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believe that such is the case, But we are also sure that, if it were go

enforced, as if any serions and thorougli effort were made so to enforce it,

the opposition would be even more serions titan it lias been.

It is not at ail difflcult, for those who are iii any way acquainted with

the counties whiclh have shaken off the tyranny, te, follow the course of

reflection which hias led to this resuit. lIn the first place, the most devoted

advocates of temperance, or even of total abstinence (wbich is a very dif-

ferent thing), catînot regard with complacency the ining and imprisoarment

of their neighbours for doitig what tlîey have al ways done, and what is doue

in nnost Parts of the world, without let or hitidrance. Knowing that thesc

persons consider such legisiation to be oppressive and tyrannical, it is

impossible for thema to regard tlîeu as tnere crîminais, and even if they

disappreve or condemn the cause for whichi they suifer, they do îîot like the

notion of naking martyrs of their opponients. It is flot very easy for those

of us M-ho live in cities or large towns, and who can change our friunds and

acquaintances without being lef t alone, to nnderstand the powerfnl influ-

ences of sucli couisiderations in smallcr places. In înany of the villages

and towns of this Province, contentiotns have been engendemed and fends have

sprung up which wiii not bu appuased for many a day. Suclî strifes have

burnit in society, in business, iii churcheq, and iii the fanîiiy. \Vu calnot

wonder tîmat people get weary of thein and disgnsted with the cause. And

these reasons beconie more imnperative wlîen it is seenr tlmt tire end which

was proposed by the measure bias flot been reached. Every onu must

desire the sippression of drunkemuess, mnd bu wiiiing to emiploy every leginil

mate means te bring it about. Maîny wlio would have proferred ît ditloeni.

niethod were indnced to vote for the Scott Act, or at least te abstaiîî fronti

voting against it, by the hope that it would at leagt tenîd to put lowvi

drinking, even if it iiiflicted sonne hîard-nbip upon the commnnity au largo.

Bnt it is the opinioni of many wlîo hav e ample uitans cf krmowing thiat tire

Act lias not even dimiîîislîud drunkenness, immcli less abolished it ;bun,

that it hias initroduced flan)' other evils aiongside the one whiei it was

intended to suppress.
Foi- instance, it is certainly a bad tbing that ine-t sliouid bu emîconragm-d

te break the law, and ntili worse tlîat tiîey shouid lue led to despi',e it. Net

only bias this been the result of the imuposition of the Scott Act, but a habit,

of thought towards the law hias biien engendered whici is4 de.structive of

that spirit of subordiniation to iawftil autbority whicli ceruainly stands in

ne need of weakening in tlîis country.
Another evil lias resulted freti the operation cf tire Act. Peopl- whmo

either could not or would flot (lesist fromu the use cf alcohol have in niany

cases given up the driîîking cf b(,er, whîich is more diticult te cenvey froin

place te place, and have taken te drinikimîg wlniskey, whicli is certainîly a

more dangerous habit ; and net oiy se, but te drink bad whliskey, wbich

is poisenous, instead of good whiskey, wliich, taken iii mederation amîd at,

proper intervals, is awholeýsonie beven-agu atnd often nîedicinally useiful. And

stili fîîrtber, the heurs cf drinking, net being rr-cogtiizenl ly Iaw, hiave nef

been rugulated, and se it bias conne te pass that drink bias beun seld and

bongbt and consumed at aIl itours of the day and îîiglît. It is a simple fact

that, in a certain town of ne great size, where tinure were five pnb)lic lieuses a

few years age, there have been ten or eleven places where, since, the introduc-
tion of the Scott Act, liquor bias been soid every day in the week, inclii-

ing Sunday, and net only every day but efteiîtiuies ail night. In point

of fact, the operation of this Act lias donc a good deai te annoy respectable

and law-abiding people ; but it hias seldom diminislied drunkenness, ami it
hias sometimes increased it.

When, besîdes ail these consequmunces of the Scott Act, we runienubur

that the public treasury bas been nmulcted of its revenîue, which lias had
te be drawn frei otîmer sources, we add anether ceunt te the inniinient
whicii we bring against this uînappy measuru. [t is one of the sounidm-st

principles of political ecenemy that the incidence of taxation sheîild lie as'
nnuch as possible upen articles of inxury, and as littie as possible upon

articles of necessity, aîîd thmît it shîould bu particulariy iîeavy upon those

things in the use of wlîich there is any danger te societ)'. Upon this

principle, it is agreed in ail civiiized connîtries that the huaviest taxes shai
be imposed upon aicohol. In this way, whîen Mr. Gladstone lowered the
duty on French wines in Engiand, bue made the amount ef tire tax on

certain kinds of wines te depend upon the purcentage of aicohol they con-

tained. This principle is donbly violated in the working of the Scott Act.
It encourages the drinking of 'whiskey, instead of beer or xvine, and it

practicaily removes the tax frein aicohol te the necessaries of if e.
Il It will net and it cannot cerne te goed." No end, however good, can

justify sncb means, neither c-an it bu reacbed in any such way. When we

give, the fuilest credit te, the geod intentions of many of the promoters of

the iaw, we do not the legs believe it te bu unjust and mischipvous. Oliver
Cromwell and many of bis supporters intended te mile the people of

England in truth and rightueusness and te promete the glory of God. As a
matter of fact they engendered an immense amount of hypocrisy, and pro-
duced one of the mest frightfni reactiens recerded in higtory. Savonuxola
tried, by similar means, te bring about the reign of boliness in Florence,
and oniy preduced anr eutbreak in wbich great part of bis work was undone

and himmmelf perished. Our Maker hias net ordained that the regeneration
of mankind slnould be eifected by sncb measures ; and we may br- sure that

as they have faiied in the past, se tlîey will fail in the future. M. A.

LONDON LETfER.

'HtE existence of wouiun who speak, wbo write, whio belong to profes-

sions and are, generaily, aggressive, threatens to change the' miner of

ail wom,,n; they hiave aire L(ly bc0Lne mora aqsjur, d, marc self -reliant, les

deferent to men's opinions. . . . They wildly deny any iuferiority

of intellect, thougli rio womian lias ever produced any work which puts

hier anywhere near the higlhest inteliectual level. They desire a complete

equality, whicbi they have hiLlierto failed to prove." These are unneCes-

sarily harsh word.i on tire part of Mr. Besatit, when one rerrenibers Rose

Bonhleur and Gcorgre Eliot, not to, mention S.'arah B3ernhardt, who surely

rais our hest actors very cýose, and Mrs. B.trrett Browning, who5O

Verse any poet would, t think, be proud to owa; but they seemed singu-

larly just this afternoon as 1 looked rounid at tire pictures sen.t by the

Society of Lady Artists to tire Egyptian Hall Gallery. Over five hall-

(ired pieces, but beyond two or thr-e sketches by Mrs. Merri' t and onle,

sliglit, but vory charming, by Miss Montaiba, there is nothing to keeP

one's attention for a moment :over five hiindred pieces, on wvhich th'

chianges were rang oni p;inited flowers, fields in whijh the perspective was

generally wrong, or ani o xcasion îly amnbitious, unsuccessfal portrait.

[Jure and there a glance of prettiniess, but of strengdi not an ounic hiere
and thpre a good bit of coleur, the value of whîcli was too often counitelacted

by fauity drawing ; everywhere incompetence in sonie foi-ni or other,

trîocjuîess aid coiceit, SLlrely it is a pity thie artists shouild imagrine their

producrionis worthy tire public attention, to say noLing of tire shilling

entranice, tlire sixpeinny catalogue ani the Ijire of the Piccadilly roctl in

which to show otf thi-se spe)ilt canvasses. Thirty years ago they would

have lween left in prfl sor thie hest hung in b, drooms and corridors il,

rmi )te country lion-ns ; now, haviug learut littie or nobhing more thanl the

last genieration knew,%, tire prescrit day ladies wish us to believe -and, .1

supposein, l)elieve theinuslv es-t-at thepse are Worlcs, of Art. I, This .,
1eI's' heard suinebo iy remiark, pîointing, to a partiuulariy feebie' Pl"

turc ; every one says it's sa like Millais', only softer." At which speech 1

fled, kniowingy [ could bewar nio more.
And froin these franned and glnzed1, iuuchi-criticisedl, and belauded

littlieesses9, arnong4t which one could hardly brenthe, 1 went to the
panorama of Niagara, wlîere, charnned and interested indeed, 1 was
refreslied lîy tire sight of tlhat great broezy skietch of beýautiful country

in îvlnich thet Failî are set, andl ftIt gratofui to the dexterous painter for the

couinterfeit presentm-nt of sncb1 nuagnitience. At tirst the scelle is go

comnplete yoi feci as if su(ldiîly stricken îvith deafness, that being the

only solution for thc- iv.sterious absence of aul sounid ; for these immense

catiracts of foainig water, the wooded heights illuminated with certain

effective touches of autuinnal crinuson and gold, the, sunny crowded roiid

on the ecige of the rivr, tie( large liotuls standing near at band , ail are

of cours~e absolutuly silent. This fact necessarily dispels machi of thre

adrueeable illusion. Standiing on the Observatory opposite Goat Island,

one by one those places ai-e poinited out wbichi thruugl our lives we have

read and talked of, and those annongst us wvho are n ot travellers have

yuariied to sue, and tire Ainerican and Canadian or Ilorse Shoe Falls, and the

C'ave of the Viînds (faîuiliar to most of yen, I suppose; neyer to be anYthiflg

but words4 or coloured canvas to miost of us) are criticised in ail Sorts Of
way byai sotsof imi vice bleonging to people who before this pletured

grandeur are lnappily genitle andsbud ai ois i ue sol 6

of llowells' iFeddiu-q .fourney, and I biear Dickens quoted ; evetigul

one repeats a sentence froin Tyndall ; aid theit I ain ilistrticted, as

leari over tire railing, th tt for a mile aronnd Niagara the grounid vibratese

but to this piece of information 1 tarir a deaf car, absorbed as I a"' ifl

trying, te discover the line at which the imitation joins the ruaI grave'

walks, growing evergreen shrubs, and siender youung trucs ginger1)' Put-

ing forth their fresb green leavus, wlîich forai go odd a conitrast t h

September foliagu a hund(red painted yards off.th
Who wants to know the heiglbt and depti of tiiese marvellous waters,>h

nuinher of acres iii Goat Island, thé- amnounit of yearly visitors te theropt
Ilou-;el Not 1, forsootb. Sncbi statistics hinder rather than hielp, 8 eer
thu sbownîan, standing in our nuidst, suddeîîly began te lecture the reltiotant

crow4ds 1 beat a hasty retreat down the stairs, passing the sural pitu

of the scenle of Webb's dis-aster, to the centre of tir>e hall Nvhore, to tb

tunes wound froni a wild beast-show instrument (cailed aur orclie5trinal

believe> two or tbree Indians in curions costumes were languidl 1fO~
about among the swveutineat and pliotograph stalîs, tiiese geîîtry ern

taîl featiner headdresses, and mnncb reseinblling the figures whiclbOe

ally guard our tohacco shops, were accompanried by a nPrincess pocahon08

robed in scarlet and decked with beads and shelis, with whom they held COl'

versatien in a friendiy fashion. Their English proved So good that dobts

tormented me as to their real nationality., and it was not tili 1 r'efi'e

bered the Indian child in fIoweils' story was callcd Daisy Smiith and
that her mother spoke fi nently in our language, that I fuit re-assured. bl

the ciatter of oar talk that dreadful organ gronnd out Yankee POOdI

and the Star-Spangled Banner, once in a while givingc us
Sweet ome or variations fromn Faust. crowds passed backWard ai

forward through the clicking entraucu gates, or bougbt fromr the 0bOcoloat

and trinket vendors, iaughing and caliing te each other ; and as Ic~

out froun this noisy littie scenu into sunishirmy quiet old Queefl Annle s t

with its quaint canopied doorways and air of sober dowager respectabî'ity

1 met troops of other visitors en route for Niagara, so the panerala Id
the succeas it certainly deserves te, be. Only I think personrallY 1 i ui

h.ave feit more content if the lecturer and the musical instrument had beuO

sulent, ; for both jarred a littie somehow. lvrfl
Are these tiresome lecturers really a necessity ?1 Cannot you cevrflk
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