-

tancy ; but beforo hoe has nead half a page hie interest in the caneer af Sir

Charles wili have evapasateci, and with iaosed garmnente hoe wiii have made
up hie mind ta neaci the book for its style. For stylo, it hae the mast wonl

derful that we have ever seels: Thore je nothing lu any litenature like

unto it. Take this :A man "lmuet nise withi the tide of popuiarity, and

from the mountain heighits on the crest af the \vaves, dictate ta the people

beneath." But M. Thibault ought ta kuow that the .tide doos not rise tO

the top af the maountaius naw, tisat it rose thither only once ; and that WO
have given us the s'ainbaw as a cigu af the covenant thut the wanld is noý
ta be dnowned again. Lf M. Thibault has nover ceen a nasnbaw, hieoalit
ta get saniebody ta show hlm one, s0 that hoe cauld bu clear an the paint

bofore writing another baok. The carne autîsor aiea says, p. 3 " lFaWO

may suatch you uuawares ;"-and we may add tisat it is sure ta snatch
hlm if hoe writes a baok or two mare like tîs anc. Lu endeavouring tO

show that the subjeet of the book hue came littie blue biood, the author

trails Sir Charles through a number of irrelevant batte-fielde wvjthaut
praving anything, and thon burste out juta thece sublime statements:
IlWhene le the power that eau hlsod a child supanated from the one W110

gave him life! againet the bayonet af the fao a chiid wauid rush, that hie
might fall juta the arme af hie mother." M. Tlhibault duos not say whether
ho intends ta represunt the mathen hure as holding tise bayanet, that th"

child might mun it juta himef in tnying ta get inta hie mother's lap; bItt

if ho doue mean this, she je a cruel, heantiese mother, and the authar n u05
next book should denaunce lier. Ou page eight, M. Thibault lias these tw0

sentences, running in the arder in which we nepraduce them. Lt wouid b'
prepasturous for us ta eay that they mean nathing, for most assunudly al
thuy bursting with meaning; but sa profound je their ciguificance that
a pnize le hereby oflered ta whornsauver shahl oxpound thoni :"I Bload io
the purect criterjon af love. Isaac Brook, anc of the Tupper famiiy, shW1

bu amongst the liumber." 0f course ho wilI ; and next year wili bu et

week, and the cat wiii walk off with tihe clouds, and divers ather thillgo
shall happen ta the camne effeet. Ou page 12 a birth le recorded, but le
are not able ta ascurtain who lu is that. was born, wvhether Sir Char8ot
Tupper or hie grandfather. If1 Sir Charles was borui, M. Thibault ought to
state it se expiicitiy ;if hoe was not, then aur suppositions are ail a mistak3,
and somebody else wae born pacsing himceif off for Sir Charles TupPet'
Lu a second edition, for no daubt thausande af this book wili sell, tho
question af nativity ouglit ta bue set at reet. But we cannot linger 9,11
longer over thjs volume funther than ta extnact two or three sentences. lfg
12 : IlOh, sacred system af a mother's tenderuese, why should we tý
fnom thue those hidden treasures! "-a periectiy intelligible statenfle t '
On page 23: Sir Charces reasous like a German, fights like a ilus»6"


