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pleteiy. My sole aim is to make a few suggestions which
seem pertinent now in this connection, for the purpose of
eliciting further discussion.

Let me say that [ think it flot unwise for us to begin
to be thinking about the future of Canada. We are not a
nation, although poseessing national proportions. if
Canada had an independent existence our cause would be
clearer, because there would be nothing to do but seek a
wise government, and go forward in the career of great-
ness and glory. But we have to fali back upon the reflec-
tion that, after ail, we are nothing but a colony, and ail
our affaire are conducted in the name of a Sovereiga, who
riles over a country which is flot Canada, altbough it in-
cludes Canada. Such a condition of affaire cannot last,
though it le not necessary to say that it cannot last long.
Ail that is essential to the present argument is to be
aesured, as we ail are, that it cannot last forever. Hence
Canada is not settled down ta any fixed policy or any defi-
nite career. Some change has got to take place sooner or
later; we cannot always be a co]ony.

This fact le recognized by ail the writers who have
recently offered opinions on this question. The only point
to be considered is in what direction the change, which is
certainly coring, will take place. In other words, when
Canada ceases to be a colony, what will she be ? 1, for
one, cannot think it is too aoon to cogitate upon thie ques-
tion, and discuss it, but I do believe it is too early to form
definite conclusions.

Mr. Cunningham seernes to think that, ail things being
considered, Imperial Federation is the true and only solu-
tion of this probiem. I do not deny this. Hie ray be
right. But it is not improper to suggest a few things that
ought to be taken into consideration, and are bound to,
weigh in the ultimate deciejon of the question.

Mr. Cunningham enforces hie view by holding up the
innate loyalty of the Canadian people to British institu-
tions; the glory of the Empire which kindies our own
pride as Weil as that of those who inhabit the British
Islands, and the great destiny which would await such a
vast comnbination as the consolidation of the various
British communities scattered over the four quarters of
the globe,.lie then turne to the United States, and
points out that we could flot accept their institutions and
formu of goverfiment without retrogreselon and a lowering
of our standards. He appears to think that independent
national life is out of the question, and far legs glorious
than citizenship lu the Grejat Empire of which we form a
part. I certainly wish to epitomize the reasons advanced
fairly, becauseeI have no prej udices, and wish ta consider
these vital questions in the broadeet and moet enlightened
sprit possible. The Reverend Principal Grant pute forth
the same views, only in a more dogmatic fashion, which I
do not think strengthene hie position, and he has also
undertaken to draw comparisons in respect to the fame
and reputation of the public men of Nova Scotia, which,
while, no doubt, very comforting to him, are scarcely what
right have been expected froni a broad-îninded and
generoue-hearted think er.

Ail that is said in regard to the innate loyalty of the
Canadian people I accept, and much that is said in regard
to the defects of the Amnerican eystem of goverfiment I
arn not prepared to controvert. Fromn the light I now
have, though posibly prejudice bas eomething to do with
it, I certainly prefer the British and Canadian forme of
government to the American. The idea of being governed
by a cabinet which is dependent for ite existence every
hour upon the support and confidence of the peoplees rep-
resentatives, seeme to be sounder than to be governed by
an executive which is independent of the pepple's repre-
sentatives, and, for four years, independent of the people.

Those thinge ail being agreed to, there yet remain
several factors which have got to be deat with, and which
have been ignored and kept out of sight by the able gentle-
men who have been pushing the Imperial idea.

Fir8t. If is impcgsible for Canada to ignore her geo-
graphical Position. Whatever rnay be the position and
surroundinge of other British Colonies, Canada is part of
the continent of North America, and has for a neighbonr
a vast English-speaking community of people,1 which, how-
ever far we may have drifted spart in national friendship,
is yet till nearly allied to us in civilization, lawe, aime,
institutions, and national aspirations. The doctrines Of
civil and political liberty which prevail here govern in the
United States. The fact that euch a body of people exiet
upon aur own borders, and are going to remain there, and
that we are daily intermingling with them in bnsinfl in
social relations, and in varions religions, educatiollal and
philanthropie underetandinge, is a factor which no discern-
ing or far-seeing man will ignore. It is not à sufficient
snswer to say, as does my esteemed friend <Hon. Mr.
Mowat), that the United States have become a "&hostile
nation." In a sense thie may be truc. Their politicians,
their papers, and some of their people do manifest signe of
hotility, and such signe are not wanting amnfg the les
wortby of our own papers and people. Still, the United
States are there, and they exercise a daily aud hourly
inflnence over every form of Onr national and individual
life. We feel their influence in every commercial and
industrial enterprise in the country.

Second. le it not well to reflect when holding up thie
question for general and many-sided observation, what the
probable destiny of the Britisb Islands and the United
States will be-nay, even go a etep fartber and consider
'what the work of one hundred years will effect in the
relative position of the continents of Europe and America 1
I do not tbink it is unreasanable ta ask a people takiiig
tbought of their destiny to look forward at leaat One

hundred years. The present population of the British
Islande is about 37,000,000. What will it bc at the end
of another century ?J In the nature of thinge, not over
40,000,000 or 50,000,000. The seh as been pretty
nearly reached. What will the population of the United
States bel' At least 200,000,000, probably 250,000,000,
poesibly 300,000,000. la not this fact wortb considering?'
Bear in mmnd, I arn not asking the Canadian people to
consider it in the light of a political union witb the United
States. No sncb thought is in my mind. But we are
asked to make permanent alliances. To throw in our
destinies with the British Islands ar, this junctuire wonld
he to turn our backe upon our own continent to, form alli-
ances hostile to American aime and policy. le it not
worth while to reflect uipon the propriety of mixing Our-
selves up with Enropean affairse'î la it not practical to
say to, ourselves serionely that whatever else le done we
ehould be content to found aur policy frorn a North
American standpoint, to grow up in sympatby with the
ideas of this continent, so that in one hundred yeare from
now we can look forward to being a great power upon the'
regnant continent of the globe, and permeated with the
enlightened views which the atmosphere of North America
generates 1 When North America contains 300,000,000
Englisb-speaking people it will be a greater factor in the
affaire of this world than Europe, whatever its population
may be.

Z'hird. lu spite of our Ioyalty ta the British Crown and
Our attachrnent to the British people, and Our pride ln the
Empire, are we quite sure that political alliance witb the
British Islands at this moment would be a healthy thiug
for the Canadian nationality 1J Bear iu mind that nation-
building is a matter of practical politics, and bas ta be
weighed in a practical spirit. There is sentiment lu
national growth, and it is a poor business to undertake ta
get on without it. But the sentiment should burn from
within. I would look upon it as a crime ta weakeu a
Oanadian's loyalty to Canada when Canada once becomes
a nation, but I amn not equaliy clear that it would be a
crime to weaken a Canadian's loyalty ta Great Britain, if
it was cloar that Canada's interest demsnded it. Great
sud gaod as are the institutions of the Mother Country, are
we sure it would be a wise thing for Canada ta adopt
themî InL other words would absorption into Britisb
methode and ideas suit the tendencies and aspirations of
the Canadian mmnd as moulded in the atmosphere of North
America 'J Let us think about these thinge.

Great Britain to-day has still an Established Church
and an hereditary arietocracy. Would it suit Canadian
ideas or intereste to accept these?' For myself, on this
point I give an emphatic negative. Great Bni tain has stili
a place in European diplomacy. and has ta maintain a
standing army and a navy which national interesteseeom
ta demand shall be made greater and more costly every
year. le there anything in Canadiau life wbicb points ta
it as a wiee policy that we sbould take a ahare of those
burdene upon us?' In North Amenica we can get on very
well without those things. Hlere every man je a bread-
winuer and a wage-earnier, and contributes sometbing ta,
the development of the country. Would it be a mark of
wisdom ta seek a policy which would involve the conversion
of a large percentage of the able-bodied men of the state
into a band of hired loafers supported at the public ex-
pense?' Are there not many consideratione which induce
one ta believe that if Canada is ever ta thrive and grow
and achieve a great deetiny ehe can do this best lu the
atmnoephere of ber own continent rather than Etifled witb
the remains of European feudalieni '

I must beg it ta be underetood I arn not doginatizing.
1 arn onîy seeking ta present seý'eral sides of this question
for caîni examinstion. Perbaps a titled sud hereditary
aistocracy is just the thiug we need. POseiblY a standing
army i. juMt the tonic we require, and a daeb at some ware
iu Europe, Asia and Africa the very exercise that wonld
build up aur Constitution, But there are some amouget
us wha have irnbibed opposte ideas, and want the matter
more fully tbreshed ont. Many other inquiries euggeet
themeelvesî, sncb as the apparent impracticability of holding
together lu a cornmon policy cf mutual advantsge s0 mauy
distant and diversely-stueted communities ; the absence
of any necesity an the part of Canada, for purposes cf
defence or praeperity, ta eeek for alliances in Europe on
Asia, and the manifeet dîfflculty of getting any echeme
whicb would bear promulgation. But 1 have eaid, perbaps,
enongh for the preseut. Criticism le the hand-maid cf
creation, and I trust that no enthnsiaetic frieud of Fedena-
tion will regard these suggestions as being offered in a
hostile or captions epirit. J. W. LoNGLEY.

ilali/ax, May 24, 1889.

MONTREAL LETTER.

AFrER ail that le being said and doue uaw.a-days inAregard ta education, we appear ta be but picking np
pebblee on the shore cf the great ocean. We are very far
from causidering that every faculty witb whicb we are
endowed, physical aud mental as well as moral, muet be
edncated, and that each shouid receive neither more non
16es than its full attention, whicb requires to be regulated
by au intelligent cousideration of the dlaims of every other,
the wbole canstitutiug s distinct and epeciflo preparation
for the ephene the individual is iuteiided ta accupy. It le
an admitted fact that the physical le the basie upan which
the character cf the mental sud moral developmeut depeude,
and yet net ane cf us lu a tbonssnd pays the alightest
heed ta the motive power of the work cf life. We ail hob-
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ble throngh aur existence, at the best in a very maimed
sud lame condition. We walk, and move, aud breathe; we
est, sud eleep, and drese, but which of us performe either,
witb a regard for the beet sud most effective meth'od '
And what we kuow of the vital organe, the supreme gaver-
uer cf the whole, le the most pitifully neglected part cf
ail. Nature bas endowed us with a vocal apparatue for
example, an organism by whicb we are intended primarily
toaspeak, possibly ta sing. The proportion cf mankind
wbo shah saing le evidently but a very emaîl fraction of the
whale who shahl merely speak, and the curions fact meets
us that it is ouly lu the case of the singer that any systema-
tic development of the vocal apparatus le dreamt of :
only for the pleaaurd, sud not for the work of 1f. that we
reeort ta scientific préparation. Every child is tinght
to speak sud to read; but merely as a means of acquiring
the mediumi cf interchange of thonght, and not as a preci-
oua physical delight, not as a training, development, sud
strengthening of the foundation of ail strengtb, but as a
bap.hazard sud despised indifference which muet prove
the foundatian of ail weakness. Few know and eujoy the
exquisite deligbt, tbe physical ecatasy of haviug read
aloud, of having enng. Few can bc great orators or vocal-
ists. Ail may read and speak sud sing with physical
correctuese, witb physical pleasure, and, most important of
ail, with immense physical advantage. Much may ne doue
in the middle age ta redeem early negleot, but, like every-
thing eise, cbildbood le the season wbîch bas nature on its
side. Every child, on enteriug echool, should have its
vocal apparatus placed under intelligent sud scientific
guidance. Lt is really a musical instrument, sud holde
untold wealtb for aur use if we shahl but dlaim it. Mr.
Charles G. Geddes, in hie Studio for Vocal Gymnastic
Exercises, deserves the patronage sud support of every
responeible being lu Montreal, as the firet interpréter
among us of the infinite beauty sud value, mid the cause-
quant rarity of even good speaking. XVe ail know the
paramouint importance of spooling thread sud packiug
matches, paring apples sud wbipping eggs, and the assi-
duity witb wbicb we seek ta antiquat4, the improvemeut
almoat as soon as it le created, ite very dawiî bearing the
shiadow of its own eclipse. But we bave stili ta awaken ta
the fact that we treat witb the mast Bohemnian incivility
sud coutempt the machine with which nature provides
every one of us,-a machine more perfect ln its adapta-
bility sud more infinite lu its application, than the great-
est triumph of mechanical production.

Au illustration of its wonderful adaptability was pre-
eented ta ail who took the trouble of visiting the Mackay
Institute for the Blind aud Deaf a few days ago, on the
occasion af the annal examination of t1w pupils. In
this Inetitute there are about if ty pupils, whosc ages vary
from six years ta twenty-tbnee, sud whose terme of in-
struction vary from two weeks ta eight years. Tho every-
day blessinge of sight sud hearing are so every-day that
we seldom pause ta realize ail we owe to thern. But -ta
any one who hau had an experience of trying ta convey ta
the deaf aur thongbts throngh soa other medium titan
speech, or ta the bliud the impressions of the outer world
tbrough some other medium thian sight, the exhibition
muet havé been pathetically sugIgestive. Pupils wha bad
beeu, lese than a year unden tuition wrote on a blackboard
words sud sentences, anid even worked out arithmetical
calculations, ail of whicb were communicated ta theni
tbrough signe. One pupil, after a couple of weeka' train-
ing, was a simple wonder toala] present ; whilet the ad-
vanced classes displayiid a knowîedge, not only of lauguage
but of grammar, hlstory, geography, drawing sud peu-
mansbip, whicb would have doue crédit ta any cf aur
public sehools. Perbaps the Most toucbing achievement
of ail wae the read&ng,-the actual hip-speech, acquired
under scientiflc nmethods by those naturai machines, aven
againet the odds of neyer baving heard the souud.

The Normal School, too, has just beld a succeseful
meeting ta confer the diplamas of the yean. Since the in-
auguration of the school lu 1857 the nesuits of the labours
cf the staff of efficient teachers which it emuploye, are
2,101 diplomas in ahl-, 2 0 5 eiemeutary, 696 Model Scbaol,
sud 200 academy. Lu hie addness the Principal, Dr.
Robins, referred ta the uecessity of raifiing the study of
the French lauguage to ite proper place, ta Malte it a living
power lu the curriculum ; sud Mn. Onimet, Provincial
Superintendent af Education, argued that Englieh sud
French should be made compnlsony lu every echool lu the
Province.

An entbnsiasticaeeemblagegatbered lu tihe Young Men'a
Cbnistian Association Hall ta listen ta the annal reparte
of the year'e work. The association is entering on its thirty-
ninth year, sud bas juet purchased a lot of veny valuable
land witb an ares cf 8,448 feet, for their uew building.
Natnrally enongh thie important etep occupied a prom-
mneut position lu the Secretary's Report, sud the pros-
pect of having accommadation snited to the grawing
requirements af the work lu a city 11k. Montreal bas
eucouraged the association ta lay its plans for attacking
uew fields of labour. The site, which le ou Dominion
Square, facing the Windsor Hotel, was secured at a cost
cf $23,000, sud a canvass of the city which was coin-
meuced hast September bas resuited sa fan lu $55,000. lu
order that the uew building be opened free of debt $40,-
000 muet be realized, sud special enbecnîptiou books for
this purpose bave been etanted. The membersbip of the
association now mounts to 1,065, sud a junior aseociate
membership, recently inaugunated, adds 229 ta the total.
lu addition ta the attendauce ou meetings in the building,
320 youug men on-an average, avail themselves of the
advantages of the association every day, sud the report
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