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FATHER McCARTHY PUBLISHES!| wan. over the prairies and threatening 'into a ‘threat’ on his life?”

FATHER LESTANC'S NOTES
WITH COMMENTS

To the Editor of the Northwest Review

Dear Sir:—

I received a reply, Feb. 27 last, from
Rev. Dr. Bryce to my letter of a few
days previous in the Free Press. I had
made up my mind not to write an
answer, considering it useless and hope-
less. But since then I sent a copy of
m;'r letter to Rev. Fr. Lestanc, at
Calgary, on the occasion of the golden
Jjubilee of his priesthood. He in return
sent me some notes of incidents of the
Red River insurrection of '69 and 70
of which I was not aware.

I beg of you to be good enough to}

publish these notes, which 1 gladly
translated from the French, and which
I am sure will interest your readers.
They will also rectify false impressions,
injurious to Fr. Lestanc, created by
some of Dr. Bryce’s numbers of “Illus-
trated History.” I think it only just
to so worthy and devoted a member
of the clergy as Fr. Lestanc is, that
his voice should be heard in his own
defence. I enclose these notes in quota-
tion marks, and add some remarks of
my own.

Notes of Rev. Fr. Lestanc on the Red
River troubles-of 69 and 70

“After being about ten months among
the Tndians at Fort Alexander and
thereabouts, I returned in the fall of
1869 to St. Boniface only to find Bishop
Tache gone to Rome and to find our
half-breeds in armed insurrection. I
being senior priest, every one looked to

me as ‘loecum tenens’ or administrator;

for the Bishop and to take care of the
Poor people in this crisis.

“I made up my mind to keep aloof
and take no part whatever in the
movement. 1In the middle of the night,
on one occasion, I was sent for as parish
Priest to restore order and union among
the men at the Fort, and I went sub-
sequently two or three times to counsel
peace.

“It was then I saw Riel, whom T ad-
vised, as well as the other mep. to
Maintain strict order, and above all to
Prevent bloodshed. So far was I from
being a ‘familiar’ of Riel that HE
NEVER SPOKE TO ME OF HIS
PLANS, NOR CONSULTED ME prior
to nor during the whole time of the
Provisional government.

_ “Every time I went to the Fort I
Impressed upon Riel that notking would
Justify or compensate the loss of a single
life. When T heard of the three men
—an English half-breed of Portage,
Major Boulton and Thos. Scott—being
Semtenced to be shot, I redoubled my
Injunction, and pleadings on behalf of
men who were complete strangers to me.

“As we succeeded in saving the first
two, I felt quite sure that Scott’s sen-
‘tence would not be carried out. Even
‘f’hen Ricl refused my earnest supplica-
tion, as well as that of Mr. Smith, I still
Tetired with the conviction that it would
hot take place.

“ODONOHUE—Mr. William O’ Dono-

Ue wag an American from St. Paul,

nn., who came here in 1868 to study
for the ecdlesiastical state. When Riel
Was in Fort Garry he went to see Riel
%everal times. At last I notified him,
38 hig superior, that he would.have to
Telinguigh his communications with Riel,
OF leave the house, and his studies for
the church. Mr. O’Donobue chose the

atter alternative, and threw his for-
tunes ip with Riel and the insurrection.
had ngo more relations with Mr. O’ Dono-
hue, nor giq he write or speak to me of
their plang during provisional govern-
™ment, nor after he left us for the U.S.,
.Wlfere he died some years later. He
€lug 2 Yankee, it was not improbable
that he was an “annexatiomst.” But

. !“We yet to learn that I had any po-
llf;lcal leaning for the U.S. As to Mr.

DOn?le’s subsequent acts 1 have no
kl}OWIG ge, except from hearsay, and
8til] less responsibility.”

" Dr. Bryce in his answer to me of
eb. a7, says:
O*Donohue both fled to the United States
On the arrival of the troops. They
8pent the winter (1870-71) at Pembina
D%}“’t‘a» Planning mischief.”
member of the 1st expedition,
:Ve]l known in Winnipeg, informs me
hat he saw them during that winter in
constant company in Pembina.”

Now here é8 how Fr. Lestance ac-
:;:“nts for himself: “T did not go to
th: :]mt.cd States after the arrival of
mi ."OOPS,.hut I left for Qu’Appelle

8sion.  Bishop Tache desired me to
§:i’t1:° that mission as it was afflicted
N Small-pox. 1In fact the scourge
Pread its ravages along the Saskatche-

!

| Red River.

!
~’0f September, 1870, for Qu’Appelle. “a threat,”” whereas it was nierely  a
i When I got to Portage la Prairie I found | well meant warning that his own pre-
a poor half-breed dying of small-pox. cious life was in danger.)

on the banks of Little Rut River, en-|
tirely abandoned.  His name was Pierre jown mitiative. and quite independent
Pepin. 1 attended to his wants and of Fr. Lestanc, or of any priest. the Rev.
prepared him for death, which came a: Father has words of praise for him:
few minutes afterwards. As it was a *'Riel never hud the idea of ceding the
dark night, T had to wait till morning fcountry to the United States. His
to bury him. Next day 1 got some|plan was to force Canada to offer ad-
half-breeds to dig a grave. For fear of | vantageous conditions to the people of
these married men eatching the disease  the Red River. hefore they would enter
I reserved for myself the task of laying into Confederation. Her Majesty’s
out the body, and performing the| Government, through Lord Granville,
burial.  Before leaving the grave, I felt ; warned the Ottawa eabinet, that they
I had caught the disease; the poor de- [had no right to force the people of Red
ceased had nothing to leave me but his | River into Confederation, and the Co-

!

“Pere Lestanc and

disense. But I had to continue my ilonial Secretary requested them to
voyage to Qu’Appelle, over 200 miles, !avoid any collision with the insurgents
in a Red River cart. slow and jolting, and to exhaust all means of explanation
and T'in an agony of fever all the way. jand conciliation before ‘having recourse
At last I got there, and, heated by a | toforce. *The Queen,’ he says, ‘does not
good fire the small-pox came out, my | distrust her subjects’ loyalty in these
face and hands covered with scabs. By |settlements. She relies on your gov-
precautionary measures none caught |ernment for taking every care to ex-
the disease, which left me shortly after- | plain where there is a misunderstanding,
wards. After a few days, before being and to ascertain the wants and con-
quite convalescent, a sick call came from fci]iate the good-will of all the settlers
Wood Mountain, over a hundred miles | of Red River.’ (Lord Granville to Sir
south of Qu’Appelle. 1 was the only {John Young., Nov. 25. 1869). In an-
available priest, and I started out with | other dispateh to the Governor General
my half breed guide, in a cold season,| (Jun. 26, 1870) Lord Granville says:
and terrible roads, only to find my sick i ‘1 much more seriously regret the pro-
man already dead. However, as there [ clamation put forth by Mr. McDougall,
were then about a hundred families who |and the commission issued by him to
had not had a priest for several years, I1Col. Dennis; these have certainly en-
yeilded to their earnest supplications, { hanced the responsibility of the Cana-
and decided to pass the winter with!dian government.’ ” .
them. It was then at Wood Mountain:  Allow me. Mr. Editor, to quote Arch-
1 passed the winter (of 1870-71) infhishop Tache, whom even . Dr. Bryce
instructing the ignorant, in curing and ;doesnotdub a “rebel,” His Grace says:
caring for the sick of soul and body.” “If deplorable acts ean have an atone-
Mr. Editor, I and others uare ]i\'illg!l]l(‘nt, I find it in the verv conduct of
witnesses of these facts and thus the i the leaders of the insurrectionary move-
public can appreciate “‘the mischief Fr. ‘ ment of Red River. The movement
Lestanc was planning in Pembina. was never intended to be against al-
during that winter, in constant com- | legiance to Great Britain, the British
pany with (’Donohue,—plotting a-!flag was never taken down, and the
gainst the British Crown.” And people | Fenian banner was never hoisted, not-

(Evidently
tMr. D, Smith was not a “noble’” lord in
Istarted on horseback in the beginning | those days, when he officially reports

Although Riel acted entirely on his

will see that the '‘IHustrated Hist‘oryg
of Winnipeg,”’ though very imcresting.]:
is not quite reliable, so far as the truth
is concerned. i

Truth is a very nice thing in a history,’
but it is insipid and rather commonplace |
for an historian who has something else
in view, if it be not to pander to the
bigotry, born of ignorance, of his pre-:
sent readers, by ignoring and falsifying |
known facts. i

That ‘“well known citizen’’ ‘“‘member :
of the 1st expedition,” (whose name is'
discreetly withheld) who informed the
Rev. Dr. Bryce, may be to blame. I re-
collect that the mirages on the prairies
in those years were marvellous, but
(unless intensified by a liberal use of
the H.B.Co. 7 year old”) I never knew
they could transplant a man from
Qu’Appelle to Pembina to be there seen
“during that winter, and in constant
company with O’Donchue.” I would
like to find a loophole for the slimy
serpent, the “father of lies,” to hide his
head in this part of the ‘‘Illustrated”
but I cannot. ‘Tell me your company
and I will tell you what you are.”’ I
would advise the Revd. Historian to
keep company with that great and good
man, Archbishop Tache (whom I am
pleased to see he appreciates), who gives
the truth and fair play to allin his “Am-
nesty” pamphlet; with the eminent
non-Catholic lawyer, Mr. Ewart; with
Fr. Dugast, in his lately published his-
tory of the ‘“Metis Movement;” with
the official documents of the Imperial
and Dominion governments,—and 1
guarantee that no present or future
reader will eall him a liar. This is the
““considerable literature’’ with which I
refresh my memory on the events of
those times. Adulterated history, like
adulterated food, is neither healthful
nor useful.

Father Lestanc and Mr. D.Smith

Dr. Bryce says in his reply of Feb. 27:

““At the mass meeting Jan 18, and 20,
1870, Mr. Smith says: ‘Threats were
used to myself in the presence and hear-
ing of the chairman, the secretary,
Judge Black, and others, more especially
by Mr Riel and Rev. Mr. Lestanc.”

Father Lestanc says: “Before the
meeting I saw Mr. Smith at Mr. Mac-
tavish’s, and, knowing the dissensions
among the half-breeds, and the racial
animosity between them and the
English people, I notified him that this
meeting would be bringing fire and
powder together, and that his life, as
well as many othersfwas in jeopardy.
Mr. Mactavish was also of my opinion.
The night before, I was called out of
my bed to quell or prevent a collision.
I did npt take any part in the assembly
and left before it terminated. How
then in justice and common sense, could
Mr. Smith, especially in his official

¥

report, construe my words or conduct

withstanding the assertion to the con-)

trary in the newspapers.” (N.B.—I
cannot, Mr. Editor, positively say. but
it may be, that on Patrick’s Day, 1870,
when Riel gave a cosmopolitan dinner
at the Fort, the Green flag along with
the Union Jack, wag flying. But the

P Queen herself wus in favor of the wear-

ing of the green on the 17th of Ireland.)
“The Fenians as a hody met only re-
fusal or silence, when they offered their
co-operation. The provisional govern-
ment of Red River has repudiated
offers that might have seduced its mem-
bers, had not the sentiment of allegiance
prevailed. Sums of money, amounting
to more than four millions of dollars,
men and arms, had been offered, and
the whole was refused by those ‘rebels’
whom it is proposed to get hanged by
the Expedition, after they had refused
the help offered to attack it.”_ (Am-
nesty Question, page 17.)

His Grace makes it clear to anyone
but ignorant bigots, that the epithets
“rebel” and “rebellion”’ are libellous,
and out of place. The term is not his-
torical nor official. It is never used in
regard to Riel and his adherents by
the Imperial government (Lord Gran-
ville), nor by the Dominion government
(Hon. J. Howe), nor the Privy Couneil
of Ottawa, which in its report of Dec.
16, 1869, says: ‘“The resistance of these
people is evidently not against the sov-
ereignty of Her Majesty, or the Govern-
ment of the Hudson’s Bay Company
but against the assumption of govern-
ment by Canada.” ‘

People with their eyes open can ap-
preciate the “Illustrated History’’ by
these criterions. ]

Mr. Editor, I beg to say that I am
quite certain, that if things were re-
versed, and that if Dr. Schultz and his
English following had started out to
prevent the unconditional absorption
of the country, and ‘with as little blood-
shed, secured the “Bill of Rights,”
which in the “Mantioba Act” is the
““Magna Charta” of this Province, the
French Catholic half-breeds would have
ever since proclaimed their gratitude
to the Schultz party, and would have
never been so ignorant and ungentle-
manly as to dub them ‘“‘rebels,” etec.,

It reminds me of the ‘““dog in the
manger;” the other fellow got the bone,
and hence the snarling and growling
ever since, and, shame to say, it is to this
day heard and relished.

If there can be any palliation for the
murder pf Goulet, a loyal hali-breed
pelted to death by the soldiers of the
Queen, it would be in Colonel Wolseley's
proclamation to them before leaving
the fort, in which proclamation he was
dishonorable and indiscreet enough to
stigmatize the half-breed population,
in their leaders as “Banditti.”” Natur-
ally these men felt emboldened by the

#  (Continued on paée 6)
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INALL COUNTRIES
HAVE YOU AN IDEA?
It so, write for a copy of our book The Inventor's
Help (128 pages) which will tell you all about
mr:séufow to procurs them, our charges and

|
‘We have ten years experience in tnnmung‘
l patent business by correspondance, C
tions strictly confidential,

To any onc sending a rough sketch, photo or
model of an invention, we willgive our opinion free
of charge as to whether it iz probably E&tenhble.

Patents secured through Marion & Marion re-
celve special notice without charge in over 100
newspapers dim:lbuted throughout the Dominion. {

Representative Clients as References:

The Frost and Wood Co. Ltd,, Smith’s Falls, Ont. §

Pillow & Hersey Mfg. Co. Ltd., Montreal,

The Canada Hardware Co., Montreal,

The Duplessis Shoe Machinery Co., St. Hyacinthe,

(Over $14,000,00 worth of work since 1900.) Que,
We have a fullgvequipped Branch Oftfice

in Wash

MARION'& MARION

Registered Patent Attorneys
sl‘El|gvlr:‘||:(¢:rs» and Patent Experts.
) New York Life Bullding, . MO
t Long Distance Telephune.')‘"lm
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Keep Posted About

U.S. Steel
Corporation

The White & Kemble Atlas Map and Volume jo
Statisstics should be in the hands of every stock-
holder, Nowhere else is the same amount of intor-
mation accessible to the public, This volume shows
by a five-color-map the location of plants, ore lands,
railroad and steamship lines, and gives official state-
ments ot earnings, distrioution of capital, division of
securities, incorporation certificate, full text of by-
laws, complete legal digest of mortgages, etc., etc.
corrected to Qctober, 1903.

Price $5 net, to accompany each order,

FOR SALE ONLY BY

DOW, JONES & CO.,
44 Broad St., New York.

The oldest News Agency of Wall Street and
Publishers of The Wall Street Journal, i

Investors Read The |

Wall Street Journal

Preparation. such as any young man or woman can
have for the duties of a business life is a practical
education. The Wimnipeg Buasiness College
affords _every facility tor acquiring such education
as will fit students for office work. No midsummer

holidays are taken. Full information can be had
by telephone, personal interview or writing to the

office. i
G. W DONALD, Secretary |

Why be Tied to a
Hot Kitchen?

USE A

GAS RANGE
and you have heat only where, when |

and as long as you want it.

Call and see these stoves before
buying.

AUER LIGHT CO.

Telephone 236,

215 Portage Avenue

WANTED.

SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE in this and
adjoining territories, to represent and
advertise an old established business
house of solid financial standing, Salary
$21_weekly, with expenses, advanced
each Monday by check direct from head-
quarters. Fxpenses advanced; position
permanent. ~We furnish everything.
Address The Columbia, 630 Monon Bldg.,
Chicago, Il1,

A WARNING NOTE
FROM THE BACK.

People often say. * How are we
Y0 know when the kidneys are out
of order " The location of the
kidneys, close to the small of the

k, renders the detection -of
kidney trouble a simple matter.
The note of warning comes from
the back, in the shape of backache,
Don't neglect to cure it imme-
diately. Seriouskidney trouble will
follow if you do. A few doses of

DOAN’S KIDNEY PILLS,

taken in time, often save years of
suffering. Mr. Horatio Till, Geary,
N.B., writes:—*1 suffered for
sbout two years with kidney dis-
ease, Had pains in my back, hips .
and le%s; could not sleep weﬁ?
and had no appetite. I took one
box of Doan's Kidney Pills, angd
they cured me. Tde pains have al]
left, and I now sleep well,
Price 50 cents per box, o;
$1.25. Al cleclerg,e or * 8 for

Tua Doaw KipNrv P, Co.,
Toronto, Ont,

———— -1

TEACHER WANTED FOR
Roman Catholic Separate School, P'xI"iInlcFe3
Albert, holding a first-class professional
certificate; duties to commence the 15th
of August. Apply, stating salarv to

ANDREW McDONALD, Prince Albert
Sask. : ’

S P @PANY:
Women’s

Cloth
Suits

Prices as high as $20.00

FRIDAY SPECIAL

$7.50

17 only Ladies’ Suts, and they form the
left-overs of a mostencouraging spring’s
business, made from high quality cloths,
not more than two ahke, and not all
sizes, but if your size is here, a positive
bargain awaits you. Worth $15.00,
$18.00 and $20.00. PRICE for FRIDAY,

$7.50

First Commui on
Suits
For Boys

In Black, Blue. Worsted, and
Serge, all sizes, 24 to 3o.

Prices range from $3.50 to $4.00.

Our Men’s

Shirt Saie

Is in full blast. 50 dozen FRine
Cambric Shirts, Sale Price, 75¢

T. D. DEEGAN

556 Main St.

J. THOMSON & GO,

THE LEADING
UNDERTAKERS AND

EMBAL MERS.

OPEN DAY AND NIGHT.

601 MAIN STREET,
TELEPHONE 1.  WINNIPBG.




