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convict is boistod upon another's back and carried round
tue roemn, beîng mcrcilessly beaten witb kuotted handker-
chiefs ail thie time. ILe often suffors quite as niuch from
this amusement as frein a sound flogging by the execu-
tiener. IlThe Prisoner's Oatb " is a pastime wiîich in
cynical blas4pheuuiy outîlotsala] the others: it cannot be
descrilîed. "lThue Sewing of the Caftan," by its obscenity
and the exquisite torture it infliets on tho victimi, has
nothîiîg ciscte nmatch it."

It is net necessary te have incurred the serions dis-
pleasume of the oligarcha ste lie subJected te these kinds of
puuîisbkieuits4. ForrIl semieus " oflences death is tue penalty,
anti the executionrrs do thiir bllody work witb perfect inpu-
nity. [ni the prison of Tsh . . . . ski 1 saw a young mnari for
whoin thîey badIl" sewn thîe caftan" tho day before, and 1
shaîl nover, as long as 1 live, lie able te blet eut frein my
iemory th(e inilge of tlîat inartym's face ! le sbortly

afterwamds (ied cf the esuts. Il As as a natter of course,
thie investigation that enstied bougbt notbing te light."

If, in the course of this or auuy other investigation a
prisoner shionîti say toc iiiuceh, if lus reticence or bis admnie
sicus comiproroise bis fellows, if, generaliy speaking, ho is
cf a taikative disposition, or a hoaster, ho is set down as a
" heathen," ani is uiercilessly persecuted, beaten, tortured.
If lie lifoma on bis colivagues, death is bis portion, and
tie authorities ami' powî'rless te save him.

No natter how wî'll a spy is scroened and protected lu
secret celis, lus fat' wili overtake hiiiisooner or later. Th'le
greater thie injuiry ie infiictî'd onthe convict corporation, the
cruolî'r their vengeance. 1 was acquainted with a convict
condemiuied to tieportation te Easte'rn Sibemia, who, for tlîe
sake cf lucre, lied inforned on three of bis cempanieus.
Thauiks te the elicient moeasurîs taken te screeu hlm, he
got as far as Moscow and in the Kolymasbny conrtyard
was interncd in a secret celI. Tlîat very night the lock
was picked by soine personl or persons uukuowu and the
spy heaten within an ace cf bis life. After several înontbs
of careful medicai treatuiient lue recovcrî'd and was forwar-
ded on. li Kazaun, in the forwarding prison he was
tortumt'd aund would have bien killed oîtrigbt lhad ie net
liceuteri eut of thc priHoiurs' bauds in timue. Put in
bospital uuîter tlhe docter's cari', ho was poisoned and uis
life was witb dilfit.ulty gaved. Ile then feigned niadness,
anîd was placedin iitbe Central Hospital for the Insane
wbere, thauiks te lis î'xtraordiuary ingî'uuity, hoe succeîded
in einaiuiing for about, a ym'ar. Senit on along witb tlîe
first spring gaung of convicts, ho ueaceod the forwardiuîg
prison of Tiuiieîm, whiîrei'eit was cruslîtî to deatliIl hy
pensons iunkuçiowi.'' 'lThis is Iby ne nieauus an exceptionai
instance andt tue uist'borribui' featuri' of sncb executieus
is tiîat tbey somietimets take place on niero suspicion.

Oui' las no difliculty lnu uuterstanding thie reluctance
of prisoersi, uniiir sucli circuinstatices, te coiepiain cf the
pain and tmisery luulictîti upon tbei hy tuu<ir bhrutal col-
ltagues, whio rî'ally muli thieui. 'lhey arm" as liftule îîisposi't
te coueplaiui of theî abuses for wbiclî the authioritits4 are
direcC!y espousible, sonie' ft'wof wbicm it iîay lie weli te
point eut.

A Russiaui gintit'nian nanied Ptitsin wauu sent seune
tiuîîe ago ini a pnrely officiai capacity te Siberia, wluere ho
acquitted hiii'f in a inuot conscientieus mainer of the
dilicult mnissionî witli whicb lie was eutrusted, carefnîly
exaiimiimg the prisons, uiaumy of whîichî Mm. Keunan nover
Haw. le dî'cw up a lengthy report, whicb was dnly
pigen-hoht'd, as suich re'ports isually arc, 1part cf whichî ie
ueceîtly pulîlishf'd witlî thei permisasion of thie authorities,
accordedt witui a vî'ry luat Igrace. Thîis unimpeacliable docu-
niont la a complote confirmationi of thie report inserted lu the
Law > Meqsener. Nothwitlistantditig the statistical brevity
and lmck of consecitivcuti,'ss whichî characterizi' the style of
beth tuiese documeuînts, a few extmactm fronu tbem are botter
calcnlatod, 1 beli,'ve, te couvy te Emiglisimni a correct
ides, cf what prison life in tussia really la tîan the meost
viviîl description givî'îî ly theie îîost impartial of their
countrmin.

Tbhî Sookhovsk forwardiug prison, M. Ptitsin informas
us, corisîsta of twe colis, Il aîuîost pitchi dark," ruade te
accoiiiinodat ten mon. Thîe niajoity cf the prisoners live
on aliîîî alone. TIhe saine stery is told lîy the author of tho
report on thie prisoun systenui wbicb appearoul lu the Law>
Ms:uge. To i;in ith, wehro ead:- o hm

eaundthu'im linon, clothes, and boots in scores of pro-
vinîcial prisonis, anid 1 was always struck by inîpracticability
li thue concepîtioni and dishonesty in the manufacture of
these articles of uecessity. The uudorclotbiuk was always
nit], tom, and with vî'my faiuît traces of having bioun wasbed.
'[he cut of it was invarialy absurd: tho drawems, for
exameple, are seau eut of two piecos of clotuu inte a perfect
triangle, se tlîat unless you rip it up, it is impossible te get
imiide of it or put it ou ; thte legs below the kuees are
uncovîreti; thue shirts, net mîeeting at the cellar even ou
the sleuidercst ueck, beaves thie entime chest and tuie armns
bleow the shoulders unprotected. Thie boots are nitre
slippers as shallow as goloslies. Thle clothing for the meat
part coîîsists of one tunic, a parody on the Biblical tunic,
whiclî buttons uowhere, and in which neonman can work.
*. .1 The Kireusk prison (974 versts from Irkutsk> is a
woodeu buildling surrounded by a palisade. [t is se cold and
dilapidati'd that wore it net pî-opped up witb woodeu sup-
ports it would tumble down immediatoly. A convict
stuck lus inger into the woodeu wail, into wbich it
entered as into butter or soft snow, se rotten was it. The
ceîling feil downi in 1883 and buried apisoner, wbo was
fortuuiately dng out alive. The inspecter complains that
since 1882 thA convicts receive ne prison garb, ne socks,

no warm goloshes, no clothes of any description, so that
tbey can neither work nor waik. The prisonors coin-
plained of the overcrowding of the rooms, so that they fre-
quently bave to sleep flot only on the. ground but under
the plank beds: thus in room No. 1 six convicts slept
under the piank beds ; in No. 2 ive; in No. 3 nine; in
Nos. 4 and 6 eleven. There is no bospital ; the sick are
Iocated ini the civil hospital, which is described in the
Governmental report as surpassing in tiltIiuiess anything
that was (!ver seeni or hecard of everi in Siberia. The floor
of the corridor througli which the patients have to pass to
the water-closet is covered witli a thick coating of ice, wliich
is soaked through and through with the foui liquida that flow
froin the water-closet, whichi is nieyer cleaned. The siec
and dyiug lie genierally on the floor, wbicb ws so thickly
strewn with them that there is nto passage through the
rooin. There they lie crying arnl wailing, and cornpiaining
of their specific sutferin 'g and of the cod-for they are
almnost naked and liave not wherewith to cover themselveg.
The vîsitor standing in the room with bis f urs on and bis
head covered found the coid harely tolerable. One roonil
was occupied by mnaie and feniale syphilitie patients
thrown together indiscrimiinately, and under a table in a
corner of the room two smali chiidren, about two or three
years oid, were crawling about like littlçe puppies. There
was no rooui for thein elsewliere. The convicts who coque
hero have to romain in this corridor, as there is rio accoinmio-
dation for themn in the roomis.

Prisoners and their gyaolers becoîne reconciled to al
imaginable privations and extortions, so that they bc,
ailowed to do just what they please........ l forbid-
den fruit " of the prison (the vodka with its foui smneliing
f usel oul) is transformed by their imagination into a
heaveniy nectar, and it mnust be adnitted that Rîissian
prison life is in the Iast degree desolate and weirl for
people wiriî sober brains. At 'first the money giv i for
food (whenever money is gi veii) is spent in the purchase of
spirits, afterwards the prisoners' ciothing is disposed of,
and thien both guards and convicas go begging for aims.
. . . ihus the day is spent and niglit draws nigli, and
the étape prison is mnetaniorphosed into a terrible biell upon
earth. The poisonous fumes turn every ones hj lead. Neither
ago fier sex is recognizel or respected in the wild giutting
of brutal instincts. Every attenupt at resistance is speediiy
overcomie by dint of blows of the fi8t and strokes given
witb the butt end of rifles. If. during the scufie, a convict
us away, on the morrow n generai hunit is organized, and

the wretch when caught is beatenl to death. It also coînes
to pass, as ini Orenburg in the 4pring of 1881, that wlben
those whio run away are not overtaken, one or more of those
wlîo remnained bebind are deliberately kîlled, and a report
drawn up setting forth thiat Ilthi'ee ran away, shiots were
ired at thenq, and ouie of the three was killed, wbile the
other two Pspi.'E I.Laliiu, in 'ITh <otui/dî
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MIs. (OSIMA W~ACNER, relict of the great Itich ard,
intonds soon to visit friends in London. The ieng-th of lier
visit 18 not imlicated.

MILS. CI ILIA SEÎuE bias died at Genoa in bier soventy-
eigbth year. Sho was a ddui.htir of Vincent Novillo, and
once sang on the stage.

MLLE lXV~utEis in leurope, but will return to New
York ini tique to sing at Che WorcîsHtor Festival in Septem.
ber, and aüthte irat Phîilharmoniecocncert in that city.

Tiiim bondon MS'taqv publisiies an itematýýatiing that Lilian
Russellis to1 sing in Ldi Lyric Theatre i that city ; but
site is aiso announced to rpturn te the Casino ini New
York.

RIADAM SruA O C(,h wiîlow of Maurice, lives ini
London, and stili retains bier rich contralto voico. Years
ago, as Antialia Patti, she was mne of the pets of the New
York public.

MR. Gaoauua LyDiNG blas been engaged for next season
as Ioading tenor for l1ice's Il World's Fair" Comupany, now
rehearsing in New Yorkc, and to open eariy in Septenîber in
Philadephia.

MADAME ANNA liE LA GîîANOiî, in bier recent cureer as a
vocal teacher at Paris, lias bial many Anierican pupils.
Sho always r(*curs with gratification to lber long sories of
lyri.- triumphs in tlîis country.

.A.N'ON RUBIINSTE[N lbas counpietedI a new opera enititled
"The Unrfortunate,," whicb wiii be produced at St. Peters-
burg. l'ho sui)«jeet is based upon the love adventumes of a
I>btlsian Prince of the tweifth century.

Titi first week's engagemient, of Miss Emma Juch
proved the most successful ever known in tuea history of
Dienver. The gross receipts, which far exceeded that of
the Patti Company, aiiuounted te nearly $30,000.

MR. Auîuav lias conipleted arrangements for the engage-
ment of Mine. Sarah Bernhardt for a tour throughl the
United States under bis management. Il Cleopatra," l'y
Emile Morceau and Victorien Sardou, will be bier mainu
card.

MAIICELLA SieMiuiticri bas gone to Switzeriand te spenul
ber vacation in the Alps. Slip bas eceived offers to sin-
in the United States, Russia, Spain or Italy, just as sue
may decide, but will couie to no conclusion on the subject
at the present time.

Mn. EDWARD SOTIHERN met with an accident at New
Rochelle lately while in bathing, wlîicb will provent his

attendance for a week or so at the eearsals of the new
play Il The Maister of Wood-Barrow." Ho is staying at
Bronson Ilioward's cottage.

TuE, asp used by Mrs. Potter in Shakespeame's Il Antony
and Cleopatra" is said to have died from lack of nourish-
ment. Fanny Davenport st;ttes tlîat ber asp wil ho
trained by Sardou hbiseif, wbo recoiniends that it ho
applied ta tue arm.- Dranuatic illreor.

CxLUCEK once said of bis Il Ammida," with an indomnitable
sonse of powcr and a darinig seulse of satisfaction : ' 1bave
composed tiîis piece in a uîanner which will prevetit its
gYetti ng ohi." Ife sajîl to Marie Autiete ' Vadaine, the
opera la inislhed, and uîdeed it is supcrb 1"

THiu, farewell performuances of Madamie Materna, the
famnous Wagnemiaa soprano, will takeý place next winter at
Vienna. She wili then grac'fuliy sirnk into the inevitali
fate of ail great pas-sèeatsa cîe a vocal instructor.
Patti and Cary seeni toalic the only two exceptions.

Tiib: followincg somiewhat eiarkable statenieut 15
voucbed for hi fliarp-'r's Bazar" Althoughi Mr. Edwin
Booth lias so idonti6ied biinîseif in the popular mind witlî
tie part of ' Hamiet ' thau ail other 1'lianilets' stand or fali
l)y comparison with bis personation, and although lho bas
himself played it sonle tbousands of tiunes be bas neyer yet
seen the play as a 8pectator. "

MAX ÎIAMBOURG is the namre of a ten-yoar-old boy
pianist wbo latcly appeared i London, and played Beeth-
oven sonatas with mucb delicacy and rofinement. Pader-
ewski admires imii, but a bondon critic thinks that lic
us oneoef I those abhorred prodigies whîo have littie claini te
ho judged by any highi canons of art." Pmobably the
writom of tlîis remark was a stupid youthi himself, wlîo,
remembering the fact, cannot forgivo brilliant precocity in
others.

RINSTrEIN, wbo is sojourning at Badenweiler in the
Black Forcst, is eugîged ini coin posing ncw and interesting
works. A coilectioR of piano pieceq lia.s just been fiinished
by biîn, cousisting of tive cli racteristi_ compositions
inî.ended for a young lady pupit who is te perforni theni
the irst tiîoe at her debeit. Ilier naine is Sophie Posnanska,
and the collection is caiiu'd " Scuu Akrostic for piano),
op. 11 k " Bartbolf Senfi7, beipsîc, wili publish the collec-
tion.

GEELMAN uilitary miusic i8 lîenceforth, we hear, toalie
printed witb the variations in tenipo and sigus of expres-
sion net as hitherto, in [talian, but in the language of the
Fatiieriand, the war mnister Iiaving prouounced that the
use of Italiumn is unpatriotic. Sureiy the, oh oct of adhieming
te on(, set of expressions should be that aIl niay unîler-
stand them, for if during iilitary eperatieuis musical
directions are neyer te lie given in an Pncniy's language,
compositions nîiut le puîblislîeui for the, occasion wlîcnover
a war breaks out.

Tu ELlE is a ruiîonr aloat that Tamtagno will seen leavo
the stage, but there sceema ne reason for bis cloing se wlîile
bis voico 15 yet fresh andi vigomeus ; and as he is very fendl
of înaking mîoniy it is net probable lie wiil thmow away the
ample opportunîties te tiîis end wiîicb bis voice and
popul:irity offer bue. Tainaguuo, by thie way, is a very
strong mnan physical ly --strong <noiglite isi a wouder in
a mîuseunm as a lifter of Iîeavy weights. Thie strength of
bis bands anîd wrusts are saît Lato 1 soinetling absolutely
plienomenal.

ONCE Upon a tiuuc the clebratel contralto, Tebeili,
(it was at Riga in 1861) sang a teuior part. Ti, regular
tonor was ilI, aundlshe, in orîler that tlie performance might
net ho abandoued, underteok a portion of the mnusie of
Il Alniaviva " ii'' IBabi ." Mladaiie Trobellilbal
been cast for Il Ros ima," lbnt aniotiier artist was able te
sing this part, and, iii erder thiat Hdadaine Trebelli sbould
hie board in the lesson scene, Rosin«a tumned round te
'l Aliîiaviva," saying, 11 Anti yen, lon Alonzo, will you net
sing aise '? 1 shoulîl like ta hiear my now nmaster," where-
upon Il Don Alonze " sang an extra sole.

(Ygi-at Aiboni-the contralto of the world-is stili
living ini Par-is, weli-te do, coinfortablî' and happy. When
she sang iii opera in England, -I sa many years ago,"
Signer SanîgioVaui 1wa4 tlie teor, anti lie is the saine
Sangiovanni who is now the celebrated vocal teaclier nt
Milan.Ile iad a ligbt, flexible voice, and was at homne
in floriîlniusit. l'ý05sýiîîi's "Cenerentoha"bas net bensung
eîitire ini England since the days of Albanîi at tbe ol'1,
eld Broadiway Theatre, near Leonard Street, nor bas there
liton sinco thiat oeriod lier~ equal as a contralto.

Ar a recent " aunual service" concert hiy the Royal
Society Of rVusicians ini Westmiinstor Abhey, the pro-
granîiefl incluuled clioruses froue "lSaul," and selections frein

13eis4hazzar," "IlTheoilora," Il Saunsýot," Il Jeptha," and
Judiaq." The amtists were Nordica, Patey, Kearton,

Lloyd, and ilitoni, wbo, as if inspired Ilw the sojlemu beauty
of their surroundings, sang adimiably.' Madame Nomdica's
best performance was that of "lLet the Bright Sorapbim,"
th(, trumpet obligato, te wbichî was finely playod by Mr.
Solomion ; but the finost tbing of the evenîing was, boyonijl
question, th(,, superb rendciug by Mr. Lloyd of IlSound
an Alarm." The choruses were givon tiîmougbout witlî
wondorfuî precision and oret, Dr. Bridge conductiug.

IN a Sicilian town lived a poverty-stricken music
teacbeu', Pietro Mascagni by naine. Saine manager offemed
a) rmoney prizo fer an opera, and Mascagni sent
in a manuscript of a baîf-forgetten operetta. 14
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